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Abstract

The aim of this dissertation is to evaluate the potential impacts that the Beating Back Crime could have on society based on prior methods that have been employed by the police during the last 20 to 30 years. Key topics of the of the Beating Back Crime plan will be national police recruitment campaign, stop and search and a National Online Platform. The dissertation will also explore the Cost-of-Living Crises and its impacts on crime within communities within the United Kingdom. 
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Chapter 1: Introduction
1.1 Background
The United Kingdom is currently in the midst of a cost-of-living crises of which has had a major impact on local communities leaving many people worse off financially. This has led to increased crime rates in worse off communities due to inflation and the lack job opportunity (HM Treasury 2022). The reason behind the cost-of-living crises is primarily due to Brexit and Covid-19 both of which have had a major impact on the British economy leading to many businesses closing down or laying off staff (University of Surrey 2023). These changes to the British economy have had major impacts on crime prevention policy and this can be seen with the Beating Back Crime Plan which sets out to reduce crime in low-income areas by means of cooperation as well as increasing police presence on British streets (Seccombe 2021). The changes within the Beating Back Crime can be seen as controversial in relation to economic crime due to its changes in relation to stop and search, a strategy of which was made strict due to cultural and racial search biases leading to many instances of retaliation due to unfair search practices (Brown 2019). This is one of many controversial changes but the policy does bring some benefits to policing practices as well as community and police cohesion however, the Beating Back Crime Plans ability to reduce both organised and economic crime is a topic of discussion and debate within the United Kingdom due to some methods primarily bringing back older and controversial strategies of which do not appear to be correct older issues (Difford 2021). Investigating whether gangs have been impacted by the cost-of-living crises is very important due to criminal organisations primarily praying low-income areas due to the likelihood of finding and targeting vulnerable individuals of which can lead to increased victimization drug sales or gang recruitment all impacting crime within local communities (Heeks 2018). This is important because during times of economic deprivation crime is one of the first problems to grow due to desperation as well as opportunistic career criminals and radical extremists. “Poverty is the parent of revolution and crime”-Aristotle (Anon 2020) 
1.2 Aims
The aim of this dissertation is to critically review the Beating Back Crime Plan and whether it will bring positive changes in terms of crime prevention and public trust. This will be done by comparing older strategies  to the changes in the Beating Back Crime Plan as some of the changes within the Beating Back Crime Plan recycle older methods of which will likely contain some of the previous draw backs as well as some of the potential positives furthermore, newer methods will also be analysed to see if they address issues in relation to poverty based crime as well as organised crime and whether the plan seeks to reduce these forms of criminal activity or if it is likely to create a divide between the police and sub culture groups. Lasty, evaluating the cost-of-living crisis’s impact on crime will also be essential as the beating back crime plan may not be effective at crime prevention if the source of crime is financial desperation potentially leading to a more reactive approach to stopping crime as opposed to preventative. These will be the main aims due to their relevance in the modern day as well as how they may impact the United Kingdom in the near future, this is important as these topics may see changes in how Britian polices the nation and whether crime could increase as a result of inflated prices on basic goods and decreased job opportunities. 




1.3 Objectives.
· Evaluate changes contained within the Beating Back Crime Plan.
· Critically review whether the Beating Back Crime Plan will prevent crime in the short to long term and the potential impacts it may have on the public and crime.
· Analyse current economic conditions and how it has impacted county lines.
· Discuss how the cost-of-living crises has impacted organised crime in low-income areas.

1.4 Research Rationale
There is a lack of available academic study on both the cost-of-living crises as well as the Beating Back Crime plan. This is primary due to both subjects being quite new in recent years with the cost-of-living crises beginning in 2021 and the Beating Back Crime Plan still being implemented, this means that both subjects will in some cases require comparable data based on past experiences. The main goal is the explore the possible outcomes of implementing the Beating Back Crime Plan based on strategies that were either implemented before or by improving upon current systems e.g., the effects of loosening stop and search restrictions and digitising the police service. Exploring the outcomes of the cost-of-living crises will also be important as it’s effects on financially disadvantaged communities have led to increases in organised crime across the United Kingdom.

















1.5 Methodology
When collecting data, it is of the utmost importance that a researcher avoids biases whether it’s be their own or from sources that are collected (National Library of Medicine 2011). The reason for this is that biases are likely to contain inaccurate information that heavily favours one argument over the other leading a document that essentially shows the thoughts and feelings of the researcher on a particular subject rather than a conclusive study from multiple sources. This (Simundic 2013). furthermore, avoiding bias also ensures that all sides of an argument are shown which will allow the researcher to provide more data about through scrutiny rather than opinions, this also allows all sides of an argument to be shown allowing readers to gain a wider understanding into the subject that the researcher has prepared (Smith 2014). However, this research is likely to contain a small amount of bias from both the researcher as well as any sources that will be utilised in this project, biases cannot always be avoided but can be mitigated by ensuring that the researcher prioritizes data over opinions as well as avoiding any and all generalisations as to avoid confusion (Galdas 2017). The reason that it is important to avoid generalisation when writing a research paper is due to the likelihood of oversimplification of complicated subjects leading to either incorrect conclusions or information not lining up with the researchers points (Monarsh University (2022). This can be problematic when scrutinising subjects as the researcher may have gaps in their writing leading to either unanswered questions or answers that lack the detail that is necessary to be understood by people who are not familiar with the subject, it is also important to note that gaps in research are not always avoidable as certain topics contained within a literature review may not contain enough information to adequately conclude leading to gaps in research (Southern New Hampshire University 2023). The researcher can avoid this mistake by proofreading what they have already written as to correct any oversimplifications as well as correct any potential spelling mistakes, furthermore, having a close friend or family member read over the researchers work can aid in these corrections as the researcher is likely to miss simple mistakes when proofreading (University of Southern California 2023) 














Chapter 2 Literature review

2.1 Introduction
This chapter will provide an overview on the changes contained within the Beating Back Crime Plan as well as the arguments based on the outcomes the changes may have on policing as well as community cohesion. This chapter will also go over the effects of the cost-of-living crises on financially disadvantaged communities and the how organised criminal gangs may have been effected. 


2.2 What is the Beating Back Crime Plan
The Beating Back Crime Plan was announced in 2019 as a means to address state of crime within the United Kingdom. The addressing of this plan came with promises to reduce organised criminal activity such as drug trafficking, county lines operations as well as violent crime with a further promise to increase police presence on the streets via additional recruitment of police officers nationwide (Home Office 2021). The plan also seeks to increase co-operation between all public services as well as local communities e.g., neighbourhood watch all of which was primarily promised as a means to not only decrease crime rates but to also restore the public’s confidence within the criminal justice system (Johnson 2021). 

2.3 Changes within the Beating Back Crime Plan
The Beating Back Crime Plan includes policy changes that would provide the police with additional powers and responsibilities and would also provide changes in how a police constable is able to utilise their powers to stop and search a suspect within local communities (Metropolitan Police 2022). This change involves permanently relaxing section 60 stop and search by allowing police officers to conduct stop and searches on suspects without probable cause (College of Policing 2021). This is being done with the thought that stop and search will decrease concealed articles such as knifes and drugs in order to decrease organised crime within London and throughout the United Kingdom furthermore, the relaxing of this policy is to also decrease the amount of drugs being sold within local communities as a means to weaken organised crime within Britian’s lower income communities (Nickolls 2022). The act centralising around the changes to stop and search is named the public order act of 2023 of which is also designed around changing laws surrounding protests and civil unrest due to the Black Lives Matter riots of 2020 and has passed though both the house of Commons and house of lords and has also received royal assent (Patel 2023). Furthermore, the act also includes changes to protests of which centres on obstruction as protesters who block essential infrastructure may now face arrests and harsher fines (Braveman 2023). The Beating Back Crime also aims to aims to increase police recruitment by 20,000 by March of 2023 of which has already passed and been successful and was done as a means to reinforce an already short-staffed police service to improve upon police response times and prevent crime (Philip 2023). Lastly, The Beating Back Crime Plan also aims to increase the presence of digital policing as a means to provide people within the United Kingdom more options to contact the police and find out information about their local area (College of Policing 2021).

