ECAD 6007 Assignment Appendix

OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September 2022 at 9:00am with Year 6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in the Year 6 classroom, which is located in the ‘Top Block’ of the school grounds in a small buliding that also houses a Year 5 and Year 4/5 class. The lesson was a persuasive writing task which aligned to the Languages, Literacy and Communication Area of Learning and Experience. As the lesson progressed I became aware that the task was also preparing the students to write their own personal manifesto speeches for roles in the school Senedd, which also draws in the Humanities Area of Experience and Learning too. Children were sat in tables of 5/6 over 6 tables within the classroom. A large class of 35. The teachers desk and boards were located at the front of the classroom and all children were sat side or front on to the front.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

This critical incident was my observations throughout the entire lesson as it offered so many areas of possible exploration and for me and was an exemplar in how to deliver a lesson that encompassed the four main elements of Assessment for Learning. 

The lesson began with a recap by the class teacher on their learning from Friday afternoon where a piece of persuasive writing had been shown, discussed, written (based on the 3 little pigs story) and criteria for writing a persuasive letter had been stuck in their literacy books. The recap included lots of discussion in small groups (talk to your should or face partner on your table), class wide discussion with hands up and the class teacher selecting pupils to answer and also group feedback from tables to the class teacher. 

The class were then introduced to two characters (the big bad wolf and Cinderella) pictured on a screen at the front of the class. The big bad wolf had featured in their task from the previous week, but they were now being asked to write a persuasive piece of writing from the wolf’s perspective (rather than the pigs) as to why the blowing down of houses was not his fault. Or they had the opportunity to write a letter from the perspective of Cinderella about why her situation was unfair and she should be helped. The teacher gave examples of what would be needed for a letter that was flying high, taking off or just taxiing (see below). The class was given 10 minutes to write the letter. 

When all letters were completed, pupils were asked to swap books with others on their table and then, (using the components needed to write a successful persuasive letter that was stuck in their literacy books) mark where those components featured and provide a rating based on the schools differentiation categories (named Our learning journey) which are taxiing (lower ability, taking off (middle ability) and flying high (higher ability). Our learning journey is a consistent tool used for differentiation from Reception to Year 6 and features as a wall display in every classroom too. 

The teacher then asked three children to read out their letters to the rest of the class. The letters were discussed, positively assessed by the teacher and applauded by all class pupils. 

The lesson was then extended by watching a video of three different people delivering persuasive speeches to an audience. The videos were discussed, good and bad criteria for public speaking were identified and the class were signposted to the next task which was going to be them writing their speeches for their desired role within the school Senedd, which would be a homework task that weekend. 

Finally, the teacher asked one of the children to deliver a persuasive speech to her that would convince her to allow the entire class to go out for break 5 minutes early. The pupil delivered a successful speech that was met with euphoric scenes which were a really good way to end the lesson. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Although we have not yet delved that deeply in to Assessment for Learning specifically, this critical incident has encouraged me to consider Learning Theories and how they can scaffold really good learning experiences. The school’s use of ‘Our Learning Journey’ within this critical incident and more widely across the entire school has led me to consider differentiation of learning. Both these areas would also link to the new Curriculum for Wales and the broader aspirations for all children in Wales from Welsh Government. Additional notes below could also lead on to research considerations around ALN, wellbeing and social, physical and emotional development. 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

Children were grouped in mixed ability tables. There was a 1:1 support for one child in the class with ALN. Prior to the lesson starting, one child was given a reading intervention by a TA at the back of the class whilst the register was being taken. The lesson was intereuppted by the headteacher who needed to check the lunch choices of the children having school meals. Several children in the class were visibly tired and not paying attention at the start of the lesson. This is a very large class. The school typically splits their intake across two classes, but they made a decision to keep this class whole in Year 6 to support their wellbeing and transition to comprehensive school next year. The year 6 class has a different uniform to the rest of the school. The uniform is much closer to that of the comprehansive that the school feeds and is done to aid the pupils transition the following year.  















