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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:

This is a well written and clearly structured examination of a feature of contemporary astrology which has almost entirely escaped academic attention, the practice of modern Chinese astrology. The Dissertation takes a critical and analytical approach, exactly as required, and benefits from extensive use of secondary sources. It includes all the required academic foundations in its literature review, including the discussion of culture, the nature of astrology, and an account of methodological issues. Reference to colonialism, and therefore decolonising methodologies is very appropriate and benefits from reference to Richard Evans’ historiographical work. The account of the relationship between Chinese astrology and cosmological concepts is valuable and original. 

The interview methodology is well set out, especially in that it aspired to engage in a ‘meaning making partnership’ (page 9). A discussion of the insider model (the student is an insider in Chinese astrology), is helpful and benefits from the work of Joanne Pearson. 

The interviews include very interesting first-hand accounts and are reported on with clarity and integrity and the student has related interview reports back to the literature review. However, this could have been more comprehensive and, although this might have added to the overall word count, it could have been done carefully. The conclusion also related back to the literature review, but some issues, such as participation and fate could warrant a fuller treatment.

There are a number of areas where some clarification is needed, for example:

Page 3: ‘astronomical research was restricted to court astrologers’. When was this?

Page 20: “Referencing Nicolas Campion’s research question on the reasons for belief among contemporary astrology“. Some more explanation is required of this point. What did I write that is relevant?

The referencing is by and large, comprehensive and thorough, with use of an extensive range of material. There is occasionally a lack of clarity in the referencing. For example footnote 77, referring to the passage on page 13 which reads ;Various traditions developed, different not only epistemologically but also ontologically’ and references Hobraad and Pederson, but without any indication as to what whole they actually said. This, however, is a minor example which does not detract from the overall extensive use of secondary material.

In summary, this is a very strong dissertation which explores an under researched area. It has reached a high level. Looking to the future, it is clearly publishable either as a journal paper with some cuts, or as a small photograph with some additional material.
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

The paper was interesting and involved a lot of original thought and good methodology. It was well written with a good structure and flow to the paper. 

You have good primary and secondary sources, but they are not utilized as well as they could be in your introductory sections. It would have been useful to have elaborated more on the points you are making as it is an interesting topic. However, in saying this, the quotes you have used in your literature review are excellent and well placed. The introduction could have been framed more clearly in places.

Many of the points are summarized in the first sections and would have benefitted from deeper analysis. For example, ‘The order of the cosmos was used by the ancient empires as an instrument to elevate and legitimize the ruling system and its worldviews – cosmological views were leveraged to sustain the interests of the powerful’. This is interesting but you need to explain exactly what views and how. Again p7, ‘Astrology is seen in the sectors of finance to the arts, from pop culture to fashion, as people look for personal meaning and expression through astrology’. It would have been good to have explained how. The paper skims through some of the important points you are making.

An excellent idea in your methods to combine two approaches to the translation of the transcriptions. This was executed well.

Your section on Chinese Astrology in Chinese Culture has cohesion and interesting points throughout.

Good explanation in section, ‘Decolonizing Methodologies’.

Good flow in the section ‘Chinese Astrology in Recent History’.

Rich and interesting material drawn from interviewees and good quotes used. Good analysis and link back to sources. The use of Chinese characters is interesting and original and clearly successful in your methodology. It would have been good to have elaborated more on the significance of this imagery throughout the paper, especially in the introduction and literature review as you state p20, ‘that they are used to investigate the respondent’s world views’.

You state, ‘By valuing Chinese cosmological and intellectual foundations as equal to those of the West, I hope to rebalance the approaches as equal and create respect for the beauty of each other’s knowledge’. This may have been worded better as saying something like, ‘Chinese culture has a rich, diverse, and intellectual history and understanding of the cosmos which are not always valued or respected by their western contemporaries’, if this is what you are saying. You have used Tuhiwai Smith as a supporting reference, so it is good to elaborate on how her thinking applies here.

Excellent summary in your section, ‘Astrology Practices and Work Approach’.

The analysis was rich although could at times be more bridged with the literature review, in particular, marrying up the responses to what you had written in the literature review. 

The conclusion was good but very long (over 10% of the paper requirement) and a lot of the information could have been inserted into the literature section, weaved through the paper, or perhaps an additional section on the summary of findings.

A minor point, page 4, ‘…as with Ptolemaic astrology’, needs a reference.

Your strengths
Well written 
Good extensive reading
The paper had a lot of original thought
Very good use of both primary and secondary sources
Good structure and flow to the paper
Good clear and concise abstract
Good methods used, in particular the double translation of the transcriptions.
Good analysis from interviewee responses

Points for improvement
The introduction could have used some more focus and tightened up somewhat. It was quite wordy, so do try and condense your sentences to make your points more clearly. The rest of the paper flowed well.
Keep the conclusion much shorter and create a ‘findings’ or ‘summary’ section to follow from your analysis. 
Do elaborate on the important points you are making.
Do keep referring the research responses back to the literature review.

In summary 
An original and interesting paper with rich information. Well done!
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