ASSESSMENT
Coursework	100%
2 essays of 2,500 words each



This is your opportunity to demonstrate that you have personalized and engaged with primary (the biblical text) and secondary (biblical commentators) sources in a critical and creative way.  Therefore give careful consideration to the topic you choose (and choose a question that excites you!). Please select a question from Essay 1 section and one from Essay 2.  

I have tried to set the first essay on the content of the first 5 units and the second essay on the content of the second 5 units.  I


Essay 1:



1. With detailed reference to the biblical text and engaging with the work of contemporary scholars, explore why the Book of Genesis is best read as literary unit. 

2. In what way does Genesis 1-11 introduce and anticipate subsequent themes and concerns in the rest of the Book of Genesis?

3. With detailed reference to the text, account for the over-riding emphasis on the theme of brothers in the Book of Genesis.

4. Identify some of the moral ambiguities in the behaviour of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and explore how these are explained or justified within the Book of Genesis.


Essay 2:


1. In what ways does the Joseph Narrative look back to the stories of the earlier patriarchs and anticipate the story of the Exodus that follows?

2. From a detailed analysis of the Joseph narrative, suggest the provenance and purpose of the story. 

3. Assess the contribution of feminist criticism in raising new and valid questions concerning the interpretation of the Book of Genesis. 


4. How does an appreciation of the artistic afterlives of some of the central characters in the Book of Genesis help us to ask ever new and ever challenging questions of the biblical text?



Marking Criteria
At Masters level, the study you undertake must be informed by current research in biblical studies. You will be expected to show originality in your treatment of biblical texts and you must demonstrate that you are able to deal with complex issues both systematically and creatively and present your arguments in a clear and focussed way.
In particular, the following will be important when marking and grading your assignment:
· A clear and focussed presentation 
· A critical engagement with some of the authors recommended in this module
· An ability to deal with complex issues raised in Genesis and to suggest some original answers based on a sound knowledge of the text and its context
· An incisive and analytical treatment of the topic you have selected.


Tutorial Help with Essays

University regulations do not allow me to read through and offer feedback on final drafts of essays. However, I am very happy to offer advice early on in your essay preparation: for example, the structure of you essay, the resources that you intend to use and the choice of biblical texts you intend to use to illustrate your points. 

I hope also that the feedback I offer you on your first essay will help you with your second essay. 

Please email me with any query in this regard:  j.keady@uwtsd.ac.uk
