



Egypt is considered one of the six ‘cradle of civilization’ meaning that it was one of the first areas to abandon nomadic life and forge a city. It was the beginning of farming, technology, language, and social context which began around 3150 BC. The Pharaonic culture was the original Egyptian culture which can still be seen today in the form of art, architecture, and clothing. Egyptian architecture can be seen all over the world such as the pyramid at the Louvre Museum or the obelisk of Washington Monument. The Greeks also took with them the grid the Egyptians used to make their own statues so much of the Greek art shows similarities to Egyptian art. (Tyldesley, 2011) Fashion designers all over the world use Egyptian patterns and motifs when creating clothes as well. (Egyptian Streets, 2018) [image: ]
Some of this original culture has been lost through the migration of peoples or the invasions of countries. This is why Egypt is now considered a ‘melting pot’ of cultures with bits and pieces from other cultures such as Hellenism, Christianity, Islamic, and Roman as well as others. For example, Cairo has one of the most incredible collections of Islamic architecture in which some of the structures have survived since 640 AD. Another example is with language. Egypt 
[image: Egypt Map / Geography of Egypt / Map of Egypt - Worldatlas.com]
was occupied for nearly seventy years by the British allowing for English to be the second most spoken language behind Egyptian Arabic. Although Egyptian food has influences of Mediterranean flavors, some of their recipes are still from the Ancient times and sets them apart from traditional Mediterranean foods. For example, their version of the falafel is not made with the traditional chickpeas but with broad beans giving them a unique flavor in which others have said ‘it’s the best way to make it’. (Yogerst, 2020) [image: 2017-01-13sugarandgarlic2017-9]
Even since the Ancient times, Egyptians loved feasts and festivals reserving some of their dishes for these special occasions such the birth of a new baby or a significant religious event. (Assem, 2015) These special occasions also show how important family and religion is to Egyptians. They value family life highly which includes more than just the immediate family but the extended ones as well making it a collectivist society. The family’s needs are more important than the individual family members need and often multiple generations live underneath one roof. Religion plays a large part in Egypt, not only with attending prayer and feasts that go along with religious dates, but it often influences politics and laws. About ninety percent of Egyptians are Sunni Muslim with the nearly ten percent remaining being of Coptic Catholic. (Cultural Atlas, 2020)With all the influence and the thousands of years in existence the Egyptian culture has developed into a unique culture to be witnessed and shared throughout the tourism industry.
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Despite being a unique culture, Egypt represents a fusion of culture. An important factor contributing to this fusion of culture is the geographical location of Egypt especially with regards to the Ancient world where there were important trade and shipping routes through the country. (Mark, 2017) Egypt is situated in the North East corner of Africa bordering not only the Mediterranean Sea but also the Red Sea as well as the countries of Libya and Sudan. A triangular piece of land that connects Africa to Asia which is also part of Egypt is the Sinai Peninsula which borders Palestine and Israel. 
 [image: Sinai Peninsula]
The Nile River, which is the longest river in the World, runs throughout the entire country splitting it into two regions, the Western and Eastern Desert on either side of the river. The Nile ends in the North connecting with the Mediterranean Sea in an area called the Delta which makes up the third major region of the country. The last and fourth region is the Sinai Peninsula. Although ninety percent of the land is made up of desert, there are other geographical features such as lakes, plateaus, depressions, oases, and mountain regions specifically on the Sinai Peninsula, where it is believed that Moses received the 10 Commandments. There are some interesting formations visible in these vast deserts, however. In the Western Desert which very few living creatures live, there is an area known as the Great Sea Sand. On these shores of the sea near the Libyan border there are incredible pieces of glass that had developed well before civilization some of the pieces weighing up to ten pounds. 
[image: libyan-desert-glass-1]
It’s a peculiar occurrence that scientists believe that the heat from a meteor must have caused these glass formations. This particular type of glass can even be seen in jewelry as early as a necklace that King Tut wore. 
[image: The black and white Desert]

