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In this essay the aim is to address the United Kingdom immigration policy, including recent key policies including point-based immigration system and the refugee and asylum policy. Understanding the core policy values and the reason for implementation will be integral to the process it aimed to address while using this information to conclude the outcome and the effects of what it aimed to achieved and it was successful.
After the decision to leave the European Union in 2016 policies were put into motion to replace legislature so they were specific towards the United Kingdom, (House of commons library, 2021). Free movement between European countries came to an end on the 31st of December 2020 to retain the workforce we needed a points system was implemented which prioritized skills that would benefit the United Kingdom, (Gov.Uk, 2023). Due to the point system implemented the European union ruling for immigration did not include the United Kingdom they were forced to address the situation and in 2021 government were quoted as say “sensitive to the plight of refugees and asylum-seekers", (Tudor, 2025). Through this policy there are several focus areas such as there should be a need to access the United Kingdom, such as to claim asylum you need to be seeking refuge from your birth country due to persecution, oppression or tyranny, (Gov, 2024). 
Immigration policy has been functioning under the Immigration Act of 1971, (The National Archives, 1971), initially instated to have powers over commonwealth citizens migrating under the British Nationality Act 1948, (Morris, 2024). With the highest migration post war The United Kingdom was granting citizenship without vetting or any restrictions to increase productivity and increasing the working labour force, (Hanson, 2004). The first act that appointed immigration offers and provided them power to exercise to remove people from the United Kingdom, while also giving the power to detain anyone who manipulated the system, (The National Archives, 1971). This act was the first to recognise illegal movements into the United Kingdom and offered a tool to tackle it.
Minor adjustments were made periodically however it wasn’t until The Asylum and Immigration Appeals Act 1993, (The national archives, 1993), that any person may seek asylum and within that process they may not been removed until a full investigation to legitimise their claim. By 1998 a white paper was introduced to modernise the 1971 act and combine resources to reduce administrative works creating the Immigration and asylum act 1999, For many years this was the basis of immigration up until 2014 where significant reforms were implemented, they imposed employment restrictions, healthcare and increased immigration enforcement with ability to enforce immediate removal, (Griffiths et al , 2021). Working alongside immigration introduction of Nationality and Border Act 2022 and Illegal Migration Act 2023 were passed to tackle the volume of immigrants reaching the United Kingdom. 
Immigration can be a hard balancing act, establishing who can stay work and live in the United Kingdom, laws ensure that migration is aligned with the available capacity, (Boswell et al ,2011) while immigration can bridge gaps in the labour market reducing the skill shortages, (Ruhs et al, 2008). Upholding the values of the country vetting migrants while maintain human rights is vital to security, (Guild, 2009).
David Cameron won the general election in 2010 however decided to form a coalition government with Nick Clegg it was under this government that Mr Cameron addressed his views on immigration. His speech delivered on 25th March 2013 instigating his intent stating “Let’s not just reform the immigration system. Let’s make sure the housing system, the welfare system, the legal aid system, all of these things actually fit in – the health system – fit in with our immigration policy,” (Gov, 2013). With this the first bill reached and read in the House of Commons on 10th October 2013, with second reading on 22nd October, with it reaching committee stage on the 29th. Through the committee stage there were 11 sittings with members of all walks of life, consisting of multiple universities, Doctors, immigration law practitioners, air lines and charities (UK Parliament, 2014). Evidence written by the Red Cross suggests they are against the bill as it makes the United Kingdom a hostile environment for asylum seekers, while migration watch Uk fully supports the bill even stating, “Illegal immigration is damaging to society”, (Parliament UK, 2014).
