Miracles in the Medieval Mind, explanation how miracles were understood in the Middle Ages

Introduction
In the Middle Ages, miracles played an important role in how people understood the world and their relationship with God. Today, miracles are often questioned, but in medieval times they were seen as a normal and meaningful part of life. According to Benedicta Ward (Ward, 1987), miracles were not understood as something against nature, but as signs of God’s presence in the world. This idea is connected to the Bible, especially to the times of miracles of Jesus Christ. This essay will explain how miracles were understood in the Middle Ages, focusing on their meaning, the role of saints and relics, and their importance in society.

Miracles as Signs of God’s Presence
In the Middle Ages, people believed that God was active in everyday life. Because of this, miracles were not seen as strange or impossible events, but as natural signs of God’s action. According to Ward (1987), medieval people did not clearly separate the natural and the supernatural. Everything was part of one reality where God was present always.
This understanding was influenced by the life of Jesus Christ. His miracles in the Bible showed God’s power, and people believed that this power continued in their own time. They did not think miracles happened only in the past, but also in the present.
This understanding can also be connected more deeply to the life of Jesus Christ, because his miracles were not only important in the Bible, but they created a model for how people later understood God’s action. For example, Jesus healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, and even raised the dead. These actions were seen as proof that God’s power can work in the real world. Jesus’s action of faith shows and strengthen faith in Medieval times but also today’s followers of Christ.
 In the Middle Ages, people believed that this power did not disappear after Jesus. Instead, it continued. This idea was also supported by stories about his followers, such as Saint Peter, St John and Paul the Apostle, who were believed to perform miracles as well. Because of this, people thought that miracles were not limited to one time but continued in different ways, and that it can reach anyone who search and looking for God presence in their lives.
Miracles could include healing, protection, or answers to prayer. For medieval people, these events showed that God was close and involved in their lives. In this way, miracles helped people understand difficult situations, because they believed that God could help even in times of suffering (Ward, 1987).

The Role of Saints in Miracles
Another important part of how miracles were understood in the Middle Ages was the role of saints. Saints were seen as holy people who had a special connection with God. After their death, they were believed to continue helping people and interact between God and humans.
Praying to saints was often an act of needing their help. They believed that saints could ask God to perform miracles for them. Many miracle stories were connected to saints; sharing these stories helped their belief in miracles stronger. (Ward, 1987).
In Benedicta Ward’s discussion, saints were not only important because of their holiness, but also because of their relationship with the people from the community. Many miracles were recorded after the death of saints, especially at their tombs or shrines. People believed that the saint are still present  or in some way could respond to their prayers. These miracle stories were often written down by the Church, which helped to confirm their importance and spread belief among people. Ward also shows that miracles were not random, but often connected to specific places and situations, which made them more real for medieval believers. In this way, saints became a bridge, faith connection between everyday life and the presence of God.
Saints were also seen as continuing the work of Christ. This means that God’s power was still present through people who followed Jesus, because they witnessed his holiness and the miracles he performed through God.
Because of this, miracles felt closer and more personal. People believed they could reach God through saints in their everyday life (Ward, 1987).

Relics and Sacred Places
Relics were also very important in the medieval understanding of miracles. These were physical objects connected to saints, such as bones, clothing, or other personal items. People believed that these objects had special power and could be linked to miracles, because they once belonged to them.
The faith of many people encouraged them to travel to places where relics were kept. This was known as pilgrimage. They believed that visiting these places could bring healing or other miracles. These places became important centres of religious life (Ward, 1987).
Relics helped with people’s faith; the evidence of supporting Gods present deepened their faith that God’s power was not distant, but present in the physical world. 
This reflects the understanding seen in the life of Christ, where God’s power could be experienced in visible ways. Relics connected to Jesus, for example, the cross or places connected to his life, were seen as especially meaningful for his followers. People believed that these objects or locations carried a strong connection to God’s action. For example, places like his tomb in Jerusalem or the garden where he prayed were visited by believers, with hope and faith to feel closer to God through these experiences. In a similar way, objects believed to be connected to Christ, such as the burial cloth, have attracted the attention and devotion of many. These examples show that relics were not only objects, but also a way for people to experience their faith more deeply.
Relics connected to Jesus, especially those linked to his crucifixion, were seen as particularly powerful and meaningful. People believed that these objects had a direct connection to God’s action in the world, which made them very important for medieval belief and practice.

The Social and Cultural Function of Miracles
Miracles were not only important for individuals, but also for the whole society. They helped to strengthen people’s faith and bring communities together. When people heard about miracles, it made their belief in God stronger (Ward, 1987). In many cases, these stories were shared within communities, which helped people feel connected and supported in their beliefs.
The Church also had an important role in this process. It decided which miracles were accepted as true and recorded them. This gave the Church authority and influence over people’s beliefs. At the same time, it also created a sense of trust, because people believed that the Church was helping them understand what was real and what was not.
Miracles also had a strong moral meaning. Some miracles rewarded faith and good behaviour, while others showed punishment for sin. Because of this, miracle stories helped to teach people how they should live. They were not only about supernatural events, but also about guiding behaviour in everyday life.
Miracles were also important because they helped people make sense of their world, especially in difficult situations. When something unexpected happened, miracles gave an explanation that was connected to faith. Many miracle stories were like stories about Christ in the Bible, which made them more meaningful and believable for medieval people. Because of this connection, people felt that their belief had a strong foundation and was not something new or uncertain.

Conclusion
In conclusion, miracles in the Middle Ages were understood as a natural and meaningful part of life. According to Benedicta Ward (1987), they were seen as signs of God’s presence, not as something impossible. This understanding was based on the example of Jesus Christ and continued through saints and relics. The understanding of an important belief that was supported by a strong tradition where Christ is the foundation gives people confidence that miracles were real and meaningful, and not something to question. Miracles were important not only for religion but also for society, because they helped people understand the world and their relationship with God.
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