

Week 5- Activity 2
Activity 2 -  Alice's Experience with GPS Tracking
Case Study
Alice is an 82-year-old woman living with moderate dementia. She lives in a small assisted living facility, but she frequently tries to leave the premises, which raises concerns among her family and caregivers. Alice has already wandered off multiple times, once even being found walking along a busy road. Due to her increasing confusion and disorientation, her family is considering using GPS tracking technology to ensure her safety.
Alice’s family is torn between their desire to keep her safe and their concerns about infringing on her independence and privacy. They fear that using GPS monitoring may make her feel restricted, or that she might not understand why she is being tracked.
The assisted living facility where Alice resides has offered to implement a wearable GPS tracking device to monitor her location. The device would notify staff and family members if Alice leaves the premises or enters an area considered unsafe.
The facility explains that the GPS device would- 
· Track Alice’s location in real-time, accessible via an app that her family and caregivers can use.
· Send an alert to caregivers if she leaves the designated safe areas.
· Is designed to be non-intrusive, worn as a bracelet or watch, but Alice may still find it uncomfortable or confusing.
Think about the following-
· What are the potential benefits of using such a device?
· What are the concerns and ethical considerations?
Activity Instructions
The objective of this activity is to explore the ethical issues surrounding the use of GPS tracking for dementia patients by engaging in a role-playing exercise.

1. Divide into groups of 4-5 students.

2. Each group will be assigned a role to play:
· Family member (e.g., Alice’s daughter or son).
· Caregiver (e.g., a staff member at the assisted living facility).
· Healthcare provider (e.g., Alice’s doctor, nurse etc).
· Independent Advocate (someone who represents Alice’s interests and ensures that her rights, dignity, and preferences are respected).

3. Read and discuss the case study 
· Your group will discuss whether to implement GPS tracking for Alice, focusing on the ethical considerations of autonomy, privacy, safety, and consent.

4. Guiding Questions- Think about…
· How would each role perceive the use of GPS tracking?
· What ethical concerns arise, and how would your character address them?
As a group, decide whether or not to implement the GPS tracker for Alice and present your decision and rationale for this to the class.
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