2.4 Justifications for changing stop and search and why it may not prevent crime
The idea behind this change seems to be motivated by the police removing over 11,000 concealed weapons off the streets alongside 74,000 arrests of witch has been considered to be a remarkable achievement within the criminal justice sector as the Home Office mentioned that “every weapon seized, a potential life is saved” (Home Office). Further justifications can be seen with records showing that a further 100,000 weapons were sized from 2019 up to 2023 (Home Office 2023) However, this still brings questions as to how this reduces crime rates as this approach is primarily reactive not preventive the reason that preventative and reactive strategies are important is primarily due to how it impacts crime (Murray 2014).  What exactly is a preventative method? A preventative method tries to ensure that crimes don’t happen to begin with of which can be seen with police patrols and CCTV cameras as people are far less likely to commit offences if there are high risks of being caught (College of Policing 2022). However, reactive strategies are similar to what the public order bill aims to do as the bill attempts to prevent crime by catching offenders who are concealing illegal accessories on their person leading to an arrest, this would be considered reactive as the method relies on finding people who are breaking the law leading to an arrest (Muhlhausen 2018). By comparison a preventative method would seek to avoid offences from ever happening by use of proactive methods to ensure community safety (Lum 2020). 
Examples of preventive methods are education and security as education seeks to ensure that younger members of society avoid committing offences by making them aware of why it is wrong as well as the repercussions of doing so e.g., prison, community reputation and limited job prospects (Bell 2019). Security simply acts as a deterrent so that if someone was planning to commit a robbery offence they may avoid doing so if police, CCTV or security guards were stationed due to the high risk and low reward factor meaning that being caught is too much of a risk compared to the potential rewards of successfully completing a criminal act (Walter 2021). Cornish and Clark would create key principles behind this method, Increase the effort, increase the risk, reduce the reward, reducing provocation and remove excuses (College of Policing 2022). The key idea behind reactive methods is to catch an offender who is in the middle of committing an offence of which is primarily seen by police responses to ongoing offences as well as police investigations on gangs and homicides alongside stop and search (College of Policing 2021). To conclude, stop and search can be considered proactive in its uses as it does have the potential to disarm those with malicious intent however, the strategy would be considered more reactive with the changes to section 60 as it allows the police to use stop and search with no probable cause compared previous policy. The previous restrictions to stop and search allowed the police to search people who were either actively involved in a crime or matched the description of a known criminal furthermore, people who were acting suspiciously were also allowed to be stopped and searched provided that police constable could justify the need to stop and search the individual (Home Office 2023). Furthermore, it is unlikely that stop and search will have a major impact on knife crimes in London in relation to concealment as some people carry weapons due to concerns of safety and security as opposed to attacking bystanders or working with organised criminals meaning that the changes do not address safety concerns and may not have a big impact weapon offences within London (Bullock 2023). 
Another main concern about the beating back crime plan is the easing on stop and search as stop and search has had a controversial record over the last 20 years primarily due to its inefficiency of reducing crime rates alongside the increased likelihood of cultural and racial profiling by officers within local urban areas. Profiling is of major concern within the police service as if many residents within the United Kingdom are being targeted out of bias they are less inclined to work with or trust the police furthermore, the likelihood of civil unrest is also likely to increase leading to potential riots and general increases in crime. with increases in social justice movement such as Black Lives Matter it could be argued that loosening such a method could see increased retaliation by the movement especially if racial profiling increases due to strict policies being lifted. A positive to this change is that it is likely to improve upon evidence gathering leading to more increased likelihood of investigative materials being found. An example of this being if a quantitative amount of illicit drugs were found on detained suspect it could potentially lead to more information being gathered on local drug gangs of which could be used to shut down criminal networks within specific areas however, considering stop and search is likely to lead to controversy within both the media and local communities it would likely be better to maintain the previous application of the section 60 stop and search act. 
Furthermore, the loosening of the section 60 stop and search act is also attempting to reduce homicide rates within the London area alongside the rest of the United Kingdom. the issue with this is that crime is not always planned to mean that crimes such as grievous bodily harm and murder can be acted out either by motive or escalation meaning that stop and search is unlikely to reduce homicides significantly enough to outweigh community relation impacts. Examples of escalation can be seen with domestic abuse as well as drunken behaviour as in both circumstances the offender is unlikely to have planned killing and individual stop and search is also unlikely to have prevented such a criminal act as escalated crimes are more in the moment meaning that a police officer is very unlikely to prevent a homicide in this instance. Alongside if a gang had planned to murder someone stop and search is unlikely to be the reason that it was prevented as stop and searches require probable cause and if a gang wanted another offender murdered it is unlikely that the potential victim would contact the police for protection unless of course they were innocent and were aware of gang’s plan of which would still not require the use of stop and search. 
2.5 Risks of allowing police officers to conduct stop and search without probable cause
The changes to stop and search are likely to harm community relations within the near future especially within lower income regions and amongst minority groups, this is primarily due to the fact that minority and subculture groups that reside within low-income areas are seven times more likely to be stop and searched by police officers within the United Kingdom as of 2023 (Independent Office for Police Conduct 2022). This can be seen in the years of 2011 up to 2015 as stop and search was considered controversial in this period due to police constables over utilisation of stop and search within urbanised locations (Keeling 2011). People associate with chav culture and ethnic minorities were most commonly searched over the average resident leading to many people to assume that many police constables were utilising the powers to engage in racist acts however, the key issue is that some officers were more likely to perceive people in a stereotypical manner leading to stop and searches being conducted without appropriate cause (Young 2023).  An example of this is chav culture as people associated with this culture are very likely to wear sports styles clothing such as track suits and running shoes. The issue with this is that chav culture is not inherently aggressive but some members do behave in a criminal manner much like any other group however, this has still led to criminal stereotypes amongst the older generation and the police leading to a form of moral panic (Grand 2015).  It is worth noting that not all people who dress this way are associated with chav culture as sports styled clothing is quite common as of 2023 especially among working class people and youths. This essentially means that stop and search can be problematic among individual constables as each constable is likely to perceive each group differently leading to potential misuse of stop and search on particular subcultures and races, essentially showing that stop and search should have strict rules based on its uses as to avoid constables utilising their personal biases to target different subgroups (Minhas 2021).  
The Macpherson report would later show inefficiencies in stop and search in relation to community trust and cohesion. Firstly, Sir William Macpherson’s report suggested that community trust and cohesion of the police service would be crucial in preventing crime amongst minority groups as well as the general population and would be essential to preventing racial targeting amongst police constables (UK Parliament 2021). Secondly, stop and search has been problematic with community trust and cohesion amongst people within the black community due to feeling unsafe in the presence of police constables of which would be blamed on the fact that black people are 9 and half times more likely to be treated as suspects through the use of stop and search (College of Policing 2021). The report concluded that the use of stop and search has vital part to play in modern policing but should be made stricter due to the risks associated with alienation of minority groups, way in which stop and search is currently being used and the way in which it could be changed could have serious negative impacts on the police service that should ideally be viewed as a service to be trusted and as a service with integrity (UK Parliament 2021). Lastly, the Macpherson report would be created as a way to address racial issues that hampered investigations within the British police service with the hopes to correct issues relating to the current practices of the late 1990s as well as improve relations between minority groups and the police. This report would primarily utilise the case of a murder victim Steven Lawrence of which would be heavily criticised due to the incompetence of senior police officers as well as the institutional racism that severely hampered the investigation (Meade 2023).

