Major Music Project Written Report


This written report will elaborate on how I underwent my Major Music Project, focusing on how I created my album, what barriers I came across, explaining the songs and what they mean, what background research I came across on how I wanted the album to sound, methodology, analysis on the editing of the songs and what equipment I used and why?, conclusion, future work and any study limitations (weakness of the project) and also including appendices (pictures of the studio and include 2 videos in the studio explaining what I did at the start.
The project that's created is an original acoustic indie album. Focusing on the creating of the album, song writing, and the final edit. The album has 6 songs, 2 songs are Acapella (without company) and 4 are accompanied by an acoustic guitar. The songs written have meanings and an understanding in my life and why I wanted to write an album. 

Explaining the songs and why?
First song on the album is called "Do I Know You?" this song was recorded by an Neumann microphone for vocals and Spirit microphone for the guitar, it was a very basic set up but I liked the echo the hall gave. This song was written in 2016 summer about a boy I didn't know and what could happen, the songs in the album have all had an influence in my life, I wanted this song to have the sound of stereophonic feel because I really enjoy their music but putting my own twist on it. When I first wrote Do I Know You? it sounded exactly like "Indian Summer" and the words even sounded the same, but understanding that I cannot copy a song for this album I changed it. The song is on capo 3rd and the chords are, G, D, F and C.
The guitar in the song is a little bit out of tune, but I like having that kind of sound, very tinny sound. I didn't really have any barriers with this song because it was just a simple set up and a simple recording. I used heavy reverb on the tracks and compressed the guitar but that is all I need for the songs anyway. I wanted to create a very simple indie acoustic album because I want my audience to hear my voice where it hasn't been played around with and heavily compressed or multi-tracked.

Second song is a Acapella called "Silent Faces". This is the album name also, I got recommended by Simon on my second Viva (presentation) that I should do this Acapella because my voice can really stand out and not enough people do this on albums. I wrote this about people who suffer with anxiety, the lyrics where it says "They hide in different places, in the corner of your eyes, they standing right in front of you, as the cracks seem to step in". It is about seeing a dark figure in the corner of your eye and you look twice, it makes you skip a heartbeat. This is something that I have had since a child, walking into a room and it feels like something on hanging onto your back. I wrote this song because anyone with anxiety, depression, someone who feels trapped, this song lets that person know that they are not alone. I originally wrote this song about a zombie apocalypse but over two years I've rewritten it about four times and now finally happy with the song I have created. I have used the same equipment  to record for this song also, and the same studio hall and editing. The first recording I done of this song, I felt wasn't recorded well. I took up the time to record this over and over again with guitar because when you sing Acapella, it's really easy to lose the tune of the song being recorded but I gave it ago and I felt it went down really well. 

Third song is called "Into the Dark". I wrote this song a couple of weeks ago added to the album because I felt two of the songs written did not really work for the album and what I was trying to do. Into the Dark is about finding yourself, you've got to go down that dark path before you can find yourself and pick yourself back up. This explains the dark areas in my life where I thought I had everything under control but within not even seconds it can turn upside down. This song means a lot to the album because I feel it has a really catchy chorus and in the song "Do I Know You?" I followed the simple verse, chorus, verse, end and the same with this song verse, pre chorus, chorus and so on. Silent faces is the only song where I feel that I don't have to stick to a structure because of the nature of the song. Into the Dark used the same equipment, same editing all the way through and was recorded like the rest live. I wanted a live-lounge kind of feel so the listener feels comfortable listening to my album where it can make them go to sleep. Having a multi-tracked album with a full band I feel is to much for myself and my voice because I chose to show off my voice in another way where it sounds natural, original and not over edited. The chords are C, F, Am and G and its on capo 3rd.

