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Identify and critique the way in which political ideology has influenced recent policy for a group of your choosing
This paper aims to critically evaluate the changes and development of policies for care experienced children and young adults and within England and Wales. There will be consideration of the drivers of change to policy and if polices are being created with the voice of the child in mind or if there are higher powers in control. When considering those within the development of policy there will be insight into the role of practitioner for care experienced children and the ethical issues in place. A further focus will be placed upon legislation within Wales due to recent ongoing reform and discussion and research will be conducted to view if there is overall progress being made to the influence of political ideologies. Finally, the paper will overall view if society is stigmatising children looked after and if the care received is equitable.  This paper will use the phrases children and young people looked after and care experience children and young people interchangeably. 
The first consideration to be made when considering the ways in which policy has been influenced for children looked after is to critically evaluate the key drivers of change. Firstly it is important to consider broadly why change occurs. Shaw (1944, p.330), suggests that "Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds change nothing." However, Mahoney and Thelen (2015) contrastingly suggest that change occurs inherently at the convenience of those in political power and influence, rather than to create progress in society. These are both important considerations when critically evaluating why and how policy has changed in the past twenty year for England and Wales. 
When looking at change within policy it is important to consider the political agenda behind the changes and how political ideology can influence the implementation of successful policy changes. Goldman (2017) suggests that man does not wish to be free, but comfortable highlighting concern that politicians do not fight for what is needed, only what is necessary. There is further concern promoted by Mahoney and Thelen (2015) that policies are left vague and inconsistent for convenience providing ambiguity for those under the policy. This leads to “a substantial discrepancy between widely shared social standards and actual conditions of social life” (Merton & Nisbet, 1971 p.799)  
Further when considering the influence of politics upon policy changes it’s important to be aware that within the past 10 years England and Wales have experienced five varying prime ministers all of whom had varying agendas on the primary changes they wished to make during their term, with three of these being between 2019 to current day (UK Government, 2023). Langfitt (2022) proposes that the continual flux in power results in a lack of consistency in the implementation of new policy and promises remaining uncompleted. 
[bookmark: _Hlk124082874]When considering Wales, it is important to note that it has been a devolved country since the Government of Wales Act (1998) came into force, thus whilst adhering to many of the same policies there is division between English and Welsh policies for children looked after. This will be covered later within this paper. It is important to consider that fundamental policy such as the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (1989) has been adopted by Wales in 2004 rather than enshrined in law (Welsh Government, 2022a) bringing into concern if there is disparity between the implementation of the policy is contrast to England. 
One key factor when considering changes within policy and influences upon their efficacy is to consider the issues surrounding consistent funding. England and Wales are universally experiencing a cost-of-living crisis (Hourston, 2022) and as such funding has been adjusted to cover other needs such as energy bills. This brings in difficulties for policies that promote the ease of access to support avenues as these are becoming overwhelmed and underfunded due to political and economic pressures (Lacobucci, 2023). Further there has been a chronic lack in funding provided for social care limiting the potential reach of support (British Medical Association, 2022). This results in failures and unmet needs beneath the ideology of the UNCRC (1989) that the government must work to ensure a child’s life is full and they are given every opportunity (British Medical Association, 2022).  
Having considered the foundational considerations of influential factors upon change in policy now there needs to be critical evaluation of changes in policy within England and Wales in the past twenty years and the reasons of causation. A significant key change in policy was seen with the implementation of The Children Act (2004) which has since been amended into the Children and Social Work Act (2017). This act was amended from the Children Act (1989) in response to Lord Laming’s inquiry surrounding the murder of Victoria Climbie, in which he found her death was caused by significant failings within the multi-agency systems surrounding her care (Laming, 2003). Lord Laming’s report highlighted that there were at least twelve key moments in which all involved within her care could have prevented her death. The response to the report incited significant changes to policy placing higher duties upon local authorities to safeguard and place focus upon the welfare of children looked after during their time within their region (Foster, 2020). This supports the view of Birkland (2008) of how changes in policy for are often a response to key failures or disasters rather than in wake of anticipated risk. 
[bookmark: _Hlk124076556]A further example of policy being reformed due to significant negative factors was seen in Wales when the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act (2014), also known as SSWBA was introduced. Whilst there is the proposition that the focus of the act is upon providing a legal framework for the improvement of mental health services and the improvement of social services this was not so. The production of the Sustainable Social Services for Wales (Welsh Assembly Government, 2011) placed focus upon the significant challenges faced by those in Wales who need to access support and the failings involved.  This was the foundational influence and motivation for the ultimate creation of the SSWBA (Social Care Wales, 2022). The research completed suggests that despite the ideology that change is made positively to enhance children looked after’s lives it is clear that in often times policy changes are in response to negative reports and occurrences that should have been preventable had they been anticipated and mitigated. 
