Encyclopaedia Entry
Introduction:
This encyclopaedia entry will be focussing on two main aspects within religion in Britain, from the diffusion of Hinduism, while focussing on a particular community in England. I will further analyse how Hinduism has changed from its first introduction to Britain to how the religion is practised today in Britain. This encyclopaedia entry aims to show the diffusion of Hinduism into British society and to further analyse the impact of this in modern British society. I further aim to increase the awareness of a multi-cultural society within Britain from certain periods of time, while focussing on the post-partition of India, to the growth of such a community today after the arrival in Britain. Anyone wishing to understand the Hindu culture or the Hindu population within Britain today would find this encyclopaedia entry useful, to further understand diversity within Britain and also how religious communities are thriving in such a multi-cultural country. Not only in understanding the Hindu culture but also to understand the impact of a multicultural society on both the current population and even among other religious groups in a growing country.
Historical context:
To establish the understanding of Hinduism as a religion in Britain, we must first consider the historical context on its derivation in the UK. With this, looking first at many historical impacts on Hinduism placed in various countries. As Woodhead, Catto and Zavos (2012:121) mentions that “what we today recognize as Hindu traditions have developed as in integral feature of the socio-cultural landscape of [Britain].” This shows us greatly the way that Hinduism has shaped our culture to what it is today, with also the integration of other religious communities, to further show the impact of a multi-cultural society. As noted by Burghart (1987:8), “… in 1972, General Idi Amin ordered all South Asians holding British passports to quit [Uganda] within three months.” With this, the population were further removed from Uganda during this time where, as Burghart (1987:8) further comments, “the majority of Indians came to Britain.” This had a great impact on the lives of religious believers of Hinduism within Uganda at this time, specifically being relocated to an unknown country with very little belongings also. To note further that Hindus, after coming to Britain, began a new life with their respective communities in Britain and tried to rebuild the life that they previously had. As Britain is seen today as very multi-cultural, the emergence of numerous religious communities can be seen all over Britain which further emphasizes the impact of religious diversity within British culture. This impacts not only the significance of each community but also the positive impact of these communities on Britain. Further discussed by Knott (2009:86-87) is that “the arrival in the UK of post-war migrants from the Indian sub-continent and other countries was beginning to place religions other than Christianity on the emerging agenda of multiculturalism.” As this began in Britain, a clear change from a largely Christian- influenced country to a multicultural society further influenced the diversity of British religious practices.
Practising Hinduism in the UK: 
While the number of Hindu’s in Britain are increasing, as I will explain further on, there is the understanding further of how religious Hindu’s practice their faith outside of India. With this, as noted by Knott (2009:99), is that “from the establishment of the Coventry temple in 1967, eighty-two temples were in existence, and that this ﬁgure had grown to over 300 by 2000.” The construction of Temples relevant to the worship and the daily lives of Hindu families and communities living in the UK was instrumental in the foundations of building communities around the main area of religious significance. This is from 2000, while the number of Hindu temples in Britain today could be far more with an increase in sizes of Hindu communities, which could also change the number of followers of Hinduism by the next Census. While religious places of worship are very significant within many religious groups, the understanding of identity through these sights further allows Hindus in Britain to express their beliefs and practises not only in the home but also in communities, both large and small. Religious observance can be difficult to analyse within Hinduism as there are numerous different groups within Hinduism who each follow specific beliefs and practices. Due to this, the Religion Media Centre online (2018) further comment that “As a result, there are significant differences in how religiously observant Hindus are at home.” This is largely due to the many different groups within Hinduism, some of which include Vaishnavas, who are followers of the God Vishnu, Shaivites, who follow the God Shiva and numerous others. This allows for religious diversity to flourish within the religion, not just among other religions but also for different belief systems to develop within one major religion. 
Hinduism in Bradford, England:
Hinduism has been largely emphasised in cities in England where communities have grown due to the large size of those cities, in particular I will focus on Bradford. To note also is the focus on Gujarati Hindus, which is the main Hindu population in Bradford, and the significance of this particular group of Hinduism in England. With this, Burghart and Bowen (1987:15) state that “there were fewer than 300 Gurjarati Hindus living in Bradford when their first community organization was founded in 1957.” This partly relates to post-partition of India, where Hindus arrived in the UK after 1947. Not only was the diffusion of Gujarati Hindus into British culture but also the union between Hindus and Muslims that were seen, as explained by Burghart and Bowen (1987:16) as “…at least three Gujarati Muslim households were represented [within the community] uniting with Guarati Hindus on the basis of their regional culture.” This further allows us to see the way that the Hindu community welcomed other religious communities to themselves, even while living in a different country to where they had previously built their lives. However, with this, the communities stayed together and became large through their belief and religious practices. Diffusion of Hinduism into Britain: context from post-partition of India to modern day communities. Since as early as the 1940’s, Gujarati Hindus were starting small communities among different countries, where many arrived in Britain after 1947, but remained strong to their religion and continued to practice in the UK. Communities in Bradford, as Burghart and Bowen (1987:18) mention, that it “was not until the late 1960’s that the Gujarati Hindu population increased notably in Bradford,” with an emphasis on how the change in community population size affected the religious community. This increased not only the number of Hindus in Bradford but also the need for a Temple or a religious building for the community to gather to pray and share festivals. As previously mentioned, the Temples built today are in a vast amount across England and Wales, with availability for all Hindus to practice and be active members of their faith.