2.6 Brief overview of the Beating Back Crime Plan and the current state of prisons within England and Wales
The Beating Back Crime Plan contains changes that claim to modernise prisons in order to make them more rehabilitative as to decrease recidivism rates within England and Wales however, this will take some time as many prisons are simply not designed around modern practices meaning those who arrested for organised criminal activities such may not receive adequate rehabilitative support in the near to mid future (Sinha 2023). This means recidivism rates are unlikely to reduce when combined with overpopulated prisons across the United Kingdom. A quick overview of why British prisons suffer from over population is due to the time period most of these prisons were built as many prisons across the United Kingdom as some prisons that are being utilised are built either just before the Victorian era 1833 to be exact and during the Victorian era of which began in 1837 (Moran 2021). The issue with this is that many of these older designed prisons including the ones built in the late 20th century do not account for rehabilitative practices meaning that accommodating space for vast numbers of prisoners and rehabilitate facilities can be quite difficult leading to further discontent due to overcrowded cells and lack of space for rehabilitative staff and equipment (Brown 2019). This would strongly go against the Beating Back Crime Plans goals as a prison that is not designed with space in mind is likely to become a place of high discontent and low social order, this of course would lead to increase in violence, gang activity, drug distribution and a place that essentially increases criminal activity when prisoners are released due to the hostile conditions that prisoners were placed in (Moran 2022). Lastly, one benefit of the Beating Back Crime Plan on prisons is the changes that are being made to sentencing as prison sentences will now reflect the severity of the offence that was committed. This could potentially mean that prisons could theoretically reduce overpopulation if lower end offenders spend less time within prisons reducing prisoner discontent (Home Office 2021). 
2.7 Digitising the police
The Beating Back Crime Plan also includes plans to modernize the way in which the police interact their local communities. This has already been done through the creation of the digital police service of which allows people to email the police for non-emergency calls or inquire about their local communities and it’s crime rate. Further improvements are also planned by use of a national online platform in order to provide more seamless communication between people in their communities e.g., receiving notifications about differences in crime rates within their areas as well as being notified about any emergencies that may have happened or is happening near their location (College of Policing 2023). 
The national online platform sounds like a new and original idea but idea behind platform has already been in use for many years as many people across the United Kingdom and most of the world have access to crime mapping through google allowing people to simply google their local area on the website providing detailed information about their local community’s criminal activities (Newbold 2015). The one unique aspect of this system is allowing people to ask questions and raise concerns to the police however, much of this is already available to the public as people are still able to contact the police by use of the 101 non-emergency call allowing the police to become aware of certain criminal acts that a resident may be concerned about (Swansea Council 2023). This change primarily adds further options but is unlikely to improve upon current crime mapping methods as most of the changes are simply founded on already existing methods however, this would improve upon community and police cooperation due to Its improvements in communication and ease of access. Lastly, this strategy would certainly be considered a crime prevention strategy due to its concentration on data gathering, as this strategy rellies on already existing systems that already prevent crime as can be seen with current crime mapping utilisation (NEC Software Solutions 2021). The reason that this strategy works is primarily because such data gathering allows the police to better understand what types of crime happens within a local community and how frequent they occur allowing the police to better organise patrol routs as a means to both stop and prevent criminal activity, this means that the changes are unlikely to have any real impact on the current methods aside from possibly improving upon the already existing hot spot policing method (College of Policing 2022). 

2.8 What is the police uplift program does it solve the police retention crisis
The Beating Back Crime Plan also introduced an uplift program that increased police recruitment is by 20,000 as to ensure that there are enough police officers to both prevent and stop criminal activity. This being a much-needed improvement as 21,000 constables have either been laid off or left the service from 2010 up to 2020 leaving the police service dangerously understaffed (Johnson 2019). The key issue with this change is that it firstly doesn’t meet the original manpower of the police that being 21,000 secondly, it does not address why many constables leave the role in the first place as many constables leave the job due to the recent lack of guarantees relating to job security which can be seen in 2022 where job resignations rose by 72% compared to 2021(Charman 2022). For example, the police service within the United Kingdom still does not have access to a trade union of which is not out of the ordinary for state related organisations however, the British police does utilise the police federation as a way to provide incentives for job improvement (Police Federation 2010). The issue with the police federation is that it doesn’t provide the same workers’ rights as a traditional trade union which has led to many newer constables leaving their roles as they are unable to argue for pay rises and government actions (Police Federation 2022). This is a serious issue as recruitment drives are unlikely to be successful if officers feel unprotected and unsatisfied with their current roles meaning that they are likely to consider searching for other job opportunities instead of working as a police constable furthermore, this is likely to even decrease the chances of aspiring police constables from working within the services due to the lack of both job security and job amenities (Police Federation 2023). To conclude the 20,000 police recruitment is unlikely to assist in reducing criminal activity as it not only does improve upon prior police standards but does not improve the quality of life that constables desire working in their field leading to many constables to either leave their jobs due to unsatisfactory working conditions or reduce the chances of an aspiring constable from signing up for recruitment (Police Federation 2023). 


2.9 What is a cost-of-living crisis?
A cost-of-living crisis is when prices relating to essential good become significantly more expensive compared to household income. This essentially means that inflation will increase the pricing of essential goods before household income leading to many households having ration what money they earn otherwise known as the rapid demolishing economic and social standards (National Library of Medicine 2023). This of course leading to many people buying significantly less when shopping as a means to maintain money for rent, gas and electricity prices. The impacts of the cost-of-living crises are currently having a major impact on the lives of British residents of which could see further difficulties for government organisations as well as residents across the United Kingdom at this current time and in near future (Hourston 2022). 

2.10 Events that have led to the cost-of-living crisis
The cost-of-living crises has mainly been caused by Covid-19 of which was responsible for distributing both global and national trade of which would be responsible for most business closures from 2020 to 2023. The cost-of-living crises would also have further impacted on the United Kingdom due to Brexit as Brexit has led to increased tariff prices within EU nations leading to increased import prices between trade organisations furthermore, export prices are also less valuable as a result due to tariff prices leading to many businesses to strictly trade within the United Kingdom harming Britain’s GDP (Office for national statistics 2023). furthermore, the cost-of-living crises has also been impacted by the ongoing war in Ukraine further impacting economic with Eastern Europe also lend leases will also impact the British economy in future potentially harming or benefiting the British economy in the long term (Lawrence 2022).

