Nature and gender




- What do we mean by 'nature™







For Willlams

. The essential quality of something

2. The inherent force which directs the world.




e supernatural

e alinal



Are we disconnected from nature”



“Everything in the world that is unaffected by




Ecofeminism

* Posits that the subjugation of women, and of
nature, are linked




e ecofeminism iIs both: an environmental critique
of feminism; a feminist critigue of
environmentalism

- all forms of oppression are connected




Carolyn Merchant

e The Death of Nature 1980

e Change from animistic/
vitalistic view to mechanistic
view of nature

e Formative scientists like
Francis Bacon (1561-1626)
used misogynist language
when describing nature

“No reader will emerge from confrontation with this book
without baving rethought the meanings of science,
its historical origins, and its role in today's weeld™
Evervtt Mendelsohn, Harvard Universaty

Women, Ecology and the
Scientific Revolution

CAROLYN MERCHANT




Mary Daly

e Beyond God the Father 1973

e (Genesis: woman born of man






Patriarchy

» Justities oppression by recourse to a set of







Binary oppositions




Binary oppositions

/ aA Female

/ Light Dark

/ Heaven Earth

Mind Body




John Gray

MEN ARE
» Men are from Mars, Women F ROM MAR )

are from Venus

e [akes current gender
~stereotypes and renders them
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Binary oppositions

Male Female
Light Dark




Goddess spirituality

* privileges women's spiritual
experience

* ‘innate’ connection to nature,



Critique

e |dealisation of motherhood




Plato

* there are two worlds: the messy
hat we inhapit

impertect world




To speak of ‘woman’

* IS to essentialise

e
i
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Gender essentialism

e aform of anthropocentrism?

* mushroom-producing fungi
have several hundred ‘mating




Queer theory

e sex and gender are not the same




It childbirth links women to nature

e where does that leave women who do not want




Binary oppositions




A queer ecology

 Might seek to expose the ways in which certain

-

ways of engaging with nature are legitimised,




Some indigenous cultures

e accommodate ‘third sex’, especially Iin
shamanism

* shamans may marry ‘spirits” or be called to




Where does

ave ecoteminism




Intersectionality

e age, gender, race, disabllity, sexuality, ethnicity

e
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e ecofeminism iIs both: an environmental critique
of feminism; a feminist critigue of
environmentalism

- all forms of oppression are connected