When looking at the research surrounding the changes made within policy it is clear that behind the changes are practitioners, whether or not this is a positive influence remains to be seen. Whilst the political ideology has been considered it is important to scrutinise the influence practitioners have upon the creation and implementation of changes to policy. As found by Laming (2003), children looked after experience a multi-agency approach throughout their care with professionals varying from social workers, advocates, mental health professional and doctors being involved in their care to name but a few. 
When considering the impact of these professionals upon both policy and the young persons life it is important to critically view if they have agency to be effectual or if they are prevented from being so. There is discourse that professionals are restrained in mind and independence by their employer due to the regulations and policies held within the company and thus there is a loss of humanity through the processes (Ife et al, 2022) . There is further the consideration that with practitioners such as independent advocates, whilst operating for their young person independently they are receiving funding from their local authority or their organisation thus limiting their overall reach (Department for Health, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Hlk124078417][bookmark: _Hlk124079067]The conversation surrounding ethics and development of policy is a complex due to the fact that those within the multi-disciplinary field are held accountable by those with power over. As highlighted by Ife et al (2022), effectual change cannot be made ethically if there are prohibitions due to other underlying agendas. This brings back the earlier conversation surrounding the ability to incite change for good rather than in response to negative events.  Despite the research finding that change is happening in response to negative influences, Kohn et al (2000) suggests that whilst this is true it should be viewed from a positivist perspective. They highlight that all change is good and that the issue is bad systems, not people with bad intentions. There is concern highlighted by Crowley (2015) that politics are overcoming the potential impact change in policy has upon a looked after child’s life and that the voice of the child is not being considered resulting in epistemic injustice (Fricker, 2013).  The Equality Act (2010) highlights that all are equal and should be free of discrimination, however Dansey et al. (2019) speaks of the perceived division and stigma surrounding the label of being a child looked after. Despite political ideology and changes made within policy it is hard to remove the stigma engrained in society of children looked after being considered lesser than those who are not leading to “fear of being ostracised” (O’Donnell, 2016). Clark and Statham (2005) suggest that children looked after are the only experts of their lives and yet there remains a predisposition to listen to practitioners over the voice of the child.  
Despite the issues found within policy creation and the influences of political and societal pressures upon change it is important to consider there are current changes in progress to improve and enhance policy and life for children looked after with Wales. Whilst the Social Services and Well-being (Wales)  Act (2014) did improve systems and life for children looked after there are still failures found between the policy’s intentions and the support and care provided (Clements, 2022). It is clear from the research that policy may have good intentions but that these require thorough implementation and there are loopholes within the policy. 
When critiquing policy throughout this paper and it’s forming it has been clear that policy is made in response to significant failures and are influenced by practitioner. However, there is another way. There is ongoing radical reform within Wales in which children looked after are working directly with the Welsh first minister Mark Drakeford and ministers to create new reform to improve systems for care experienced children and young people (Welsh Government, 2022b). The vital difference between the creation and intention behind this reform is that this was created in conjunction with children from care to ensure that there was a key focus upon their needs, rather than those dictated by varying ideologies or political wants. Through this there was a focus on inclusion with all care experienced children and young adults offered the opportunity to speak up and consult highlighting a diverse range of issues with a commitment in place to “put young people with experience of care at the heart of those conversations” (Drakeford, 2022, cited in Welsh Government, 2022b). 
In conclusion, as a result of the research conducted it is clear that there is disparity between the policies in place within England and Wales for children looked after and the care and support received. The research has found that there is a tendency to set aside the focus upon improving systems and instead the focus is upon what politicians and practitioners feel what is best rather than the consideration of the expertise provided by care experienced children and young people. When looking at the drivers of change the research found that there is a concerning amount of policy made in response to disaster or failures within the system and that improvement needs to be made to mitigate risk to human life. Throughout the critical analysis it was found that there are limitations placed upon the autonomy of those working with children and young people due to the restraints introduced by their employers bringing in the concern that despite best intentions the focus upon improvement is set aside. The research highlights concern that political ideology overweighs the good intentions set by the implementation of policy, however the current ongoing Exploring Radical Reform Summit (Welsh Government, 2022) shows a positive change in ideology from the Welsh Government to place value upon the voice of the care experienced community. There are signs highlighted through the current reform that within Wales, society and the government are changing to remove stigmatisation and are becoming more inclusive. To reiterate the earlier sentiments of this paper "Progress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change their minds change nothing." (Shaw, 1944, p.330) 
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