2.11 How the cost-of-living crises is impacting crime
The United Kingdom is currently experiencing a cost-of-living crisis alongside many nations worldwide and with this crisis’s poverty has increased. The reason for this increase is primarily due to increased prices on essential goods and services of which has led to many businesses to either close down or cut staff as a means to reduce upkeep cost, this has had an impact on poverty rates within local communities across the United Kingdom but is primarily affecting communities that were already facing financial difficulties prior the cost-of-living crises (Thurik 2021). This is important to consider as the communities that are currently faced with poverty are likely to see increases in both general crime as well as organised crime furthermore, poverty is also likely to impact the social environment in these communities influence increasing the chances of people becoming victims or becoming criminals (London Assembly 2021). 
The cost-of-living crises will have an impact on the Beating Back Crime Plan and this is primarily due to the fact that many people within the United Kingdom are struggling to maintain and find employment of which is straining pre-existing issues causing difficulties on the British economy (Avram 2022). One of these pre-existing issues is pricing as many stores within Britian are charging more for essential items leaving many people without much in terms of financial options leaving them with only the basic essentials meaning that people are more likely to become involved with organised crime in one way or another (Farrington 2023). One such way the financially vulnerable may become involved is through county lines which is employed by criminal gangs as a means to exploit those vulnerable enough to become involved in criminal activities either to support themselves and their families through financial gain or to avoid being targeted by the gang in terms of physical injury and theft (Public Health England 2021). The primary issue with county lines in terms of the Beating Back Crime Plan and the cost-of-living crises is that gangs will have an easier time targeting vulnerable people as they can offer payment to vulnerable people to entice them into committing acts of crime e.g., storing drugs in their home or selling drugs to people within their local areas both increasing drug crime and county lines operations within hotspot regions furthermore (Staffordshire Safeguarding Children Board 2023). This desperation can influence youths whose parents have fallen victim to a county lines operation. This is because county lines has traumatic influence on the parents of which is likely to have a serious impact on a child’s development of which is likely not intentional. This may happen as a result of the parent being witnessed meeting members of gangs or is simply seen with illegal narcotics potentially normalising such behaviour to the child leading them to be more likely influenced by criminal gangs at their age leading them to potentially become exploited by a county lines gang either at their current age or during adulthood (Ditcham 2022). 
Furthermore, Dr Alex Chard supports the claims of crime and exploitation are far more likely amongst children who grow up in economically disadvantaged homes (.  This can be seen with his writings about children who experience disadvantages such as poverty and social exclusion of which can lead to emotional outbursts and aggressive behaviour and trauma of which can define a child’s social characteristics during development leading to potentially aggressive, exploitive or exploitable personalities (West Midlands Police and Crime Commissioner 2021). This means that the effects of a child’s development when living in a financially unstable household are likely to affect how a child interacts with their environment e.g., aggressive with teachers and authority figures to partaking in anti-social behaviour all of which are likely to increase the likelihood of criminality into adulthood (Edinburgh Law School 2022). Furthermore, exploitability would primarily be due to the environment and community the child is brought up in potentially leading to negative social factors being viewed positively e.g., glamorization of a gangsters lifestyle of which can lead to exploitation by means of county lines and gang recruitment. 

2.12 Does the cost-of-living crises impact government policy?
The cost-of-living crises has and will have an impact on policy that is being enacted such as the Beating Back Crime Plan. The reason that government policies will be impacted is due to multiple factors one such factor being funding as the government must ensure that adequate funding is spent on important services e.g., community development and government organisations such as the police, military and NHS (Sameen 2023). An example of defunding can be seen with care work of which received a 1.2% decrease in salaries 10% when accounting for inflation of which would impact leaving many to search for more financially stable working leaving a gap within the care departments of which can be problematic due to the role being critical for senior citizens health and comfort (Campion 2023). Other reasons involve careful planning as each policy must be planned around the current situation of both the nation and the world as if these are not considered controversy may begin to rise leading to discontent among the British residents increasing civil unrest and crime (Scott 2022). The reason that this is important to explain is due to the fact that the Beating Back Crime Plan doesn’t fully address the issues relating to the crises as well as already existing problems leading to potential inefficiencies and controversy. An example of pre-existing issues is county lines as the beating back crime plan doesn’t seem to find any real solutions behind this issue, this is very problematic when considering the cost-of-living Crisis as many younger and vulnerable people are becoming more likely to fall victim to these criminal strategies (Brown 2022). This could be rectified to include changes to the education system or instituting more benefits for desperate low-income family households potentially decreasing the chances of younger individuals falling victim to county lines due to their families’ financial struggles (National Crime Agency 2023).
 
2.13 literature review conclusion
in conclusion, the cost of living has and will have major impacts on local communities within the United Kingdom these effects are also likely to have major and severe impacts on plans and policies created by parliament in the coming years. One of the policies that will certainly be impacted will be the beating back crime plan of which can already be considered a flawed plan due to its implementations of older strategies and its lack of consideration to current modern issues. Examples of these can be seen with rehabilitation across the United Kingdom due to the use of both outdated practices and prisons of which severely Impact how rehabilitation facilities operate furthermore, the lack of attention put into prisoner support post -prison sentence is likely to only negate the positives of the plan. The changes to stop and search are also likely to have consequences on community support as stop and search has been established as a more relative strategy as opposed to preventative of which is likely to only worsen the already strained prisons complexes across the United Kingdom due to its reliance of finding people who are carrying illegal weapons and substances of which will lead to an arrest and possible jail time. Lastly, due to the cost-of-living crises creating greater difficulties for those in the lower to work class will create further divisions in terms of financial stability within local communities, this is likely to only increase gang growth within these communities subsequentially decreasing the efficiency of the beating back crime plan of which may also create further divides due to stop and search amendments.
 Furthermore, the cost-of-living crises is also likely to bring about further challenges in the near future especially with the ongoing war in Ukraine which is likely to further impact prices within the food, fuel and industrial markets. The challenges of which could impact jobs as well as household incomes which could further increase organised criminal activity within local. The beating back crime plan does come with benefits of which can be seen with changes to crime mapping involving easier access to local communities through emails and increased contacts with local constabularies but is unfortunately fallen short of the mark due to controversial changes and the unprecedented cost of living crises both of which are likely to lead to great disruption in crime prevention. communities.






Chapter 3 Methodology


3.1 Saunders Research Onion
Saunders research onion is used as a means to identify what research methods a researcher is going to utilise when conducting a research project and has been described as peeling back an onion due to the researcher starting outwards with their philosophical understanding of their chosen topic whilst moving inwards to the centre where data collection methods are selected (Thesismind 2019). 
The purpose of the research onion is to provide a researcher with a systematic approach to conducting research allowing a researcher to change methods when reaching certain milestones. An example of this can be seen with a literature review utilising a qualitive approach to research where the researcher will gather multiple sources containing highly detailed data that thoroughly explains the relevant topic (Tenny 2022). The researcher is likely to use multiple methods when collecting data e.g., quantitative and qualitative as this will allow the researcher to provide sources from multiple angles as both utilise different methods of data collection. This can be seen with qualitative data which relies more on statistics providing interpretive arguments to certain points whereas qualitative relies on data that has already been recorded and will likely be expanded on with further research on specific topics (Timans 2019).
Key benefits of the research onion is organisation and time management as the research onion simplifies this process by providing the researcher with a better understanding of how they can gather and analyse their research. this can be seen with how the research onion provides stages of which show the researcher when they should be using a specific form of data collection when writing a thesis e.g., starting with the research philosophy then moving to research approaches providing a more seamless form of research (Phair 2021).

3.2 Positivism
Positivism will be utilised due to its reliance on proven and verifiable data of which will be useful in the chosen topic due to much of the subject consisting of previously used strategies and past economic struggles allowing the researcher to use existing studies to aid in their research (Park 2020). This will have both positive and negative impacts on the researchers chosen topics as elements of the chosen topic are very well studied meaning that the researcher will have an adequate amount of information to use when writing about the certain parts of the subject however, elements of this research are also lacking in data meaning that the researcher may have to use additional time to find data that supports claims that are within the dissertation (The Open University 2018). Lastly, the researcher must ensure that they read the data carefully as to avoid misinterpreting what academic journals they use in their research as this could potentially harm any research that is sourced however, if the researcher avoids this they will have highly reliable data that they can use to in their research (Caylor 2020). 




3.3 Quantitative
A quantitative approach will also be utilised when conducting research by the use of surveys. This is due to surveys primary providing a general idea of what people think and feel about a particular subject whilst simultaneously being both easy to create and distribute allowing the researcher to gather data in a timely manner (Jones 2013). This will also be useful due to time constraints as other research methods are likely to consume a large portion of the researchers time leading to potentially rushed research due to the length of time other approaches would likely require (Ponto 2015). Key downside to this approach is the likelihood of a participant not fully understanding the topic or questions, this could lead to participants either not answering questions are answering randomly leading to either inconsistent data harming validity or potentially the loss of a participant due to them opting out (Gaille 2020). Participant opting out should be unlikely to happen as the researcher will be asking questions in a simplified manner allowing the participants to gain a basic understanding of the questions they are being asked. 

