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Gaza Funerary Cone – Object Analysis

Figure 1 shows the image of a Mid to Late Bronze age funerary cone found in al-Moghraqa, Gaza more specifically around the time which corresponds with the funerary cones found in Thebes during the Eighteenth Dynasty. Made from terracotta, standing roughly 6cm in diameter at its base, 12cm in height, and 8cm in diameter at the top the cone one can see the inscription bearing the prenomen of Thutmose III stamped on the side and the top.
The fact that this Gazan cone has been stamped with the prenomen of an Egyptian pharaoh suggests the reach of influence from Egypt was very strong during this time period that artefacts which would normally be considered alien to this region have been recreated. The condition of cone also suggests that it may have been created and fired with poor technique and subsequently potentially transported for trade. The evidence can be seen in the chips on the edges of the cone, the other markings that appear to be finger marks from where it was held. On the inside of this cone and others found nearby were black inside which corresponds with poor technique. This suggests that these were made reasonably locally and were attempts to recreate their rather similar counter parts from Egypt. Although the purpose of these is considered “enigmatic” (Steel, L et al, 2004), there must have been some purpose for them other than the influence from Egypt regarding the phenomenon.Figure 1: Terracotta cone found in al-Moghraqa with the prenomen of Thutmose III.
Steel, L. et al, 2004

With regards to recreating such an object today, the process is believed to have been similar. This included rolling a lump of clay in to shape and using a wooden stamp to make the inscription. The use of cold, dry wood gave a poor impression whereas using warm and wettened wood a better imprint was made. The material used, the clay that was available for the recreation was too dry initially and needed to be dampened, which was difficult to balance, without experience. Not only did the material used make the recreation difficult, but also the conditions in which they were made. The environment of the room was nothing like the conditions in which these cones would have been made around the time of the Eighteenth Dynasty, as it was too cold, a condition that would hasten the dehydration of the clay. The climate of where they were found, however, was hotter and moister, with the clay potentially being dug up and being used almost directly. The material used for the inscription could also be argued as unknown as the organic material that is believed to be used would have degraded and therefore a truly accurate recreation is difficult. Due to these circumstantial differences, it is hard to know for definite whether these recreations were accurate to the funerary cones found in Gaza or to even the ones which the Gazan ones resemble from Egypt.
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