Assignment 2
This assignment is about lgbt+ (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender+) families within the community of Swansea. It will look at the history of lgbt+ rights and how it has affected the community. It will specifically look at lgbt+ families within this community, and it will outline what measures are in place for lgbt+ families and make recommendations to improve services for families within the community. It will also look at lgbt+ families on a national scale to see how local community issues can translate into national and international issues for lgbt+ families within the United Kingdom (UK).
In the UK Fish (2012) states that 3.6 million people that identify as lgbt and live within in our communities and come from all demographic backgrounds. Mallon (2006) also mentions that the lgbt+ community itself is widely diverse as lesbian and gay men are part of every race, culture, ethnic group, religious group and socioeconomic affiliation. This is the case in Swansea as it has such a diverse community from religion to culture. With that being said Swansea has a large lgbt+ community within the community itself. As the lgbt+ community has grown over the years and become more acceptable within society, lgbt+ couples have started families, this however is not a new thing as lgbt people have been starting families for years. It is now more accepted in society for lgbt+ people to have families and is recognised by law. There are many ways for a lgbt+ couples or individuals to have a family, such as adoption, fostering, IVF (In vitro Fertilisation) and surrogacy. As with all communities not everyone will be supportive and accepting of such families. There are many people though that are supportive of a same sex couple raising children. It is mentioned that the sexual orientation is not what harms a child it is the discrimination that is harmful (Swannell, 2017). Within the lgbt+ community there are many families, this can lead to discrimination, Swansea council has a strategic equality plan, this plan is a product of the Equality Act 2010 (gov, 2010) and is required by law that all local authorities produce such a document, this is mentioned by Swansea council (2018) that under the equality act it is a legal requirement that local authorities have a strategic equality plan in place to stop discrimination for the most vulnerable of people within the community. The Equality Act 2010 protects people from direct and indirect discrimination, victimisation and harassment regardless of their age, sexual orientation, disability, marital status, race, religion or gender. 
As outlined previously Swansea has such a diverse community and within the community there are sub communities, such as religion, sexual orientation, race and other cultures. For this reason, each sub community will have influences within the said community, such as lgbt+ community in Swansea it can have a strong response from some of the other sub communities. Also mentioned previously lgbt+ families can be discriminated against, they can be victims of hate crime just for being who they are. There are many people in the sub communities today that refuse to accept that a lgbt+ individual or a same sex couple can raise children in today’s society (Pride Angel, 2019). However, in large communities like Swansea the lgbt+ community can have an influence within the community, as there are also many people that will support the lgbt+ community and their families as they believe that everyone has the right to be who they are. Although, Swansea has a large diverse community it is more often that lgbt+ individuals can and will be discriminated against in the community as mentioned not everyone will accept lgbt+ people, they can be beat up or they will be called names for just being open about who they are. Higa (2015) mentions that most young lgbt+ people will say they have been discriminated against when they have been out in the community.  The BBC have reported that hate crime in Swansea against lgbt+ has risen since the last survey in 2013 (BBC 2017). The BBC also mention that Andrew White, director of Stonewall Cymru, has mentioned that while they have come a long way in improving lgbt+ rights in Wales, it is clear there is still a large amount of work that still needs to be done before all lgbt+ people can feel safe, and to feel included and free to be themselves within the community (BBC 2017). 
The lgbt+ community is growing in Swansea, as today it is more accepted within society to identify as a lgbt+ person. With this in mind there also needs to be more provisions and services that can be accessed without the fear of discrimination for lgbt+ families. There are many support groups for families, they are however geared more to the heterosexual families within society although it says all families welcome, lgbt+ individuals tend to refrain from participating in these groups due to fear of discrimination.  This however is not just a local issue for lgbt+ families as the Office of National Statistics (2017) (ONS) state that across the United Kingdom (UK) there are 202,800 same sex families that are registered. This however may not be the correct number of lgbt+ families as this does not include single lgbt+ parents this figure is for same sex couples raising children. Further research into lgbt+ families is needed as there is not much research or support for lgbt+ families. The research that is there for lgbt+ people is for individuals that identify as lgbt+. Therefore, when it comes to raising a family as an lgbt+ person or couple in the local community of Swansea there is a lack of support for such families. Although, nationally this is not the case as when looking at support for lgbt+ families within other local communities there are many groups within those communities that support lgbt+ families. Cardiff has a group called proud 2b mums that is a social support group that meets up once a month to give support to each other this is listed on LGBT South Wales UK (2014). 
The recommendations that can be given for lgbt+ families in Swansea, are that there is a need for more support services for them so that their children do not feel that their family is not normal or feel they are discriminated against. This recommendation is a result of the discrimination that lgbt families can have. As law and legislation protect lgbt+ families nationally and locally it does not stop discrimination. For this recommendation local authorities could set up initiatives using behaviour models of change to implement such initiatives. These initiatives are created to change behaviour within health and social care, in doing this it can empower lgbt families to be more open as they are more accepted within community. The British government have initiatives that are there to help the lgbt community such as the LGBT action plan (2018) but once again it is more for an individual than couples raising children within a same sex relationship. The current initiatives are currently headed by Stonewall these are local campaigns to national ones. On their website they list the campaigns that they are promoting such as the hashtag social media campaigns which they currently backing one of which is the #nobystanders is a campaign to tackle discrimination and hate crime within the lgbt community Stonewall (2019), this only one of the many campaigns they are backing for lgbt people.
With the recommendations for such initiatives the provisions of theses services should be sustainable within the lgbt+ community of families and be applicable which they are as the lack of support for such families gives way for these initiatives to be started. There is also a lack of history of lgbt+ families as such families are not well documented within the community, but as lgbt+ families feel more accepted the more they will be documented throughout history.
To conclude this assignment lgbt rights were looked at but these rights were more for lgbt+ individuals rather than families as mentioned within the assignment. It has discussed lgbt+ families in the community of Swansea and how diverse they are and what effect they can have within the community. The assignment has provided recommendations for lgbt+ families within the community. It has also looked at local issues that can arise and how it can translate to national issues. This assignment has only touched on lgbt+ families within the community as the lack of documentation of lgbt+ families in Swansea is lacking but as mentioned in the future this can change as lgbt+ families feel more accepted within society.
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