3.4 Deductive
A deductive research approach will be utilised in this thesis to ensure that the researcher uses well documented theories in the literature review. This will be especially useful in the beating back crime plan as some of the changes contained within the policy contain previously utilised policing practices (Kim 2021). This will also be useful in the beating back crime plan as economic studies can be utilised to support economic related criminal activity within financially worse of communities furthermore, aspects of the cost-of-living crises may also be supported by prior recession due to inflation and job losses being prevalent in both crises. The key aspect of deductive research is discussing key aspects of a chosen research subject whilst collecting data that tests whether the topic has any real basis e.g., proving whether the changes to stop and search will bring positive or negative outcomes based on prior utilisation of the strategy (Edgar and Manz 2017).

3.5 Ethical considerations
The questions within the surveys will primarily relate the beating back crime plan as well as the cost-of-living crises. These two topics can be distressing to individuals for multiple reasons as these topics could either bring memories of negative experiences or could potentially be seen as a form of political manipulation due to the nature of the topics primarily relating to government practices and outcomes (Cote 2021). It is essential that the layout of the survey avoids any distressing examples as well as maintained a completely apolitical stance when writing out questions and examples as to avoid any potential researcher bias as well as ensure that the participant does not feel as though they are being taken advantage of (UK Parliament 2018). Furthermore, it is also important to ensure that the survey is written in a way that the average person can understand as to ensure that they fully understand the question whilst also ensuring that the surveys examples remain purely factual as to avoid form of manipulation and bias (UK Statistics Authority 2022). Avoiding the use of real names, numbers and addresses will be utilised as to ensure the privacy and safety of participants, this is due to the possibility of the researcher possibly being hacked leading to potential breaches in the participants security of which will be negated if participants remain completely anonymous (Murdoch 2014). Remaining anonymous also ensures that participants feel safe when answering questions due to the average participant likely not wanting their names and personal data displayed on the researchers final submission. Any and all information of what they survey is used for will be displayed on the survey in plain view as to ensure that the participant understands the purpose of the survey whilst also understanding that they will remain anonymous once upon completion (Fox 2023). Lastly, the survey will contain a basic summary of what the survey will contain as to avoid distressing individuals who may find the topic sensitive allowing participant optionally to opt out before seeing any questions and examples (Bath University 2023).


3.6 Data collection
Data collection for the literature review will primarily utilise academic and government journals as they will provide the researcher with information relating to the beating back crime plan and the cost-of-living crises. Academic research will be very useful when conducting research as research papers are likely to scrutinise changes allowing the researcher to gain information that avoids one sided argument (Rallison 2015). This form of research also allows the researcher to gain an understanding of why people may support the policy or stand against it. Government data will be utilised as these changes are created and enforced by the British Government allowing the researcher to collect accurate data about the changes (Western Sydney University 2022). This will allow the researcher to avoid collecting data that could be written in such a way that purposefully or unintentionally exaggerates information about the beating back crime plan furthermore, this will also allow the researcher to avoid bias sources that could lead false data collection and conclusions (Florczad 2021). The literature review will primarily rely on secondary sources as opposed to primary, this is due to the nature of the literature review exploring the effects of the cost-of-living crises and the potential impacts of the Beating Back Crime Plan (Wickham 2019).
Information will also be gathered through survey of which will be distributed amongst the public either in person or by the use of social media pages allowing the researcher to gather quantitative amounts of data in a timely manner furthermore, the data collected in the surveys will also be utilised in the dissertation to see the publics viewpoints and understanding on the Beating Back Crime Plan to reach and appropriate conclusion (Phair and Warren 2022).  Information within the survey will contain information about the beating back crime plan and whether people support the changes alongside the potential positives and negatives relating to the changes e.g., the changes to stop and search and its impacts on crime prevention. The survey will also contain questions about the cost-of-living crises primarily relating to their thoughts about growing criminal activity and whether they or anyone they know has personally been a victim of crime since the cost-of-living crises began.  Lastly, the survey will provide a summary about each subject allowing the participants to gain a basic understanding of what they are being asked as well as gaining an understanding into the changes that the Beating Back Crime Plan will provide (Broadley 2023). This will be done as to avoid confusion with the added benefit of participants providing answers that are more genuine as opposed to random. This form of research is considered primary research due to the surveys being created and distributed by the researcher in order gather information about the cost-of-living crises and beating back crime plan (University of Wolverhampton 2018).




3.7 Data Sampling
The chosen participants will consist of the general British public in order to gain a general understanding of what the people within the United Kingdom think and feel about Beating Back Crime plan as well as the Cost-of-Living Crises. The Survey will not consist of people outside of the United Kingdom however, non-British citizens will be selected if they have lived within the United Kingdom. people outside of the United Kingdom will not be participating due to the differences in living conditions as well as differences in crime prevention of which are likely lead to inconsistencies in data due to differences in national values.
3.8 Data Analysis
The data will be analysed to understand what changes will be brought to the British police service alongside understanding arguments for and against changes within the Beating Back Crime plan alongside understanding the perception that the general public holds towards these changes. Most data will be analysed through government data as well as academic papers to ensure information is supported by reliable sources. Public opinion will be analysed through surveys that the researcher will both create and distribute to the British public, this data will be analysed to see what the public perception is on these changes and will primarily be analysed to see whether public confidence is either high or low in relation to these changes. 
Analysis will also be conducted to see how the cost-of-living crises has impacted local communities in terms of organised crime and whether this economic crisis has led to increased growth and influence within working class areas. This data will also be analysed by use of academic and government websites to see how financial struggles caused by the crises could have led to increased gang activity. Surveys will primarily be analysed to understand if anyone has personally noticed any changes to criminal activity within local communities as well as understand their current perception of organised crime within the United Kingdom. lastly, will also analyse whether the participant feels personally affected by the crises in terms of external criminal activity and whether they feel safe when travelling both within and outside of their own community. 
Lastly, data will be analysed by use of qualitative and quantitative approaches. The reason for the researcher will utilise these methods is due to the use of survey as and supported data as the surveys will primarily relate to general statistical data of which will both be qualitive and quantitative.


3.9 Limitations
As with any form of research limitations will always be a prominent part of data collection either due to personal issues or due to constraints faced by research opportunities. The first limitation will be the lack of qualitative data from the survey as most people who will be participating will likely not have a good understanding of the subject matter leading to a very generalised understanding of what people think and feel about current economic conditions and the Beating Back Crime Plan. secondly, the researcher also has a job that they must perform simultaneously alongside this research project meaning that the researcher must plan ahead allowing them to avoid falling behind on both endeavours. This can be considered a major limitation if not managed properly as the researcher risks missing crucial milestones on the project if they prioritise work over the research however, as long as the researcher organises their time appropriately both can be manged with minor difficulty. Lastly, the survey will require at least 30 participants that live in the United Kingdom of which can prove to be a potential limitation due to the researcher not being active on social media. This means that the researcher could face difficulties when finding survey participants likely taking longer than is ideal to gain enough participants for the survey.
3.10 How will the survey be structured
The survey will consist of yes and no styles questions with 10 overall questions, these questions will primarily relate to the opinions of the beating back crime plan and whether it will be an effective method at deterring crime. this survey will contain no written answers due to the survey primarily orientating around statistics of which don’t line up with descriptive answers. The survey will also contain questions about the cost-of-living crises and whether it has had an impact on their local community on a criminal level. These questions will not contain any descriptive crimes as to avoid making the participant uncomfortable however, the questions ask whether the participant feel confident that the situation will improve or further deteriorate in the near to mid future. Lastly, the survey will include a brief description of what will be on the survey as to allow the participants to back out of the survey if they feel uncomfortable with the questions would be answering. The survey will also contain information detailing what the survey will be used for whist also reassuring the participants of their anonymity in case of any security breaches on the research part. 




















