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From the beginning of my course, I have based most of my assignment on the beauty industry, the reason for this is because I have spent eleven years in the industry working across award winning Spa and Salons. Due to no other experience in any other workplace, I think it’s important to stay to what I’m interested in and have enough knowledge about. Although title has not yet been decided I have a good idea on what I would like to base my research on and the reason why. 

What would I like to accomplish?

The beauty industry alone creates 120 billion units of packaging every year and is the number one contributor to plastic waste pollution. Not only does the plastic waste end up in our landfills but the ocean also. So many products can contain harmful chemicals to our planet and from personal experience I have witnessed the amount of waste the industry contributes to daily. I would like to research in depth the harmful truths about the plastic waste and if the beauty industry does not make important changes now, what do we face in the future? Are they aware of the damages they cause to our planet? I would like to research facts such as 11 billion tonnes of plastic each year made its way to the ocean and according to some research, we are expected to have more plastic in out ocean than fish. I think it’s important that businesses become more sustainable and throughout my course I have learned by making these changes now can make a massive difference in years to come. By previously doing some research on this topic and learning that the beauty industries are one of the worst plastic contributors to the world and being so passionate about my career in the industry I believe there are major changes to be made and I would like a better understanding why salons and Spa’s have not considered reducing plastic waste and are they aware of the damage they are causing and contributing to. Looking at bigger companies such as ‘Lush’ shop which is a cosmetic business who are very passionate about our planet and try to influence others to become sustainable with package free products and more, it’s clear to see that these cosmetics products are available and the support they receive from customers for their love for the planet, I do wonder why others do not follow. 

Why I want to do it? 

The reason why I would like to base my research on this topic is simply because I’m passionate about the industry and learning so much in the last two years about the plastic waste and the damage caused, I would like to focus on why changes haven’t yet been made.
· Is it because of cost? 
· Are naturally made products and packaging free more expensive?
· Are they unaware of the damages caused by using plastic?
· Do they just buy for the sake of Beauty trends?
· Do they think it’s important to make changes and are they going to consider it?
· Do they listen to what clients want and do they think they would receive more support and client base by showing what changes they have made by becoming sustainable?

I feel that this topic interests me and I believe that I will work well with something I’m familiar with and already have experience in and people who I can interview and send questionnaires to. 
How are you going to do it? 

I would like to do a qualitative and quantitative methodology in my independent project. I would like to interview salon owners on products they use and what do they do to be able to come more sustainable and how they think they can reduce plastic waste. I would also like to do a questionnaire to be able to get thoughts from the public on cosmetic products and reducing the waste they use from what they purchase to use from home. Also, would they support salon/spa industries more knowing how they help the environment by being sustainable. Are they aware of the danger or is is lack of knowledge on the matter. 

I feel like I need help and guidance with this, my main worry is to be able to get enough salon owners to do be interviewed. Is it possible to also look at cosmetic companies such as Lush and body shop as they believe in sustainability and reducing plastic waste which allows me to do plenty of research, also bringing the salon industries into it where they are one of the worst businesses to contribute to plastic waste and what they can do to change. 
