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Introduction
	Dating historical documents is one of the medievalists’ key tasks, which allows not only to clarify the timeframe of specific events but also to reconstruct the administrative, political, and liturgical contexts of the epoch. Medieval manuscripts rarely use exact calendar dates the way we understand them in the modern context – instead, they anchor themselves between church feasts, regnal years of monarchs, years of episcopal pontificate, and other points in the liturgical cycle. Interpretation of such formulae requires not only knowledge of specific historical periods but also an understanding of the medieval chronotope, where the sacral influenced everything and was inseparably entwined with the political and vulgar.
	In this exercise, it is necessary to pay close attention to methodology: from calendars of Easter Days to astronomical calendars. Such complex reconstruction allows not only the identification of dates but also a deeper exploration of the historical context and clarification of the meaning of such a chronological system in the administrative practice of the Middle Ages. 
Dating Exercise
	Dating medieval documents requires not just theoretical explanations but also real skill in orienting oneself within various chronological systems, clerical approaches, and different scribe formulations. In this exercise, I define my own approach to solving four specific tasks and show how it changes depending on the hint provided in the document. Cases vary: once one had to use a liturgical calendar; second time, a pontificate calendar; third time, the specificity of the medieval New Year; and fourth time, one had to pay close attention to a very narrow historical event that allowed one to connect the document to a specific range of years. All four methods work differently, and my task is not to find a universal formula but to show how to choose the right instrument for every possible situation. 
a) I defined the date by connecting the data about Richard II and a church feast. My first step was to calculate that the 8th regnal year of Richard II started on 22 June 1384.[footnoteRef:1] After that, I checked the date of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – it is the 15th of August.[footnoteRef:2] Thursday after this feast was the 18th of August 1384 according to the Julian Calendar.[footnoteRef:3] The modern Gregorian date would be 26 August 1384.   [1:  Handbook of British Chronology, ed. by E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway, S. Porter, and I. Roy, 3rd edn (Royal Historical Society, 1986), p. 40, hereafter HBC. Any further references to this source are included in brackets along with the page number in the main text <https://archive.org/details/handbookofbritis0000unse> [accessed 24.11.2025].]  [2:  Handbook of Dates: For Students of English History, ed. by C. R. Cheney, (Royal Historical Society, 1961), p. 65, hereafter HD. Any further references to this source are included in brackets along with the page number in the main text <https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen> [accessed 24.11.2025].]  [3:  CalendarHome.com, ‘Day of Week’ <https://calendarhome.com/calculate/day-of-week> [accessed 24.11.2025].
] 

b) The confirmation of charters happened on the 23rd of July 1250, and the 30th of July 1250 according to the Gregorian Calendar. The date was established by checking the first year of Anian’s pontificate and an indication that the confirmation happened ‘the day after St Mary Magdalene’. Apart from defining the aforementioned first year, the initial move involved determining the ‘right’ Anian: it could be revealed by checking the names of his predecessors, Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh (HBC, p. 295). Afterwards, I checked the date of the feast of St Mary Magdalene, which is the 22nd of July (HD, p. 65). The ‘day after’ was easily defined at last.
c) By piecing together the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene, 4th regnal year of Edward II and Ash Wednesday, the date becomes clear. First, I anchored the timeline by determining John de Ketene’s first year after consecration: 6 September 1310, until 5 September 1311 (HBC,      p. 244). This allowed me to pick the ‘right’ King Edward (HD, p. 20). Next came the identification of Ash Wednesday, which required consulting the Easter Day Calendars – 24 February 1311, and the next day after it, naturally, is 25 February (HD, p. 184). It is important to note that since in medieval England the New Year began on the 25th of March, the 25th of February was still a part of the year 1310.[footnoteRef:4] My final answer is the 25th of February 1310 [1311], and the 5th of March 1311 in Gregorian terms. [4:  Reginald L. Poole, Medieval Reckonings of Time, ed. by C. Johnson, J.P. Whitney (Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, 1918), pp. 44-45 <https://archive.org/details/dli.ministry.04239> [accessed 24.11.2025].] 

d) The fourth task does not include a direct calendrical formula; therefore, I used the contextual dating method – a method based on determining the dates of a significant event to which the document is anchored. This method is easily applied when the circle of witnesses is too broad or when their years of service span too wide a range. Instead of analysing each person separately, I defined the main historical anchor of this document – the marriage of Richard Basset and the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel. According to the credible source, their marriage took place between 1120 and 1123.[footnoteRef:5] Since the charter describes the preparation of this union and the transfer of guardianship over Ridel’s lands, with their relatives and political allies present as witnesses, the charter's date must logically fall within the same narrow year range.  [5:  Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, ‘Basset, Richard’, 23 September 2004, https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/1647.] 

Conclusion
Conducted analysis demonstrates how multilayered and contextually rich the medieval dating system was. Amalgamation of church feasts, pontificates, and regnal years into a standard modern date requires no mere mechanical calculation but an attentive correlation of separate, parallel chronological systems – approaching the task this way becomes not only a dating exercise but an opportunity to adjoin another perception of time. 
	Tellingly, the Christian view of time makes the historical ‘tense’, torn between what has happened and what is yet to happen, whilst also qualitied with ‘extraordinary power of drawing the points up and setting their vector towards the end of the days’.[footnoteRef:6] Furthermore, the medieval worldview implied that time is linear and irreversible, yet also full of cycles in which ‘the human and the world everlastingly return to the Maker, just as time itself returns to eternity’.[footnoteRef:7]  [6:  Aaron Gurevich, Kategorii srednevekovoy kultury (Moscow: Iskusstvo, 1984), p. 121.]  [7:  Ibid. p. 121.] 

	This internally dual structure of time is particularly noticeable whilst working with dating: every day of the saint, every year of the pontificate, every regnal year is no mere date but a point in the Christian drama of creation where worldly time correlates with eternity.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Ibid. p. 120.] 

	Dating the manuscripts of the Middle Ages is a taste of that exceptional experience of time when history was nothing but a surface of the Sacred, and every coming day was nothing but another move in the strenuous history of Salvation. 
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