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Research about virtual learning environment on students
A virtual learning environment  or VLE is a design space for teaching and learning. For same virtual conjures up an artificial world that replaces real life. But virtual learning environments neither replace classrooms nor existing education practice. They enhance them.
A VLE is normally not designed for a specific course or subject, but is capable of supporting multiple courses over the full range of the academic program, giving a consistent interface within the institution and to some degree with other institutions using the system. The virtual learning environment supports the worldwide exchange of information between a user and the learning institute he or she is currently enrolled in through digital mediums like e-mail, chat rooms, web sites or a forum
Virtual learning environments exist in education nowadays and are effectively used to deliver training materials and assist the progress of communication within a module.
In the 1989 the University of Phoenix become the first institution to launch a fully online collegiate institution that offered both bachelors and master degree. In 1996 entrepreneurs Glen Jones and Bernand Luskin launched Jones International University, witch become the first accredited and fully web-based  university. Since the creation of these fully online programs and school, distance learning has continued to grow in many different directions.
As a result of the UK Government 2005 strategy paper Harnessing Technology –
transforming learning and children’s services, which emphasised institutions and 
learning providers making more effective use of technology (Becta, 2010), 
Ofsted reported on a sample of 34 schools investigating the impact of VLEs on 
students’ learning (Becta, 2009). The reports were published between 
September 2005 and December 2007 and concluded that just over half of the 
schools surveyed were positive about the impact of VLEs on learning and 
teaching
Institutions of higher and further education use VLEs in order to:

VLE can be used for distance learning or supplement traditional face to face classroom activities.
Institutions of higher and further education use VLEs in order to:

      Economize on the time of teaching staff, and the cost of instruction.
       Provide instruction to students in a flexible manner to students with varying time and location constraints.
Provide instruction in a manner familiar to the current web-oriented generation of students.
         Facilitate the networking of instruction between different campuses or even colleges.
        Provide for the reuse of common material among different courses.
· Provide automatic integration of the results of student learning into campus information systems.
· Provide the ability to deliver various courses to a large number of students. 

· Benefits of virtual learning environments for students and teachers
For students a VLE allows them to benefit from self-paced learning and the opportunity to learn new skills without to travel or arrange childcare while they attend courses. They also get a real sense of achievement. 
For teachers, the benefits of VLE are also huge. They can set lessons or training courses, no matter how far a part they are based, allowing them to work remotely too if needed.
Michael Van Beek, director of education policy at the Mackinac center for Public Policy in Michigan, US, found out by a research he made in 2012,that a VLE helps students to engage in personalised education. At the same time it frees teachers from the constraints of classroom management task.
· The advantage and disadvantages  of VLE.
Some of the advantages that VLE has are:
1. Accessibility: Another advantage of online education is that it allows students to attend classes from any location of their choice. It also allows schools to reach out to a more extensive network of students, instead of being restricted by geographical boundaries. Additionally, online lectures can be recorded, archived, and shared for future reference. This allows students to access the learning material at a time of their comfort.
2. Location: you can take part in o line courses from any location where you can have internet acces.
3. Affordable: you can learn from the comfort of you’re own home, so no costs are involved in VLE.
4. Efficiency
Online learning offers teachers an efficient way to deliver lessons to students. Online learning has a number of tools such as videos, PDFs, podcasts, and teachers can use all these tools as part of their lesson plans. By extending the lesson plan beyond traditional textbooks to include online resources, teachers are able to become more efficient educators.
· Some disadvantages of VLE are:
1. Lack of social and emotional skills:
as the classes take part over the internet there isn't much interaction or face to face communication among the students
2. Reduced personal interaction between teacher and students.
3. Technology Issues 
Another key challenge of online classes is internet connectivity. While internet penetration has grown in leaps and bounds over the past few years, in smaller cities and towns, a consistent connection with decent speed is a problem. Without a consistent internet connection for students or teachers, there can be a lack of continuity in learning for the students.
A software that provides a platform for virtual learning environment is Moodle.
The word Moodle was originally an acronym for Modular Object-Oriented Dynamic Learning Environment, which is mostly useful to programmers 
and education theorists.
It can run on Windows and Mac operating 
systems and many distributions of Linux.
Moodle was designed by Martin Dougiamas who has graduate degrees in computer science and education. Dougiamas started a Ph. D. To examine “the use of open source software to support a social constructionist epistemology of teaching and learning within internet-based communities of reflective inquiry".
Moodle was introduced in 2001 and by 2011 Moodle had a user base in 2012 countries with more than 40 thousand active sites in more then 75 languages.
In 2013 Moodle was the second largest provider, but going in third place by 2017 due to increased adoption of instructure's semi-opensourse.
The main characteristics of this platform are:
Suitable for 100% online classes as well as 
supplementing face-to-face learning. 
- Simple, lightweight, efficient, compatible, low-tech browser interface. 
- Easy to install on almost any platform that supports PHP. Requires only one database that it is shared.
Course listing shows descriptions for every 
course on the server, including accessibility to guests. 
- Courses can be categorised and searched, one Moodle site can support thousands of courses.
I carried out a research in the form of an e-questionnaire (Survey Monkey). The survey was made about the virtual learning software platform Moodle and its been shared with a small group of students that are using the platform during the courses at University of Wales Trinity Saint David, as we are facing hard times with the crisis we are going true the number of students that took the surbey is quite small.
The survey goes as fallowed: 
1.   Please select you’re gender
         ●Male
         ●Female
   2. What is you’re age?
            ● 16 - 21
            ● 21 - 27
            ● 28 – 33
            ● 33 – 39
            ● 39+
  3. Have you used Moodle before the start of this course
            ● Yes
            ● No
   4. Did you had training on how to use Moodle?
           ● Yes
           ● No
  5. How easy is Moodle platform to use?
           ● Very easy
           ● Easy 
           ● Medium
           ● Hard
           ● Very hard
  6. How often do you use Moodle?
          ● Once a week
          ● 2-6 times a week
          ● More than six times a week
          ● Not at all
   7. Is Moodle improving the quality of learning?
          ● Yes
          ● No
          ● Not sure
    8. What mode of learning do you prefer?
          ● Online
          ● Face to face
          ● Both of them
          ● Not sure

