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[bookmark: _Toc133836516]Introduction
Magistrate is a part of the court who takes part in offering justice. In different nations, the magistrate has a few different job roles. In ancient Rome, Magistrate was the highest government officer and had both executives as well as judicial powers. In some other parts of the world such as China, Magistrates are responsible to administer only over a significant geographic area. In some parts of the UK, magistrates are trained volunteers who deal with civil and criminal matters. However, this report shall discuss the functions of the Magistrate in general and their responsibilities in the UK. The primary purpose of this report is to discuss Magistrate along with the advantages and disadvantages in the exercise of justice.
[bookmark: _Toc133836517]Definition of Magistrate
A magistrate refers to a civilian officer who manages laws based on the rules provided by the government system.  A magistrate is a judicial officer who hears and deals with minor or preliminary matters or hears cases in lower courts (Brooks and Books, 2019). 
[bookmark: _Toc133836518]Magistrates in the United Kingdom
In the United Kingdom, Magistrate hears summary offenses. A magistrate is also responsible for solving legal matters including debt collection, licensing, and so on. A magistrate is also accountable for granting search warrants. The highest power of the Magistrates is to sentence 12 months imprisonment or an unlimited fine. However, magistrates have a wide variety of sentencing power that includes imposing community order, issuing different amounts of fines, and so on. For serious cases, if magistrates feel that their power is falling insufficient then they can send the accused to the Crown Court (CC) for sentencing (Loudoun.gov, 2018).  All the criminal cases start in magistrate court but serious cases such as murder and so on are sent to crown court. 
There are two types of magistrates in Wales and England – District Judges and Justices of the Peace. District judges are paid judges appointed through open competition which is administered by Judicial Appointments Commission. District Magistrates need to be qualified barristers, solicitors, or chartered legal executives. On the other hand, Justice for Peace is volunteers and trained. They are appointed from the local community and it is not necessary for them to be legally qualified but they have legally trained advisors in court (Chamberlain et al., 2021). They are recommended by Lord Chancellor and selected by the local advisory committee if they have six qualities including good character, sound judgment, social awareness, mature and sound temperament, and communication and understanding. However, in Scotland, the Justice of the peace presides in the lowest level of law court which is the justice of the peace court and they are also trained volunteers.
[bookmark: _Toc133836519]Main responsibilities of the Magistrate
There are various general responsibilities of the Magistrate as follows-
· To issue arrest warrants- prior to issuing arrest warrants for criminal cases, magistrates are responsible to use discretion to decide whether or not there is a “probable cause" for issuing an arrest warrant. To determine the “probable cause” magistrates decide whether or not facts related to the crime are logical and reliable. If the magistrate decides that there is probable cause then an arrest warrant shall be issued. 
· Issuing search warrants- the magistrate has the power as well as the responsibility to describe the property, person or place to be searched in case the magistrate found probable cause that there is evidence of a crime (Loudoun.gov, 2018). 
· To issue bail related to jail procedure- The magistrate decides the terms of bail after examining significant facts regarding the accused and the nature of the circumstances of the offense. A magistrate can release the accused with written permission. 
· Issuing civil warrants- civil cases include disputes between corporations and groups of individuals. The remedy is related to recovering money damages or the person accused needs to sign agreements for some activity (Rab, 2021). Magistrates have the responsibility as well as authorization to release civil warrants for collecting money and so on. 
· To accept payments for offenses- Magistrates has the authority to receive payments or fines for minor misdemeanor violations or traffic rule violation including over speeding and so on. 
· Issuing emergency custody orders- The magistrate is responsible to issue “emergency custody orders” if a probable cause is found that a person needs to be hospitalized due to mental illness (Loudoun.gov, 2018). The order authorizes them to take custody of such persons and to admit to mental health care to evaluate their conditions and support them for their betterment.
· Issuing medical emergency and temporary detention orders- For those who refuse medical assistance for injuries or serious illness, for them, Magistrates is responsible and authorized to issue orders so that licensed physician can give medical assistance to them after identifying a probable cause. 
· Issuing emergency protective orders- The magistrate can issue orders for a reasonable ground if it is found that a person has assaulted a household member and there is a chance of further offense. The magistrate can grant permission for the exclusion of the abuser from the residence or prohibit contact between the two (Donovan et al., 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc133836520]Court closures
Court closure under section 169 of the Code of Criminal Procedure is a report that is submitted by investing agency or police to the learned magistrate or to the concerned court after the due investigation against the accused stating no reasonable ground or evidence or suspicion has been found related to the alleged crime and the accused shall be released after appearing in front of the magistrate (Varma, 2021). However, the advantage is that the magistrate has the power to cognizance the offense based on the police report and can direct the police to make further investigation if the magistrate does not trust that the accused had done no crime. It helps to reach the root of the crime and to trace if the police are biased or bribed. However, the disadvantage is that in case there is really no visible evidence, still, an investigation has to be done then it can result in losing time, money and harassing blameless people. 
[bookmark: _Toc133836521]Characteristics
Some of the characteristics that reflect the advantages of magistrates are that they are more available than judges as no formal training is needed. They also lay involvement as magistrates allow public participation in the justice system. However, there are some disadvantages such as magistrates rely on legal advisors and they themselves do not have legal training thus, thus they can be persuaded by the legal advisor (Getrevising, 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc133836522]Other advantages and disadvantages
There are some prominent benefits and limitations of magistrates related to offering justice.
Advantages-
· Cost- Magistrates are volunteers thus, are usually cost-effective. For example, during 2003- 2004 the expenses were around £15 million whereas to deal with professional judges around £100 million had to be paid per year (     ).
· Local Knowledge- Magistrates usually live near or within a reasonable distance and thus, have better ideas and knowledge about local life. For example in the Paul vs. DPP case that included “Krebs Crawling", the local knowledge of the magistrate helps in an accurate court hearing.
· Representative in terms of ethnicity and gender- More than 50% of the magistrates are female and 8.5% belong to ethnic minorities but they do not represent class or age (Ministry of Justice, 2022). 
· Rapidness in bringing cases to court- The majority of the cases appear in front of the Magistrate within one day of arrest related to the preliminary hearing. However, CC trials usually initiate year after charge or arrest (Howard, 2021). For example, during the riots in 2011 magistrate court was opened overnight as well as on weekends to reflect instant justice which would not be possible in Crown Court (CC). 
Disadvantages-
· Inconsistency- there are inconsistencies in different benches related to decision-making. Some benches are likely to give a custodial sentence as compared to neighboring benches for similar crimes of offense. 
· Biased towards police- policies are usually noticed in Magistrate court and are well known to magistrates and it results in favoring the police. The evidence given by polices are believed easily and rapidly. 
· Case hardened- magistrates hear much more cases as compared to jurors and that sometimes becomes cynical or case-hardened for any defense that has been put forward. 
[bookmark: _Toc133836523]Reform
Thus, one of the major reforms that can be brought in is to hire magistrates who have a basic legal qualification at affordable salaries so that involvement of legal advisors is not required. Prioritizing police evidence can be reduced. Thus the case results can be fair. 
[bookmark: _Toc133836524]Conclusion
Thus, it shall be discussed that magistrate plays a crucial role in maintaining law and order in the locality. The report has helped to understand that some of the major advantages of Magistrates are that they charge less and still help to maintain law and order. They take responsibility to give care to physically and mentally ill people, protecting those accuse of domestic violence, charging the guilty, and so on. They have local knowledge that helps to solve cases rapidly. However, some disadvantages are that they depend on legal advisors that can manipulate the case. Moreover, magistrates rely on evidence from police and that can also dilute the case or reflect negative results. 
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