0800623

SJIE6003

0800623

Jessica Jones





Throughout this essay the writer will be critically looking into the definition of Parental Engagement and the variety of Parental Engagement, the role of the parents in the child’s education, the needs and rights of the parents, barriers to Inclusion and the definition of Inclusion, the aims and objectives of the school, the Additional Learning Needs policy and the Education Act 1944 and links to theorists Maslow and Piaget. 
Parental Engagement most often refers to parents’ engagement in their child’s learning at home, at school and in the wider community. Parental engagement is supported by discussion between parents/practitioners and focuses on how families can build on what they already do to help their children’s learning and provide a supportive home learning environment. It is recognised that there is a continuum between parental involvement and parental engagement. The movement between the two represents a ‘shift emphasis, away from the relationship between parents and schools, to a focus on the relationship between parents and their children’s learning’ (Goodall and Montogomery, 2014) 
Harris and Goodall (2007) and Goodall and Montgomery (2014) consider parental engagement as active and meaningful involvement in children’s learning. Such learning can take place in a variety of settings including early learning and childcare settings, schools, the community, through family learning and learning at home. Parental engagement represents a greater ‘commitment, ownership of action’ than parental involvement within educational settings such as early learning and childcare settings or schools. 
Gems Education (2010) states there are six kinds of Parental Engagement. These are Parenting; Communicating; Volunteering; Learning at home; Decision Making and Collaborating with the Community. Gems Education (2010) also continues to state that each of these kinds of Parental Engagement can help the parents with the child’s education by the parent being supported and having frequent communication with the school. These could later result in getting the best from the child to their ability due to support received from their teachers and family. 
According to the Department of Education and skills (no date) parents and families were in control of their child’s education before public education was in existence. The Education Act 1944 took the place of all previous education laws, the Ministry of Education overruled the Board of Education; teaching became free in England and Wales and there would also be further education in colleges for school leavers up to eighteen years old. (BBC News, 2014). However, following on from this in 1947 it was decided that the age for pupils to leave school would be brought down to fifteen years old with an average of five and a half million children attending schools. A few years further on in 1972, the age for pupils leaving school was once again raised to sixteen years old. This was raised in order to get the children to stay in school and gain a good education, onto further education and off the streets or farms where they would have been before, without finishing their education and sitting their examinations. (BBC News, 2014) 
Every parent has the rights and needs when regarding to their child and their education. A right is something the parent(s) are entitled to. However, needs are something the parent(s) want for the child, this does not necessarily mean they will be granted them. There are many rights the parent(s) have. Some of these being; the child’s annual parents evening to discuss their child’s progress throughout the academic year, they have a right to stand to be voted for the school parent governor where they can have a closer look at how the school works and any way in which they can contribute to their child’s learning; to receive information regarding their child’s education, be it regarding how well he/she is doing or if they have been suspended or expelled. If a child has been excluded, the parent(s) have a right to know what the reason is and have a right to a meeting with either the head of year or the head teacher. If they do not feel this is fair justice they have the right to appeal against the child’s exclusion and a right to be involved in obtaining a statement from the child. With the statement the child will then get the correct support in order for them to improve. (Thomson Reuters, 2019)
The parents also have needs when it comes to their child’s education, some of these being; to not be excluded from their child’s education; the need for their child to be heard when needed. If they felt they do not have a voice they can use their school council to voice their opinions and ensure that there is a member of staff available for them to confide in; the parent(s) also have a need to be spoken to in a way they understand clearly regarding language. Some parents may not have had the access to education and may not have the skills to communicate clearly or in a professional manner, therefore it is important that they are spoken to in simple language that they understand and ensure they understand before leaving. With the rights and needs of the parent(s) being met the child will have a happier home and family resulting in a happier school life. 
ALLFIE (2019) states that inclusive education is education that includes everyone, with non-disabled and disabled people (including those with additional learning needs) learning together in mainstream schools, colleges and universities. This allows the system to adapt to including disabled people and not resulting in disabled people adapting to the system. The education system must recognise it creates barriers for Disabled learners, for instance if parts of the schools are inaccessible. Disabled pupils may require adaptions and support to access the curriculum. By ensuring inclusion is had in all settings it allows children to feel a sense of belonging. It allows children to make new friends, learn about new and old aspects of life and prepare them for further education and adult life. 
The sense of belonging comes from Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs are important to childhood and their needs to be included. The first level is physiological needs. Physiological needs include the basic necessities of life. These needs may include food, water, and shelter. Once physiological needs are met, students will then need the second level, which is safety needs. Students need to feel safe in the environment in which they are learning with no outside threats. If a student feels like they could potentially be harmed, this level of safety will not be met. (Simple Psychology, 2018)
They need to feel a feeling of belongingness and love. At this level, students will want to feel a sense of belonging with other people in their environment. In this level, students need to identify with a group or groups of other students and need to feel that they do fit in. it was stated that “the need for interpersonal relationships motivates behaviour.” (Simple Psychology, 2018) if a child does not feel a sense of belonging they will find it hard to interact or be a part of a group. 
In the fourth level of the hierarchy, students now have to face esteem needs. At the fifth level, self-actualization becomes important. At the fifth level, the student looks for ways to fulfil their personal potential for learning, and seek fulfilment in their learning. At this level students will strive for certain learning goals and seek to achieve them. 
In the final and sixth level of the hierarchy, students now are motivated through self-transcendence. At this level, students have already met many of their personal goals and are now motivated to improve the people around them. By motivating and helping those around them, they in turn can have a better sense of understanding and can improve their personal experience. (McLeod, S. A. 2007). None of these above needs can be met without the Parental Engagement at home and in school. 