The forth song created is "A Little Message". I took inspiration from "The Police" "Message In a Bottle" because when I was 17, I was gigging a lot with bands and one of the songs I chose to sing with was "Message In a Bottle" and I liked the idea of that. I haven't taken any words or any melodies from the song "Message In a Bottle" into my song, I've just used the same idea. This song is about someone finding me or helping me. This goes back into school, college and university where my teachers have helped me through the years and got me to where I am now. "I'm sending out for SOS, so someone just recue me", "One day they'll send out a little boat, hidden away at sea, asking you to get me outta here, outta here, so someone just recue me". This can explain also the feeling of wanted to get out of a sticky situation and running away. But listening to Into the Dark, The album is a path (story) of my life and how I've gotten this far. Neumann microphone and Spirit microphone was used to record and the same editing applies. The chords are Am, G for the verse and the chorus is C, Am, C G and its on capo 2/3rd.

The firth song is called "Sympathy". This was about a boy that had no sympathy for people. I chose to do this song Acapella because when played with guitar I just felt it didn't fit, it needed a good melody line or I could do Acapella. I feel that this song shows my range, my belt voice as well and how I can carry an Acapella song well. This song used the same equipment and same editing. I haven't experimented with other equipment and other editing mixes because I felt that having the set up I've got, I really enjoyed the sound. I got recommended by Adam (Sound Tech) that I should use these microphones because of where I'm recording and also to only use the hall because it has a natural sounded and the reverb is fantastic without editing. I used this editing mix because I feel it creates my voice more and has that airy feel, where it can give you goose bumps if you listen to the lyrics really carefully. 

The sixth song is called "Unpredictable" This can be taken many ways but I feel its about a boy who takes the corner last minute, or makes up his mind last minute but through the song, none of that matters. I use my head voice more in this song because I feel it shows the song, it is played with guitar, on capo 6. The chords are basic, C, G, Am, C, G, D. I can only play basic chords on the guitar and wanted my own feel on the album, where the songs are written by myself, played by myself, edited and recorded by myself. I feel that I'm not giving my audience false hope if I was going to gig in the future and where they have heard my music because its natural sounding it sounds like myself and because its recorded live. It would let down my audience. 

Background Research
The equipment used I was recommended by Adam to use the Neumann microphone and the Spirit Microphone. I didn't use a pop shield for any of these songs because I feel that I'm not harsh on my soundings and my vocals. For example "PPP" can make the microphone sound muffed but that didn't happen. I feel the microphone have given clarity to the album/songs where you can hear every single word, and it picks up really well. In Silent Faces I whisper "Silent" and the microphones pick that up really well. I've used my own mind for example I connect more with the lyrics than the musical side. I have my understanding of background research for example, Ed Sheeran, Boyce Avenue, Imagine Dragons, Marron 5, Tracy Chapman, The Police, James Arthur and so on, but I connect more on the scale of lyrics and taking inspiration then I write my own music. I feel that if I go much into how Ed Sheeran recorded his album using multi-track even though my album would not come anywhere near to Ed Sheran's album but it would feel like I am trying to recreate my own take on Ed Sheeran when that isn't the case. I want to create my own music, my own lyrics and my own mind set on that album.



Conclusion/Future work and Study Limitations
I've made a 6 track album with my own written songs, melodies and playing. The overall project could of been better, time management, organization, doing things the best I can do but I've managed to produce this with the time scale I've used. I'm happy the way the album sounds because the microphones that were used were brilliant and had the right scope for the album. I feel it captures my voice well and shows off my range and what melodies I can produce. I've taken on advice from previous lessons, I've learnt how to use the recording studio on my own and be able to fully function the studio also. The future work that could is I can use this towards certain music jobs and will back me up as a singer. I want to continue on with my singing for the future and I feel this album shows me as a recording artist that I can produce my own lyrics, my own music and show that I can work within a studio. The overall project I found was under pressure but knowing that I've created something without many study limitations has made the pressure off. When I first went into the studio on my own, I may of had an issue with the computer document running off the USB instead of running off the computer causing it to slow down, but apart from that I've found/feel that I can run the studio confidently. 



















Appendices - Photos of the studio/how I worked.