Chapter 4 Survey findings


4.1 Introduction
This survey will primarily focus on how the general public feels about the changes contained within the beating back crime plan whilst also asking whether the cost-of-living crises has had an impact on their local community. This survey has a total of 35 participants who all consented to take part in this survey whilst also allowing the researcher to utilise any data that is collected to be used for academic purposes. 
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4.2 Participants views on the Beating Back Crime Plan
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Description automatically generated]Question 1: Participants opinions on the recruitment plan to increase police recruitment by 20,000.








14.3% of participants felt that the current recruitment numbers were not sufficient for crime prevention instead largely favoured increasing the recruitment goal further of which 60% felt would increase crime prevention within local communities. 25.7% of the participants felt that police recruitment would not be effective at crime prevention meaning that these participants may instead feel that a different approach should be taken to prevent crime. 
To conclude, the participants largely feel that the 20,000-recruitment goal is not a sufficient method for crime prevention largely believing that an increase to the recruitment goal would likely have a bigger impact whilst the 25.7% if the participants felt the recruitment goal simply would not have an impact on crime and would likely be a waste in terms of resources. The remaining 14.3% felt confident with the current recruitment goal of which could’ve been due to their location being relatively safe in term so of crime or due to having high confidence with the polices ability to prevent crime. 
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The majority of the participants supported the idea of police constables being able to conduct stop and search without probable cause however, it is worth noting that whilst 51.4% supported this change 28.6% of participants felt that this should not be the case while the remaining 20% remained unsure. 
Just over half of the participants who took part in this survey are in favour of the police having the right to conduct stop and searches on the public without probable cause. This could indicate that half of the participants feel that stop and search is an effective method or is simply necessary to prevent crime within local communities. This contradicts a similar survey created by the Office for Police Conduct where 49% of people who were surveyed largely felt that stop and search was utilised incorrectly as well as being unnecessary when it came to crime prevention. The survey created by the Office for Police Conduct also showed that people who supported stop and search were largely white and over the age of 55 whilst younger participants who were ethnic minority largely thought stop and search was unnecessary (Independent Office for Police Conduct 2021). 
Question 3: Does the general public believe that stop and search could become further controversial if stop and search can be conducted without probable cause. 
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The participants largely acknowledge the risks of stop and search with 48.6% of participants answering yes to tensions increasing among minority groups and the police alongside 42.9% of participants believing that there is a possibility of tensions increasing. Interestingly only 8.6% of the participant believe that stop and search will not have any negative impacts on community relations possibility indicating that the participants have full confidence in individual police officers performing their duty with appropriate care, there is also the possibility that the 8.6% have never been stopped and search or witnessed any negative impacts of stop and search on social media.
This is somewhat consistent with research conducted by Criminal justice Inspectorate where participants were asked if they felt safe when being stopped and search. This is relevant to the current topic as if people do not feel safe tensions are likely to rise within specific communities within the United Kingdom. the research conducted by the Criminal Justice Inspectorate indicated that 31% felt no positive impact when police constables conduct stop and search furthermore, 48% felt confident that the police were carrying out stop and search to prevent criminal activity (Criminal Justice Inspectorate 2023). 

Question 4: Does the public support the creation of the National Online Platform?
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The majority of participants were in favour of the National Online Platform with 62.9% of participants answering that it would have a positive impact on the police service as well local communities. This support is likely due the National Online Platform expanding ways in which members of the public can interact with the police of which would allow more members of the public to become more involved in the neighbourhood watch program. This would prove to be successful in reality as the National Online Platform would be realised and named the Digital Police Service and would prove to be successful at increasing cohesion between local communities and the police service. 
A small minority of participants felt that the National Online Platform simply would not receive widespread use across the United Kingdom of which only 17.9% felt its effects would be reliable when it comes to community and police cohesion. This is a reasonable assumption as more than three quarters of emergency 999 calls are non-emergencies showing that the majority of callers are either unaware of the non-emergency number or simply don’t want to use it. This logic can be applied to the Digital Police Service as most people are more likely to utilise the 999-emergency number before considering the Digital Police (Allen 2016).
This is very consistent with a survey conducted by the National Police Chief’s Council of which asked whether people supported the idea of police and community cohesion on social media. This survey indicated that 75% of participants wanted to be notified of incidents within their local community e.g., missing persons and road traffic collisions indicating that the participants believe in an increase in digital policing (National Police Chief’s council 2021).

Question 5: Do the participants support the changes contained within the Beating Back Crime Plan?
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The majority of participants felt unsure whether the Back Crime Plan would be effective at both preventing and stopping criminal activity within the United Kingdom of which would make up 45.7% of the overall participants. Although the majorty of participants answered that they were unsure the majority of participants believed that it would either be effective or ineffective with 34.3% of participans answering that the Beating Back Crime Plan would be effective a detering and stopping crime across the United Kingdom with the remaining 20% answering that it would not be effective.
The answers given are somwhat consistent with a survey conducted by the Office for National Statistics where participans were asked if the public service operated poorly would any changes bring about positve outcomes of which  answered that improvements would be likely if changes were made however, the key difference between the two surveys is that 49% of participants answered that the services would liekly not be improved upon if changes were made (Lelli 2022).

4.3 Participants thoughts on the cost of living crises and the impacts it has had on their local communities

Question 6: Have you personally noticed crime increasing in your local area
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65.7% of the participants have noticed an increase in criminal activity within their local community since the cost-of-living crises began, this increase could of course be a general increase in crime e.g., thefts and violence however, the possibility of organised criminal activity could be a likely cause due to increases in county-lines and gang violence. 65.7% of participants answered yes to an increase in criminal activity.
34.3% of participants answered no to crime increasing within the United Kingdom of which still remains consistent with Halsey and White but is also an indication that some communities simply are not experiencing changes in criminal activity. This could be associated with the participants living conditions as organised criminal gangs are more likely to form in financially disadvantaged communities. This can be further supported by the fact that crimes against businesses had largely increased with shoplifting and fraud rising by 4% across the United Kingdom (Stripe 2023). 
This is not consistent with a survey conducted by the Home Office where participants largely felt safe from criminal activity within their local communities. This can be seen with both ethnic minorities of which 63% answered yes to feeling safe within their communities furthermore, 80% of the white participants also answered yes to feeling safe within their local communities. Lastly, people living in economically deprived regions also had a majority yes with 62% of participants stating that they felt safe in their community (Home Office 2023). 
Question 7 Do you believe that financial support could decrease county lines within financilly worse off communities
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The overwhelming majority of participants felt that financial support would be effective at preventing county line operations within financially worse off areas with 74.3% of participants answering yes to financial support and 25.7% of participants feeling that financial support would not prevent county lines within financially worse off communities. 
This survey has very similar results to a survey conducted by the charitable organization named the Revolving Doors which indicated that 76% of participants believed that crime would increase if poverty was to grow within local communities furthermore, 68% believed that instead of sending offenders who commit poverty-related crime to prison instead should be supported to reduce the likelihood of re-offending. The key similarities is that both survey participants believed that financial support would reduce criminal activity in local communities (Revolving Doors 2022).


Question 8: Since the Beginning of the Cost-of-Living Crises have you or anyone you know fallen victim to a criminal act. 
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Most of the participants answered yes to crime being an issue within their lives during the cost-of-living crises with 40% answering that a person they know a person who has fallen victim to a criminal act, 11.4% of participants also that a friend and I have personally fallen victim to a criminal act alongside 8.6% of participants answering that they themselves have fallen victim to a criminal act since the cost-of-living crises began. Lastly, 40% of the participants answered no to this question meaning that no criminal acts have happened to anyone they know or to themselves. 
This information does line up with crime statistics gathered by the Office for National Statistics which indicates that crimes against persons have risen in 2022 compared to 2020 which indicates that people are now far more likely to fall victim to criminal activities. This partially lines up with the with the researchers survey due to the majority of participants answering that someone they know or themselves have fallen victim to a criminal act since the Cost-of-Living Crises began (Jones 2023).