Another theorist being looked at with regards to Learning is Jean Piaget. Piaget’s theory of Cognitive Development suggests that children moved through four stages of mental development, from birth to two years of age ; two years old to seven years old; seven to eleven years of age and twelve years old and upwards. Piaget's (1936) theory of cognitive development explains how a child constructs a mental model of the world. He disagreed with the idea that intelligence was a fixed trait, and regarded cognitive development as a process which occurs due to biological maturation and interaction with the environment. . He then states that ‘children take an active role in the learning process, making observations and learning about the world. (Simple Psychology, 2018). With the help of their parent(s) knowledge they could then work together to discover what the next step in education would be for the child and where to gain the correct support needed. 
With anything there are barriers. There are certainly barriers to engagement with parents and schools. These barriers can not only be problems for the schools and parent(s) but the child also. Through the writers experience some children may want their parents to be more involved and interested in their education, especially when seeing their friends’ parent(s) attending every event and showing a keen interest. However, some parents may recall bad memories from their childhood and allow it to affect their involvement with their child’s education. Another barrier is of the working parent(s) who work unsociable hours and are unable to attend during school hours and regularly miss important dates in the school calendar. Thus resulting in some people thinking they are not bothered and simply do not care about their child’s education. Many parents believe that their child should not receive homework and that all school work should be done in school. This then gets portrayed back to the teacher via the pupil resulting in the pupil receiving punishment. This is not the child’s fault, he/she is only following the example that is shown to them at home. On the other hand some parent(s) feel that they are unable to support their child with their work due to them not understanding the work during their school years, however a simple gesture of sitting with the child and reading the question to them shows a sign of involvement towards the child’s education. Many homes do not have access to any ICT due to poverty and may not be able to receive important messages from the school with regards to any changes in the school calendar. Another barrier that the writer has witnessed is one where the parents believe the school is not doing anything to support their child and no matter what they do or what the school provides it is not enough and they will continue to bad name the school and claim they know their rights and needs. These parents can become difficult and it is essential to have another member of staff present at all times when dealing with them. (Creative Education, 2017) 
It is important that these barriers are overcome in order for the child to have a happy education. It is important that teachers communicate positively and clearly with parents. It is also important that teachers do not create an outlook on a parent without knowing any details or history as this may lead to controversy. By being positive and communicating with parents it allows them to feel welcome within the school and they will tend to attend more events within the school and will not feel judged but instead they will feel a sense of welcome. This breaks down any barriers the parents once had and will support the child in the long run with their education. It is also important that schools keep in mind those parents that do not have access to ICT at home and continue to send letters home as well as the use of the school website. Another very important barrier is that teachers remember those parents who did not have the best access to education and may possibly be illiterate and are unable to read. It is important that they greet these parents at the school gate or a simple phone call home to ensure they know of any up and coming events or changes to the school calendar. To support the families with no ICT in the home the writers’ school holds a homework club in the computer room every dinner time and in the library after school. This then lessens any pressure that may be on them at home and in school off their teacher. 
The setting being discussed is a Welsh Medium Comprehensive School in Wales with over 1,100 pupils on the register. This school has an integration approach to learning. Everyone is included into the school but may be excluded within the school. “Integration is a process of placing persons with disabilities in existing mainstream educational institutions, as long as the former can adjust to the standardised requirements of such institutions.” (Think Inclusive, Villegas,T.  2017). School A has groups or individual pupils being taught within the school but may be in a different room to their peers as they may need additional support or differentiated work to their peers. The aim and ethos of this school is to provide for all pupils including those which have Additional Learning Needs. In the schools Inclusion and Equality and the Additional Learning Needs policy it states that every child has a right to education within the school. (School policy, 2019) 
To conclude it is evident that parental engagement has increased and developed more within the last half century, which the writer believes is a good thing. Education continues to change as do children and it is important that to move forward parents are involved and made to feel that they are welcome to discuss anything with regards to their child’s education and wellbeing. It is important that education has changed as the requirement for jobs has changed at it is important for children to gain their qualifications whilst in school. However this does not mean they will not have a good career if they do not pass their exams as there are many manual labour jobs that are well paid along with the top office jobs. Gems Education states that with the help of their parent(s) the child would do better than if the parents did not show any interest or support. Also, the communication between schools and parents is beneficial for a happy pupil. It is important that they communicate in order to learn of any problems that the child may be facing in their life or for the parents to learn of any problems the child may be facing in school and have not mentioned to their family as they do not want to worry them. The writer has since found after discussing with teachers in School A that the homework club is proving to be beneficial to the school and the children. Children feel less pressure to do their homework at home and are happy to attend the club in their lunch break to get the work done. Many children either do not have access to ICT or have a very busy sporting life outside the school or may have training for competitions after school. The homework club is full every day and this has resulted in happier teachers as the work is being done on time resulting in less pupils having detention. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is important that all children have a right to education and with parents engagement it allows just this to happen. It allows the child’s educational life to be better and their achievements would be higher. It is essential that parent(s) support and show an interest in their child’s education in any way possible even if it reading a question to them or answering a quick question for them whilst cooking supper. The smallest interest may be of great warmth to the child. 
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