The development of the immigration act of 2013 was to tackle the ever-rising number of migrants reaching UK soil as shown on Macrotrends in 2005 there were 5,926,256 thousand immigrants in Uk equivariant to 9% of the population, however by 2010 there were 7,604,583 thousand over 12% of the population, (Macrotrends, 2024). Significantly high statistics which needed to be addressed with public opinion shifted after the London bombings in 2005 and blame was put as a terrorist attack there was significant pressure on the government to address immigration. Jihadism ideologies and association with terror attacks not only in London but other high-profile tragedies such as 9/11 and in 2015 the attack on Paris instigated fear into the public questioning who was entering the country and significantly what checks were in place, (Learner, et al, 2003). Despite public opinion and the immigration act in 2015 immigration was at an all-time high of 8,543,120 thousand, 13% of the population while it had slowed down it was still increasing. It is highly documented that immigration is a problem statistic have shown it is not stopping, in 2018 the first immigrant boat crossed the British Channel in small boats risking life crossing rough seas to land on British soil, (Maggs, 2019) Many from war torn countries at a prospect economic opportunities with prospects of jobs and the UKs strong reputation for human rights and welfare, ( Smith, 2023),(United Nations, 2023). 
In 2022 the United Kingdom opened its borders for Ukraine nationals who were fleeing after invasion from Russia, with it said that 217,00 are now living in local communities (The Migration Observatory, 2024). Situations like these are everything that the Immigration Act wished to uphold. However, the number of boat crossing increased in the same year according to the Home Office in 2022 there were 45,774 people arrived in boats while in 2023 it was lower at 29,437 while in 2024 number increased to 36,816, (Home Office, 2022, 2023,2024). The act is shown to be effective to provide sanctuary for citizens who are fleeing due to war and prosecution as seen with the Ukraine, however there is little being done to stop illegal immigration.
After years of instability in government Rishi Sunak pledged in January of 2023 where he seek to “prevent and deter unlawful migration”, (Amel, et al, 2023). A deal with Rwanda to be a place for deportation offered a safe country to house migrants until processed for asylum, however the Supreme court ruled that it was not safe to do so, (Specia, 2023). During the general election of 2024 each political party had immigration on their manifesto each with their own design on how it would be tackled, Kier Stammer became the new Prime minister, who has yet to put any policies in place. Although on the 28th of November 2024 he made a speech addressing the situation it was aimed at an overhaul of the United Kingdom as it stands with a direct blame on previous governments rather than a direct solution.    
Part 2
Comparing and contrasting the impact criteria that can be used to assess the efficiency, effectiveness, social acceptability and technical feasibility of the Welsh Language and Education act (Wales)2024, (Wesh Assembly, 2024). The policy was implemented to hit the assembly target of having one million Welsh speakers by 2050 by statutory language classes within schools guaranteeing expose to the Welsh language, (Carmarthenshire County Council, 2025) while also setting up a National Institute for learning Welsh. Exposure to the Welsh language is critical to this plan it needs to be considered if there is a plan for the use of the language in everyday life, especially for citizens moving into Wales. The Census of 2021 shows that the demographic of residents migrated to Wales has increased with the highest being the Polish population between the ages of 18- 29 thus not having the exposure of the Welsh language within the education system, (Welsh Government, 2022). Within the same study there was shown to be a significant decrease in 3–15-year-olds who can speak Welsh although there has previously been the equivalent exposure to the language. 
The first Minister of Wales and many MPs have backed this bill there is a suggested push back from the teacher's union, an article published by the BBC calls out concerns on funding and support especially with an apparent recruitment crisis, (Gwawr, 2024). Public view is again against the bill on the forum Reddit, a user called Draigwwyrdd “Welsh should be compulsory, but not in the form it is today, functional useful language skills should be prioritised.” while BetaRayPhil616 shared “Without proper Welsh academics/teachers able to inspire I feel like it's a tough sell to a lot of teens.” (Redditt, 2024). This emphasis that although there is acceptance the teaching and education should be priority and rectified before putting more pressure on an already fractured system. The technical feasibility of the success of the bill is reliant on finding teaching staff that can teach in the medium of Welsh hence the Welsh language should be compulsory within the Higher Education System. Many students who have learned Welsh pursued their higher education out of the country while those who choose to stay are offered incentives to learn in the medium of Welsh few choose to accept this.
Conclusively the bill could be beneficial to the education system however the SEnedd need to address the financial impact and invest heavily into the education system which encouraging the country to use the language daily within the community.
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