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The Forest Reverie

This is a two verse poem, the first verse is made up of two sestets which follow the rhyme scheme A-A-B-C-C-B, followed by two self-contained triplets, each with a single rhyme.

Metre: the first two lines are made up of two iambs each ( I couldn’t find a name for that, bimetre perhaps?) followed by a line of iambic trimetre. Lines four and five add a sense of increasing tension by using iambic tetrametre and that tension is released in line six by a return to iambic trimetre. Lines seven to eleven broadly follow the same metre as the opening lines with the exception of a dactylic foot midway through line eleven and line twelve then being in iambic tetrametre.

The two triplets seem to have a complex metre although again the opening two lines follow the same metric pattern as the opening lines of each of the previous sections. Line fifteen is mainly iambic trimetre but starts with an anapaestic foot. Lines sixteen and seventeen (if taken as one) almost mirror that feel, being anapaestic tetrametre with an iambic foot at the end. Line eighteen can metrically speaking, be split into two equal parts of two anapaestic feet and two iambic.

Genre: I think this poem could be though of in terms of a fairytale

Metaphors: relating to birth, new life








Thomas Hardy

The Convergence of the Twain

A poem of eleven self contained triplets. Each verse describes an aspect of the ship, it’s fittings or the belongings of the passengers (as the poem is about the sinking of The Titanic) and how each is consumed by the sea. Different imagery and metaphor is used in each verse. There is an overall feeling conveyed that the material riches of the people aboard count for nothing against the power of the sea and by extension, nature.




Denise Levertov 

The Marriage

This poem is written in the third person. It is perhaps a commentary on a failing marriage, or at least a marriage which is going through a difficult time. The thoughts are conveyed in terms of the couple sharing a bed and contorting themselves in order to try and ‘fit together.’ This could be a metaphor for trying to make the marriage work as a whole. There seems to have been a fundamental breakdown in communication between the couple and the poem ends with an impression that the couple either aren’t  really trying to put things right or simply don’t know how to.






Edward Thomas

The Bridge

A three verse poem with five lines per verse. The first three lines of each verse do not rhyme but then each verse ends with a rhyming couplet. The first three lines of each verse are a form of trimitre, the fourth line tetrametre and the fifth line of each verse contains six stresses with varying numbers of unstressed syllables.

The metaphor is that of a journey, moving on, passing from one place to another. It makes me think of death



Seamus Heaney

Grauballe Man

This poem describes a naturally mummified body, found in a peat bog. It describes many aspects of the man’s physicality; his spine, hips, face and neck etc. And uses many metaphors to describe each, there are also several similes scattered throughout the poem which adds an element of complexity. Considering that each verse is basically a description of a part of the corpse, perhaps the poet thought that using a mixture of similes and metaphors would add interest for the reader.







Andrew Marvell

The Coronet

As we discussed in the lecture, this poem contains a variety of styles which give the work a feeling of constant movement. It would be very difficult to comment on any theoretical aspect of the poem without going through it in detail line by line, something which I initially intended todo with the first poem I chose which at first seemed relatively straight forward. I’ve learned my lesson! This poem is intended to be an act of repentance but the poem soon realises that his intention to use his talents in praise is in itself boastful and is yet another sin for which to beg forgiveness, something he does in the second half of the poem. 

Although this poem could possibly be interpreted as a prayer it does not use a biblical discourse but rather leans towards the abstract and relies heavily on the readers ability to decode it’s meaning.