There is also the black desert which consists of small volcanic stones on the desert sand giving off quite a dark color to the landscape and the White Desert that consists of limestone formations that give the area a chalky color. If wandering is on the list of things to do in Egypt checking out these areas of this vast desert can easily be attained by booking a tour guide. It’s no wonder Egypt secured a top spot on the United States Tour Operators Association for emerging or ‘off-the-beaten-path’ destinations of 2020.
[image: White Desert]


Location has made Egypt one of the top tourist destinations in the world and in 2019 reached the number one destination in all of Africa. This location gives Egypt a hot summers and mild winters allowing for tourism to happen all year around. Tourism is basically just an umbrella term with all the different tourism sectors Egypt has to offer such as cultural, archeological, heritage, recreational, beach, religious, dive, therapeutic, ecotourism, sports, golf, safari, desert, yacht, maritime, festival, and on more of the business side conference and exhibitions tourism. These specific types of tourisms could be the reason why eighty-eight percent of tourists visit for leisure whilst the remaining twelve is there on business. (Puri-Mirza, 2020) Through this variety of tourism Egypt has some unique selling experiences and features. Archeological tourism might be the most popular with the most iconic symbol being the Pyramids of Giza which are the last of the seven wonders of the Ancient world still in existence but also other palaces, tombs, and temples that have also been excavated. [image: Image may contain Building Architecture Outdoors Pyramid Nature and Triangle]
For dive tourism, the Egyptian Red Sea has the number four, five, and eight of the top dive sites in the world. Numbers four and five are Thistlegorm and the Shark & Yolanda Reef which have shipwrecks and beautiful reefs. Number eight is the Big Brother dive site and not for the faint of heart as there is a high probability for interactions with sharks. (Dive In, 2020) Regardless of where the diving occurs, it is the same water where two world dive records were broken which are the longest and deepest dives in 2015. Thousands of years ago the Greek and Roman doctors took the medical skills from the Egyptians because even at that time, they were advanced and famous for their medical practices.  In an attempt to revive medical tourism, campaigns were started in order to treat certain viruses such as Hepatitis C, where tourists spend a small percentage of what they would pay in their home country to get the necessary treatment. [image: ]
For example, instead of paying the equivalent of $176,000 for the treatment in the UK, the cost is $8,000 in Egypt. Plus, the added benefit of staying in the country for a week, touring the cities, and experiencing their hospitality. It is quite a creative way to not only treat tourists but to also positively promote Egypt. (Reda, 2018) The country is even developing ways to mix these tourism segments i one event or experience. For example, last year in August, they put together the first annual three-day festival that not only promoted ecotourism, but also culture and heritage. (Xinhau, 2019) Those are just the tip of the iceberg so to speak with the amount of attractions and experiences Egypt has to offer. They are also trying to diversify an already diverse tourism market to develop new tourism segments such as bird watching and increase conference tourism.

Whichever part of Plog’s continuum a tourist fits on whether it be wanders or repeaters, Egypt has the ability to not only amaze but also surprise tourists especially with the level of hospitality the country has. Often when tourists ask questions, they not only are ready to help but sometimes involve other locals to ensure that the correct course of action is taken allowing for almost a sense of belonging as Maslow would describe it. There have been some challenges in the past few years beginning with the Egyptian Revolution of 2011 through some other issues such as the threat of terrorism up until around 2016. This time period showed a huge decline in tourism and drastic loss in revenue. To bounce back and overcome these challenges the government has made quite a few changes. They increased security at all tourist sites as well as hotels including x-ray machines, security scanners, and checkpoints by guards. They launched the Egypt Tourism Reform Program which put together a plan as to how to develop tourism in the areas such as marketing, developing infrastructure, and more training of staff to raise an already high level of hospitality. On the marketing side, they have collaborated with international media, such as CNN, the Chinese Ctrip company, and Expedia in order to show the world that the country is a safe place with endless possibilities for new and unique experiences. They have also had social media bloggers and famous individuals come to the country to promote the country as well as increase their social media presence. This campaign, entitled ‘This Is Egypt’ can be seen on Instagram at #thisisEgypt to get an up-close and personal account of people’s current experiences in the country. [image: pablo (19)]
The motivation behind the campaign could be that there is smaller portion of expected arrivals of the younger generations compared to the 60% of baby boomers. (Enterprise The State Of The Nation, 2019)They also allowed for visa free entry from key source market countries such as the UK, Spain, Japan, Italy, Canada, Russia, and China. There has also been a devaluation of the Egyptian pound which has led to an increase in tourism numbers as the value to visit has increased because of the decrease in currency depending on which country tourists are coming from. (Duqeil, 2020) The government is also looking at ways to invest in their own country such as the Grand Egyptian Museum (GEM), opening in 2020, which is the largest investment they have ever made to cultural tourism ($1 billion). It will house never before seen on display artifacts from excavations such as King Tut’s and have the biggest collection of antiquities in the world. (Travel Daily News, 2020) 
[image: ]

