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John Dewey, Educational Philosopher.
Pragmatism is a school of thought, perhaps better described as an active way of moving through the world basing your actions on practical outcomes, that knowledge only has value if it can be experienced in the real world. Within education it’s a way of learning as opposed to the gathering of knowledge through more formal education. It’s less of a one size fits all approach, as it recognises individuals unique experiences can lead to differing truths, but all are valid as reality is measured in such a way that it’s only what’s practical that matters. 
John Dewey is widely considered to be a founder of Pragmatism. From his own research and ideology he termed his own version based around progressive education. 
Instrumentalism could be considered an early iteration of experiential learning as it itself is focused on human experience. This, to any sort of practitioner could be considered a highly effective method of learning as it routes the meaning of the outcome to practical value; the imagined or desired outcome by using what is practical and effective at the time. The benefit of this can be that this may be the ‘best argument’ solution at the time, but only remains so for as long as it remains the ‘best argument’ – leading to more practical and better ways for as long as people keep searching. It could be argued for – on both sides – that the ‘best argument’ is subjective to people’s experiences and thus shaping their views, again in keeping with practicality. 

As a pro (and relating it to outdoor practitioners) it leads to new technical techniques being discovered and honed, which could in turn allow an increase in interest, especially if it leads to accessibility through ease. A diverse range of cultures to the outdoors can only be healthy for the long run. A con however would be that there could never be an ‘ultimate’ truth because of the subjective nature of experiences; that being said, it’s more of an argument against pragmatism in general.
Dewey was influenced by Darwin’s theory of natural selection – in how through evolution, species evolved in such a way that it adapted to the ever changing conditions around them;
          Dewey came to believe that a productive, naturalistic approach to the theory of knowledge must begin with a consideration of the development of knowledge as an adaptive human response to environing conditions aimed at an active restructuring of these conditions. R. Field https://www.iep.utm.edu/dewey/ 
This again relates to outdoor practitioners to the very definition. We develop a vast range of skills from technical that focus on overcoming physical obstacles, to mental faculties that allow us resilience in the worst of conditions – whatever form they take. Thanks to Dewey the ‘best argument’ is currently experiential learning, and using our experiences to find the best solutions for ourselves no matter what situation we find ourselves in.
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