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The debate of whether students should be allowed to listen to music in the classroom environment is one that is polarising within the educational community, has been ongoing for some amount of time.
It is important to note that one of the most common tangents of this argument, is the affect of music whilst students revise in preparation for exams, which has split the teaching community since however this project intends to evaluate the use of music strictly whilst the student is learning, rather than revising previously encountered material.

The effect that music can have on studying, and where the line is between truth and sensationalism is summarised well in an article by Study International, which explains how music can have a positive effect on studying, but in an indirect manner, such as by improving one’s mood which will positively influence productivity (Segaren, 2019). 
One of the key studies that started the debate on the effect of music, was the notion of the ‘Mozart Effect’ as introduced by Rauscher, Shaw, and Ky in the 1990s, which linked a raise in ability in certain forms of reasoning to the participant listening to music, in this case Mozart (Nantais, 1999). This, upon being reported by the media, led to an explosion of products being released to encourage classical music to children, supposing that it would make them brighter.
However, more recent findings have shown that this link is tenuous at best, and the resulting trends were nothing much more than sensationalism.

Whilst the so called ‘Mozart-Effect’ has been put aside, it still remains to be seen that in some cases the presence of music can have a positive influence on the studies of those who choose to listen to it. In some cases, such as a lot of schools, this choice will be made for the students, where the school rules do not permit them to listen to music, however it remains to be seen why students persistently ask to be able to listen, and this project aims to analyse the evidence both in favour and against music in the educational environment.





























	What are your proposed research questions?

This independent project aims to explore whether listening to music within the classroom environment can have a positive effect on the concentration of students.
Data relating to students’ attainment, and volume of work completed, will be looked at in this review.
The ages looked at will be students in secondary school, both with and without ALN.










	If this is research based then how will your study be organised?




N/A













	How are you intending to analyse your data?  
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