Question 9 Do you believe that organised crime will stagnate or rise once the UK leaves the cost-of-living crises
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The results show that just over half of the participants believe that organised crime will decrease once the United Kingdom comes out of the cost-of-living crises however, these results are roughly even as just under half of the participants answered that organised crime will increase even after the cost-of-living crises has ended. The results show that 51.4% of participants believed that organised crime would decrease once the United Kingdom comes out of the cost-of-living crises whilst the remaining 48.6% of participants felt that organised crime would not decrease once the United Kingdome recovers from the cost-of-living crises. 
It’s reasonable to assume that crime could either decrease or remain the same once the United Kingdom comes out of the Cost-of-Living Crises of which will mostly be determined with what policies the British Government approves of in the future as well as any unforeseeable events that may occur. There is truly not much information that can be compared to this question however it does indicate that the participants are largely split on whether the British Government and emergency services will be capable of improving crime rates within local communities during and after the Cost-of-Living Crises. 

Question 10: Do you believe the British government is doing enough to tackle organised crime within the United Kingdom?
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The overwhelming majority of participants do not feel that the British Government is not doing enough to tackle organised crime across the United Kingdom with only 17.1% of participants answering that the British Government is using all its available power to reduce organised crime within the United Kingdom and 60% answering that the British government is not doing enough. This is somewhat consistent with a survey conducted by the Mathew Lelii where only 35% of participants had full trust in the British government and its actions however this survey did indicate that local government as well as the public services had more trust by comparison. 
The participants answers in Mathew Lelii and the researchers are quite similar when it comes to who the public trust, this can be seen with question two where 51.4% of the researchers participants answered that they trusted the police enough to have the right to stop and search people without probable cause of which would be the majority. By comparison only 17.1% of participants do not seem to believe that the government is doing enough indicating a lack of trust for the British government. Mathew Lelii’s survey also indicated a lack of trust in the British government by comparison to the public service of which can be seen with 80% of the participants answering that they trusted the public services compared to 35% of participants answering that they trust the British government (Lelii 2022).












Chapter 5 Conclusion

Introduction 5.1
The conclusion will contain a summary of the primary finding as well as the literature review.
The conclusion will also lay out the aims and objective that the researcher set at the beginning of this dissertation. 

5.2 Aims
The aim of this dissertation is to critically review the Beating Back Crime Plan and whether it will bring positive changes in terms of crime prevention and public trust. This will be done by comparing older strategies  to the changes in the Beating Back Crime Plan as some of the changes within the Beating Back Crime Plan recycle older methods of which will likely contain some of the previous draw backs as well as some of the potential positives furthermore, newer methods will also be analysed to see if they address issues in relation to poverty based crime as well as organised crime and whether the plan seeks to reduce these forms of criminal activity or if it is likely to create a divide between the police and sub culture groups. Lasty, evaluating the cost-of-living crisis’s impact on crime will also be essential as the beating back crime plan may not be effective at crime prevention if the source of crime is financial desperation potentially leading to a more reactive approach to stopping crime as opposed to preventative. These will be the main aims due to their relevance in the modern day as well as how they may impact the United Kingdom in the near future, this is important as these topics may see changes in how Britian polices the nation and whether crime could increase as a result of inflated prices on basic goods and decreased job opportunities. 
5.3 Objectives
· Evaluate changes contained within the Beating Back Crime Plan.
· Critically review whether the Beating Back Crime Plan will prevent crime in the short to long term and the potential impacts it may have on the public and crime.
· Analyse current economic conditions and how it has impacted county lines.
· Discuss how the cost-of-living crises has impacted organised crime in low-income areas.


5.3.2 Evaluate changes contained with the Beating Back Crime Plan and review whether it will prevent crime
In conclusion, the Beating Back Crime plan was created by the Conservative government beginning with former Prime Minister Boris Johnson in 2021 and being carried over to Prime Minister Rishi Sunak in 2023 to 2024. The key idea behind the Beating Back Crime Plan is to “level up Britian” meaning modernise policing methods as well as the uses of technology. Once such change being an increase in policing staff of which would consist of 20,000 additional police officers in order to reinforce an understaffed police service. The key issues that was found with this recruitment scheme is that it does not actually increase how many officers are in the police instead it only just about brings back former police staff falling short by 1000.
 This essentially means that the recruitment plans main goal is to bring back 20,000 of the former 21,000 police staff that have been lost since 2012 up to 2023. Furthermore, the issue with this plan is that it does not improve upon job quality of which has largely been considered responsible for most police officers leaving the service, this can have a negative effect on the service as many new recruits could leave for the same reason in the near future if job quality is not improved upon. The main concerns that have been stated by former police staff is the lack of pay of which was increased by 7% but the value of the British pound was also devalued as a result of inflation. A lack of protection as also been stated by former police staff of which claims that officers are dissatisfied officers lacking a voice when it comes to how the police are manged of which could be rectified if with an official workers union for the police service. These issues have led to a police retention as of 2023 with over 5000 officers leaving the service of which was predicted by the police federation claimed by Rich Cooke (West Midlands Police Federation 2023).  Lastly, the researchers survey also indicated that 60% of the 35 participants largely believed that the recruitment plan should have been over the 20,000 recruitment gaol indicating that the majority of participants felt that there is a lack of police officers within their community furthermore, 25.7% of the participants also felt that changes to the service were more important that recruitment indicating that the participants feel that the police service needs to become more modernised if crime is to be prevented.
Additional changes to the Beating Back crime Plan is the way in which an officer is able to conduct stop and search without probable cause on members of the public. This is considered a radical change to the current practice of stop and search as the current usage requires that a police officer has probable cause to stop and search a suspect e.g., fitting the description of a known offender or due to suspicious actions that appear criminal in nature.  This change being very controversial due the likelihood of this being abused by individual police officers leading to cultural and ethnic minority groups having increased chances of being stopped and search over the majority of the population. Another issue with this change is that it is not effective at crime prevention as stop and search relies on catching an offender with an illegal article rather than deterring the population from carrying these articles in the first place furthermore, it is more likely that stop and search could increase criminal activity due to the potential for the public to protest and riot when stop and search is conducted inappropriately of which could be increased if the police can stop and search without probable cause.
The National Online Platform also known as the Digital police is also a great idea due to it making heavy utilisation of modern technology that being the internet and has many great features that are useful to both the general public as well as the police service. The main benefits of the digital police service is the option to send non-emergency emails to the police providing another method of communication between the police and the public furthermore, people may search specific destinations within the United Kingdom to gain a general understanding of its criminal activities as well as the frequency of crime committed. The key downside with this idea is that it is unlikely to receive widespread use much like the 101 calls being overlooked by the general public in favour of the 999-emergency call however, this can still provide a more modern method for neighbourhood watch allowing more members of the public to assist each other in safeguarding their communities. The survey also indicated that 62.9% of participants were favour of the digital police service indicating that the vast majority of participants believe that there should be more cohesion between members of the public and the police. 