Record 2

	Date and time, year group: Monday 26th September 2022 at 1:15pm with Year 4/5


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in the Year 4/5 classroom, which is located in the ‘Top Block’ of the school grounds in a small buliding that also houses a Year 5 and Year 6 class. The lesson was about creating posters that would feature as part of a whole school display in the main hall. This alligned to the Expressive Arts Area of Learning and Experience, but also to Humaninties as the display was about ‘Salvation’ which also underpinned the schools Church in Wales affilitation too. Children were sat in tables of 5/6 over 4 tables within the classroom. A class of 23. The teachers desk and boards were located at the front of the classroom and all children were sat side on to the front. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

This was the first lesson back after lunch and the children were excitable and taking their seats with lots of discussion and noise filling the classroom. The class teacher welcomed the class back using a relatively loud voice to gain the classes attention, but she also combined that with a signed ‘good afternoon’ and ‘Monday’. The children had learned how to say ‘good afternoon’ using sign language the previous week and they had learned the sign language for ‘Monday’ that morning. The teacher explained that she was going to carry out the afternoon register and that all children should answer with the sign language for ‘good afternoon’ and ‘Monday’. 

This technique was a great way to calm down the class and grab their attention immediately. The register was taken in complete silence as each child was concentrating and waiting for their name and the sign language they would need to use in order to respond.    

The teacher then began the lesson by framing what they needed to achieve. There was then a class discussion about how they could go about doing that. Ideas from the class were shared and then the actual creative task was agreed and implemented in their table groups over the remainder of the lesson. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This critical incident has led me to consider beahaviour management in the classroom as an avenue for research. The use of sign language led me to consider retrieval practice and more broadly learning theory in the classroom. The way that the class informed the content of the lesson leads me to also want to research around learning theory too. I would also want to try and link this incident to the new Curriculum for Wales and the broader aspirations for all children in Wales from Welsh Government.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The class had been for swimming that morning and it was the first lesson after lunch. They were noticably tired and lacking in enthusiasm for parts of the lesson. The lesson task was discussed collectively and informed by the views and opinions of the class and not just detemined by the teacher “we need a display, how do you want to do it”. The class was arranged in mixed ability groups and supported by one teaching assistant. 



















































Record 3

	Date and time, year group: Tuesday 27th September 2022 at 9:00am with Reception


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context

The observation took place in the Reception classroom, which is located in the ‘Lower Block’ of the school grounds in a buliding that also houses Year 1/Reception and Year 1/2 classes. There is also a Nursery class that is located with the Recption classroom, but separated by a partition curtain. The lesson encompassed play, Phonics and snack time which aligned to the Languages, Literacy and Communication and Health and Well-being Areas of Learning and Experience. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)

This critical incident relates to a child who was receiving 1 to 1 support by a teaching assistant. The child was already present in the classroom when all other children were staring their day by hanging up their coats, placing their snacks in the designated tub and lining up to enter the classroom. The teacher then began the lesson with a story that all children listened to by sitting at the feet of the teach at the front of the classroom. The child receiving 1 to 1 support was not required to join the others on the carpet and was instead looking through a book of his own choosing that differed to the one being listed to by other class members. 

Following the story the class were told what they would be doing next and then encouraged to go out and play. The school had conducted research into the benefits of physical activity early in the school day as an aid to better learning and concentration. 

During play time the child receiving 1 to 1 support was allowed to roam freely within the designated area, just like his classmates. Although he was physically in the same space as his classmates, he didn’t engage in play with anyone. 

When returning to the classroom, the teacher began her lesson. Throughout the child receiving 1:1 support didn’t appear to be enaged or participating in any aspect of the learning. 

My observation time in this class led me to consider the benefit of the child in this environment and were their needs being met? 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

This critical incident has led me to consider learning theories that would support the desicion to integrate this child. I would also want to explore theory relating to children with Additional Learning Needs and explore Social, Physical and Emotional Development. I would also want to try and link this incident to the new Curriculum for Wales and the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (ALN Act) and the wider additional learning needs (ALN) Transformation Programme.


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)