The survey had been shared true social media for students to be completed in their own time.
On this survey took part 17 students both male and female, female gender being predominant by 78%, the age very but most of them being between 22- 27 years old (41%) 
On question 3 if they used the platform before 88% answered no witch made me think it was challenging for them to start and have a new way of learning.
As a part of my research I wanted to know if training on how to use the platform has been given to them, 59% of them didn’t had this privilege witch made me a bit worried as this suppose to be done mandatory as the platform plays a big part in our virtual learning.
Carrying out with the research I’ve found out that most of them find this platform not very easy but also not very hard to use it.
Moodle is being used 2 – 6 times a week by 76% of the students that took part of the survey, that means the platform started to be a part of their virtual learning environment and it is essential tl have this platform as it help us for better learning.
As 70% of students think that the platform is improving the quality of learning, 17% still are not sure about it and still have to figure out how they feel about it, while the rest feel that it doesn’t help at all.
When it comes to what type of learning is preferred students are being separated in 2 different types, 47% prefer to have an online learning while 41% they don't mind is its face to face or online learning.
By this research we can see that the training on how to use the platform needs to be improved and mandatory for everybody. Students are more likely to choose an virtual learning also highly helpful for students with full time jobs or parents. The platform is improving our learning and is making our life easier.
As a parent i can see that virtual learning environment for me in particular it has just benefits as I’m able to have my kids around me, and be able to spend as much time as possible while I’m studying is no need for paying someone else to watch them while I’m trying to get a degree and have a career in the future.
It’s time saving as you don't have to spend time traveling, money saving, and it’s been a huge help for my confidence as I feel anxious speaking or telling what are my thoughts in front of other people.
As we are in a world crisis, virtual learning environments it’s an essential for all of us, as we have to protect ourselves and the others around us, VLE had been a huge help on this period for schools and colleges. 
I strongly believe that VLE is one of the greatest things that we can have in our days, i don’t think that the classroom should be totally replaced with VLE but it’s the best option we can have on this times and also the best option for the people that want to have another chance for a degree, or just improving themselves , to improve their career, and be able to keep going with their job and not being force to quit one for another.









Using the platform before	
Yes	No	2	15	


Training 	
Yes	No	7	10	


how often do you use it?	
1/week	2-6 t/w	6+/week	not at all	1	13	3	0	


How easy it is to use?	
very easy	easy	medium	hard	very hard	3	3	10	1	0	


what you prefer	
online	face to face	both of them	not sure	8	2	7	0	


improving learning	
Yes	No	Not sure	12	2	3	


Age	
16 - 21	22 - 27	28 - 33	34 - 39	39+	4	7	3	3	0	


Gender	
Female	Male	12	5	

