In this assignment, the topic being discussed is the police's role in the justice system. Within this assignment there will be a debate on whether the police have a significant role in the English and Welsh Justice system or not. During the debate there will be counter arguments with for and against points to make the debate fair and concise. This will be to show whether the statement is correct or not.
GOV.UK (2023) states “establish the powers of the police to combat crimes while protecting the rights of the public.” This explains that the police have many powers to protect the public from crimes daily. They have powers such as stop and search, arrest and many more. By having these powers in place crimes can be prevented by the police using their powers to stop criminals, which would make the public feel at ease. Claims.co.uk N.D. suggests that, within this act, this shows the number of powers that the police have. They also include interrogation, personal search and taking samples. For example, when the police take samples, this can be to check if a member of the public has been drinking alcohol. The police will pull over a member of the public if the police believe that they could be drunk driving. The police do these checks to prevent crashes from occurring as it could lead to a major incident happening.
Metropolitan Police (2023) states “Stop and search remains a hugely important police power for protecting the public, tackling crime and keeping our streets safe.” This means that police forces in the UK will stop and search members of the public if they see someone looking suspicious, this will be to prevent crimes from happening. According to South Wales Police (2023) If there was no stop and search in place for the police, the police service would find it much more difficult to tackle crimes. As this is in place to stop to find items such as drugs or weapons that can be used to commit crimes. These arrests do not usually lead to a court order as arrests are not usually made after a stop and search but can be done if a member of the public is found with illegal items. Liberty N.D. explains that “If you are not arrested and taken to a police station, you can get the record immediately after they finish searching you.”  This shows that this is what happens once the stop and search has been finished and members of the public have the right to collect the records of the stop and search and must do this within 3 months of the stop and search. This suggests that the police do not have a significant role within the Justice system as stop and search do not go forward to any courts within the English and Welsh Justice system.
[bookmark: _Int_RHF7QW7X]Merriam - Webster (2023) says an arrest is when someone is taken into custody for not obeying the law and has been arrested for something that is against the law. GOV.UK (2022) states “A person’s involvement or suspected involvement or attempted involvement in the commission of a criminal offence.” This shows that someone can get arrested under section 24 of PACE, also under Code G if the police service believes that someone has either been suspicious of a crime or attempted a crime which can possibly get members of the public arrested too. This explains that the police have a vital role within the Justice System because when an arrest is made this is the starting point within the Justice System process. Wales Safer Communities (N.D) explains “police carry out initial questioning of someone suspected of a crime.” This suggests that during the beginning of the process the police’s involvement within the justice system is when they need to ask the suspect questions about the crime. Once this has been done the suspect will be in custody. Another reason that the police service is important in the Justice System is because if the crime goes to court the police may have to provide evidence within court if told to do so. On the other hand, the police service may not have a key role as if the crime would not go to court, they would not be involved with the Justice System in that period.
When suspects have been taken into custody, they will have rights whilst in custody that they can go by. Mind (2024) states that suspects have rights when they are in a police station. This includes legal advice for free, telling someone where you are and seeking medical help if needed. This shows that suspects have these rights against the police when in a police station and if police officers do not follow these rights, they would receive consequences. This suggests that the police do not have a crucial role in the Justice System as the treatment of suspects will not go further than court as it only gathers information for suspects' rights when in custody. This means that the treatment of suspects is only followed within a police station.
There is a process of what happens when someone must be a witness in court. Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (2023) explains that when someone is asked to be a witness in court, they will be told what to do first before giving evidence. This includes being called into the witness box when it is their turn to provide evidence for a case. Once they are in the witness box, they will be told to repeat an oath after the judge and must promise to tell nothing but the truth. Police officers may have to provide evidence in court at times if they are needed. Crown Prosecution Service (2022) suggests that “If the witness is a police officer and the defense wish him or her to be called, but do not wish to call the officer as a defense witness, a judge or magistrate has power to rule that in the interests of justice the officer should give evidence. This shows that police officers will only provide evidence if the defense would like them to provide evidence for a case. But the judge will have the final say to whether they think if it will be important for the police officer to be a witness or not. This gathers that the police have a vital role in the Justice system as being a witness in court as a police officer could be crucial in some cases. Although sometimes police officers are not always a witness in court if they do not have enough information about a case. 
[bookmark: _Int_uIv6iL2t]There have been a few discussions on whether the police service have a significant role within the English and Welsh Justice System. For example, within the stop and search policy this could go through to the Justice System. This is because if a stop and search escalated into something worse and caused much more conflict then it could become a crime and end up in court depending on the circumstances. Another example is the treatment of suspects. Within this, suspects have rights when in a police station. But if police officers do not follow these rights this can lead to a serious result such as breaching the rights. This then may be taken to court if needed too. The next discussion was being in a witness in court. In this discussion this also may not go through to the Justice System as police officer will rarely be a witness in court unless they have suspected something in a crime so being a witness in court can go either way for the police service.
[bookmark: _Int_8BmhJ3bY][bookmark: _Int_7NBfuMrP]In conclusion, there has been debates with for and against points as to whether the police have a significant role within the English and Welsh Justice System. This shows that in this assignment there has been a very good understanding of the assignment. The discussions included were PACE, arrest, treatment of suspects and being a witness in court. This involved explaining what they were and whether the police had any key roles in these matters. As a result, this shows that the statement of the police having a significant role in the Justice System has been seen from positive and negative matters to make the debates fair and concise.
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