Additionally, The Arabian Travel Market (ATM) projects an almost fifty percent increase in tourists by  2022. The current impact tourism has on the country is it makes up fifteen percent of the country’s GDP from the record breaking 13.6 million tourists, which is a sixty seven percent increase from last year. (Duqeil, 2020)  This increase in visitors is going to lead to increased mass tourism both individual with guides or organized in whole groups as Cohen would suggest. The country recognizes that this amount of people can be a struggle when it comes to airports and congestion especially after the GEM is opened. To alleviate this stressful situation, Egypt has opened a new international airport near the Great Pyramids called the Sphinx International Airport. [image: Sphinx Airport Receives its First International Charter Flight from Jordan]
This should reduce the number of passengers going through the Cairo International Airport making it easier for them to get to their final destinations. Additionally, new flight routes or more flights per week have opened up from Canada, the UK, Russia, Italy, China, and the US. (Oxford Business Group, 2019) This is great news for future travelers as flying into the country is the best and easiest way to visit. Once in the country it is important to have a place to stay so the government has reported that by 2022 there will be an extra 48,000 new hotel rooms developed. (Fox, 2019) While building new hotels and structures the government also realizes the importance of the items already built. The Central Bank of Egypt will be investing a total of 5 billion Egyptian pounds to the restoration and renovation of hotels and tourist sites in order to preserve what is already there. (Reda, 2018) With these new hotel rooms and the current ones in existence, Egypt is working with the UNWTO to meet the standards of hotel classifications as well as developing a ‘secret shopper’ team to ensure these standards are met. This will not only create jobs for local individuals but allow for tourists to make a more informed decision when booking their next holiday. (Al-Mashat, 2018) The future of the tourism industry in Egypt is quite bright with the possible to excite and awe its visitors as well as lower the unemployment rate and enhance the economy. [image: ]

To further illustrate that Egypt is in the rejuvenation phase, as Butler’s Model would state,  the World Economic Forum and Competitiveness in Travel and Tourism Report ranked Egypt as the fourth highest growth rate in regard to global performance. They have also won a few awards in 2019. The World Travel & Tourism presented them with the ‘Global Champion Award’, the World Travel Market handed them the ‘Outstanding Contribution to the Industry, and the London Stock Exchange gave them the ‘International Leadership Award’ for their global tourism contributions. 
[image: ]

It wouldn’t be a current article in 2020 if the Coronavirus was not at least mentioned. Egypt has a lower rate of the Covid-19 compared with other countries such as the UK, Iran, or Sweden. This could be surprising considering, with the population of about 100 million people, ninety-five percent of residents live off five percent of the land. Social distancing was not as feasible as it is elsewhere, however, other steps were made to prevent the spread of the virus such as shortening prayer time, curfews, and a public gathering ban. Furthermore, the government made 5.2 billion GBP fund available to ‘combat the consequences of the virus’. It is believed that 10 months after the elimination of the virus, tourism will return back to their record breaking numbers in Egypt according to the World Tourism Organization as well as the Council for Tourism and Travel.