Hinduism within Britain today: 
As previously mentioned, there are a range of factors that contribute to the ever- changing diversity of religion in Britain, even changes being made today. With this, Woodhead et al., (2012:124) note that the “2001 census data records the Hindu population of Britain as 558,342.” Compared with the 2011 census records, as can clearly be seen in the chart, the increase is somewhat significant even from 1971 to 2011, which also enables us to see the increase in the Hindu population in England and Wales gradually increasing over time. There is a clear trend within Hinduism, in Britain today, further showing the increase in the followers since the 2011 Census, which can further show how those numbers could have increased more today. As noted by the Religion Media Centre online, (2018) is that there are “816,633 Hindus in England and Wales according to the last Census in 2011.” This is a very large number of religious followers of Hinduism even under the 2011 Census which, based from the growing number of Hindu populations, that there will be a large increase by the next Census. The Religion Media Centre online (2018) continued by stating also that the 2011 Census total “compares with 552, 421 Hindus in Britain in 2001.” There is a clear change in religious followers of Hinduism, even within a space of ten years, which further shows that these numbers will increase more by the Census being conducted in 2021.   Fig 1

Religious diversity in Britain today: 
[image: ]Religion across Britain can be seen as very diverse with the merging of different religious cultures with British culture. This can be seen globally also, but, as Gilley, Sheills and Badham (1994:488) note, that “one of the most striking features of late twentieth-cenutry Britain is the extent of religious and ideological pluralism.” This idea of pluralism within Britain can be seen as one of the most recognised aspects of living within a multicultural society and also the benefits of understanding different religious belief systems through this. As mentioned at the beginning of this encyclopaedia article, a range of religious diversity can be seen throughout Britain and even on a global scale. The chart clearly shows the increase of religion as compared to the percentage of global population growth. With this, Hinduism is very close to the growth in the overall global population, which also allows us to analyse how the religion will be changing and growing not only in Britain but across the world. Further noted by Gilley et al., (1994:488) is that “…. All polls show an overwhelming majority of British people ‘profess and call themselves Christian.” Even with this statement, as can be seen in Fig 2, Christianity is not the highest in population size to be expected, as Muslim and even Hindu populations are vastly growing alongside other religions. Religion in Britain has changed over time to include a pluralistic society that we all see today, but with this also comes its own challenges from within these religious groups. Noted further by Gilley et al., (1994:490) is the way that “Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus now represent numerically significant faith communities which are increasingly demanding appropriate recognition in public life.” This is very significant in the understanding of how religious communities, aside from Christianity, have the understanding from non- religious followers being in a British society, which further highlights the importance of educating people on the ways of different religious communities. Fig 2

[bookmark: _GoBack]Summary of information discussed: 
Looking at the history of Hinduism, not only in Britain but also the impacts after the partition of India, we can clearly see the impact of these historical events on the way that we see religion in modern Britain. With this, we can further see the changes from early Hindu’s arriving in Britain to the large communities we have today, which also positively impacts British culture greatly. By looking through both the historical and modern influences of Hinduism within Britain, we can get a clear understanding of how the religion both merges within British culture and also within a Hindu-British community. With this, we can find information regarding community growth across Britain and also to learn and understand a religion that we may or may not be aware of. As religious diversity is growing in many parts of the world today, we can further our knowledge and understanding of different religious groups. With Hinduism in particular, being a religion of Indian origins, further allows others to learn more about a culture that they have not experienced before. With Britain being a ‘Christian country,’ and also heavily influenced by Christianity, the diffusion of different religious practices and beliefs further shape the way Britain is today; by being a multicultural society with a range of beliefs and practices. 
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Muslims are the only major religious group
projected to increase faster than the world’s
population as a whole.
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