5.3.3 Analyse current economic conditions and how it has impacted county lines and discuss how the cost-of-living crises has impacted organised crime in low-income areas.
The cost-of-living crises has had a major impact on the financial well-being of many people across the United Kingdom due to increasing prices on consumer goods and services. The cost-of-living crises was largely started due to Brexit and Covid-19 both of which would have a major impact on market growth within the United Kingdom due to changes in market regulations and open trade. This has left many people with less disposable income due to the late responses to inflation as many jobs and professions had not adjusted workers’ salaries based on current market prices. This means that people who may have been financially stable initially may instead be financially struggling of which has been responsible for increases on criminal activity due to financial desperation as well as different social environments. 
One aspect of crime that has been impacted is county-lines of which primary targets vulnerable individuals as a means of financial exploitation, this exploitation can be conducted through multiple methods e.g., drug running or sexual service both of which focus on a victim being either forced or manipulated into conducting illegal services for a criminal organisation. The reason this is important is due to the cost of living’s impact on people financial wellbeing or which is likely to have a mental impact on both adults as well as children making them potential victims to county lines. The reason this increases the risk of county lines involves both financial desperation as well as mental health firstly, a gang may offer small amounts of money or illicit substances to financially desperate individuals as a means of cooperation of which the gang may use violence or threats to ensure cooperation continues. Vulnerable individuals such as the mentally handy capped, children and people with mental health conditions are far more likely to be targeted by county line gangs due to their impaired judgment. This impaired judgment means that vulnerable people are more likely to view criminal organisations in a more positive way making them more susceptible being manipulated by a criminal organisation alternatively, mental vulnerability can be the reason a victim does not seek help from their friends, family or the police keeping them in a helpless cycle of exploitation. This is relevant to the cost-of-living crises as people who are financially struggling are more likely to either become involved in county lines out of desperation or due to a declining mental state of which has impacted both children and adults creating further difficulties with county lines prevention. 

5.4 Survey findings Beating Back Crime Plan

Survey findings on the uplift program
The participants largely had mixed opinions on the survey showing both support and disapproval of aspect of the Beating Back Crime Plan. This can be seen with the police uplift program as most participants did not feel that the Beating Back Crime Plan was increasing the police service to a standard that befits modern times. This could primary be due to the fact that the government is only bringing back 20,000 of the original 21,000 police officers however, it is likely that the participants have noticed that there is a lack of a police presence within their local communities due to the retention crisis. 

Survey findings on stop and search
The researchers survey also concluded that 51.4% of the participants were in favour of stop and search without probable cause of which indicates that the public may either have confidence in how the police conduct themselves when on duty or believe that stop and search works well as a deterrent on offenders who carry weapons or illicit drugs furthermore, 48.6% answered that stop and search would increase tensions among minority groups if the police were allowed to stop and search people without probable cause whilst 42.9% answered that it was possible that tensions would increase showing that despite the participants approval of easing stop and search regulations that the participants are mostly aware of its negative impacts on minority groups. Interestingly most of the participants acknowledged that the changes to stop and search would likely increase tensions amongst minority groups and the police. This indicates that most of the participants are aware of the dangers that stop and search could bring but believe that the changes could be necessary to prevent crime. 

Survey finding on the National Online Platform
62.9% of the participants were in favour of the National Online Platform this indicates that the majority of participants agree that the police service should become more involve with digital technology furthermore, this also indicates that most of the participants agree that local communities should have more options when communicating with the police service further increasing cohesion with crime prevention. 

Do participants agree that the Beating Back Crime Plan will prevent crime if implemented 
Interestingly most of the participants were unsure about how effective the Beating Back Crime Plan would be if implemented. This could primary be due to the fact that most of the participants do not feel qualified to answer this question however, it is also possible to assume that the participants simply believe that elements of the Beating Back Crime Plan will be effective whilst other will not e.g., most participants being I favour of the National Online Platform over the uplift program. Lastly, more people did in fact believe that the Beating Back Crime Plan would be effective vs those who did not indicating that they likely support the changes contained within the policy. 

5.5 Survey findings cost of living crisis

Did the participants feel as though crime had increased since the cost-of-living crisis began
The overwhelming majority of participants felt as though crime had increased in their local community of which indicates multiple possibilities. Firstly, the participants may live in a community that has been negatively impacted by the cost-of-living crisis increasing criminal activity. Secondly, it is also possible that the participants fear in crime has risen since the cost-of-living crisis began indicating a worry about personal safety. Both of these reasons are reasonable for the participants as crime has risen due to crime increases and desperation. 

Did the participants believe that financial support would decrease county lines
The overwhelming majority of participants did in fact believe that financially supporting those who are either financially desperate would decrease the amount of county lines activity within worse off communities. This is a reasonable assumption as people who are struggling financially are more likely to fall victim to county lines. This can either be due to the stress this can bring onto a person making them mentally vulnerable or due to desperation of which can lead a person to person falling victim to county lines in exchange for money. The opposition also have a reasonable claim as financial support has not always reduced criminal activity which can be seen with job seekers allowance which does not always prevent people from committing crimes. 

Have the participants or anyone they know fallen victim to crime since the cost-of-living crises began
The results were largely mixed showing that 40% had not been victims of crime whilst another 40% had answered that a person they know has fallen victim to a crime. it is worth adding that a further 11% had in fact become a victim of crime alongside someone they know since the cost-of-living crises began, with the remaining 8% stating that they had been a victim of crime. This question largely indicated that crime has had some level of impact on the majority of participants whether it be themselves or someone they know showing that to some extent the cost-of-living crises is having an impact on crime.

Did the participants believe that crime would stagnate once the UK leave the cost-of-living crisis
Half of the participants thought that crime would stagnate whilst the other half thought crime would continue to rise. This is a reasonable belief as unforeseeable events could further impact the British economy much like the Ukraine war, Isreal-Palastain conflict and Covid-19. 

Lastly, Do the participants believe that the Government is doing enough to tackle organised crime within the United Kingdom 
60% of the overall participants did not believe that the Government was doing enough to tackle organised crime within the United Kingdom. This is a reasonable belief as the Government has not addressed many of the current issues that the police have addressed e.g., job quality and pay both of which have led to a job retention within the police service. Furthermore, the Government has also been known for defunding the public sector of which has led to decrease in crime prevention and reactive strategies. 







5.6 Recommendations

1. A larger amount of participants is recommended if further studies are taken this would provide the researcher with more variety when it comes to participants in terms of education, religion and economic status. This would provide more representation amongst participants as a smaller sample size is less likely to be similar to the larger societies views.

2. It would also be more beneficial if research is conducted when the beating back crime plan is implanted as finding adequate sourcing proved difficult when conducting research. this would also prove beneficial during interviews or using surveys as the average person is currently unaware of the Beating Back Crime Plans existence. 

3. Lastly, according to findings from the surveys most participants believed that stop and search should be conducted without a reasonable ground. More awareness behind the uses of stop and search may prove to be beneficial as stop and search can be easily abused creating further divides amongst communities and the police.


5.7 Limitations 


1. Providing reliable sources proved difficult when researching the Beating Back Crime Plan, this is due to the fact that the Beating Back Crime Plan is yet to be implemented in the United Kingdom. The workaround for this was based on older data that could be compared to the innovations of the Beating Back Crime Plan of which can be seen specifically with Stop and Search as well as the 20,000 police recruitment scheme.

2. The amount of participants the researcher could gather also proved to be a great limitation when sending out surveys, this limitation would be further limiting as the researcher needed specifically people who live within the United Kingdom meaning that the utilisation of online servers could not be used e.g., Facebook or Discord. This left the researcher with 35 participants limiting the amount of potential diverse answers the researcher could have gathered. 

3. Lastly, there was a high amount of biased sources when conducting research on both the Beating Back Crime Plan as well as the cost-of-living crises. These biased sources were commonly of a political nature meaning that they could not be utilised due to both incorrect data and altered narratives.
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Appendices
This link contains the survey that the researcher used to collect their primary findings from participants.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eY2Y0RxvehzRBcKGOr3ILcIdHgRRnXj1V5FPpUX0bDs/edit
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