So, if it’s fun in the sun, view thousands of years of history, sample local and unique cuisine, scuba diving ancient ruins, or floating down the Nile in a traditional fellucca like they did in Ancient times, Egypt has the ability to appeal to every guest traveling to this incredible country. In the following pages are highlights and pictures from the major cities of Egypt to help with the planning of an Egyptian holiday!
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Popular Cities with Attractions - 
Cairo

The Pyramids of Giza

[image: The Engineering Behind the Great Pyramids of Giza]
· The Great Pyramid of Khufu, his son Khafre’s Pyramid with the Sphinx, and other smaller Pyramids such as Menkaure’s
Egyptian Museum
[image: The Egyptian Museum in Cairo]
· Housing Egyptian artifacts up to 3,000 years old
Old Cairo (Coptic Cairo)
[image: Old Cairo and Coptic Cairo]
· Where three Abrahamic Religions meet

Khan el-Khalili
[image: Adventurous Shopping in Khan el Khalili, Egypt’s Oldest Bazaar]
· Large bazaar with a variety of crafts and food
Nilometer
[image: ]
· Ancient instrument used to measure the Nile to see there was going to be flooding or drought
Alexandria
Bibliotheca Alexandrina
[image: Alexandria Library - Bibliotheca Alexandrina]
· 11 story library with 4 million books; was built to restore the lost library of Alexander the Great
Alexandria National Museum
[image: Egypt Deaf Travel » Alexandria National Museum]

· All about the city of Alexandria




Fort Qaitbey
[image: fort qaitbey]

· 15th century fortress; built on what used to be one of the Ancient seven Wonders of the World – The Lighthouse of Alexandria
Montazah Gardens
[image: Montazah Palace and Royal Gardens in Alexandria, Egypt]

· The Royal gardens of the last Egyptian monarch, King Faruk





Main Souk Area
[image: Souq - Wikipedia]

· ‘Souk’ is an open are market; has a plethora of foods, cafes, and stalls selling a variety of items
Luxor
Valley of the Kings
[image: Valley of the Kings, Thebes]

· 18th, 19th, and 20th dynasties burial grounds for pharaohs and other elites
Temple of Deir al-Bahri (Queen Hatshepsut’s Temple)
[image: Dayr al-Baḥrī: temple of Hatshepsut]

· 7th century monastery with Kings and Queen funerary temples
Felucca Ride
[image: Egyptian feluccas - a romantic way to sail the Nile? | Sand In My ...]







Hot Air Balloon Ride
[image: Journey To Egypt Luxor Air Balloon Ride]



Colossi of Memnon
[image: ]

· What is left of what was built to protect Amenhotep III’s (1386-1353 BCE) mortuary

Aswan



Elephantine Island
[image: The Island of Elephantine]

· ‘main cult center of the ram-headed god Khnum’; oldest inhibited part of Aswan
Nubian Museum
[image: The main hall of the Nubia Museum in Aswan. In the background right, a colossal statue of Ramses II in sandstone, which was originally on the colonnade of the temple Garf Hussein, built by the Viceroy Kushite Setau during the nineteenth dynasty. Such as Abu Simbel, the Temple of Garf Hussein was moved away from the rising waters of Lake Nasser. In the left foreground, the French Egyptologist Jean-Pierre Corteggiani.]

· Showcases the history and culture of one of the early Egyptian civilizations



Day Trip to Abu Simbel
[image: A salvage operation that inspired the world: Abu Simbel and the ...]

· temples built by King Ramses II


Unfinished Obelisk
[image: The Unfinished Obelisk]

· would have been the largest obelisk in the whole world
Aswan High Damn
[image: Aswan High Dam]

· World’s largest dam, to prevent flooding which has damaged structures of the years
Other Incredible Experiences
Scuba Dive the Red Sea
[image: Scuba Diving Adventure - Red Sea/Egypt :: Predrag Vuckovic ...]

Camp in the White Desert
[image: In Pictures: Why You Should Visit Egypt's White Desert This Year ...]

Watch Traditional Sufi Dance
[image: Whirling Dervishes Of Istanbul: When And Where To Find Them]
Eat at Koshary Abou Tarek
[image: KOSHARY ABOU TAREK, Cairo - Updated 2020 Restaurant Reviews ...]

Kayak along the Nile
[image: Nile Kayak Club (Cairo) - 2020 All You Need to Know Before You Go ...]

Gianaclis Vineyards
[image: Egyptian wine - Wikipedia]
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