Gobbet 3 

[bookmark: _Hlk30412996]What insights might the chosen extract from WEB Du Bois, ‘Of Our Spiritual Strivings’ and ‘Of the Sorrow Songs’ The Souls of Black Folk (1903) offer regarding the different approaches towards African American civil rights in the post-Reconstruction era?

[bookmark: _GoBack]In, 1903, the American sociologist, historian and author, W.E.B. Du Bois wrote a book called The Souls of Black Folk. Two of the chapters were titled ‘Of Our Spiritual Strivings’ and ‘Of the Sorrow Songs’. The first introduces the book and latter concludes it to provide us with some interesting insights into African American civil rights in the post-construction period which followed the American abolition of slavery after the Civil War of 1861-1865. 

Du Bois was an extraordinary man of his time, an African American born in north America in 1869, just four years after abolition. He received a mainly fair childhood-education but on moving to University in Nashville, Tennessee, he encountered southern-enforced racial segregation. Du Bois was the first African American to gain a PhD at Harvard and step across the line of educational separation between white and black students. Later Du Bois studied social sciences in Germany and developed a unique way of combining history and sociology which influenced thinking from the early twentieth century onwards and showed how African Americans even though they were free, lacked the opportunities regarded as Rights by their white peers.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  , 'On This Day August 28, 1963 Obituary W. E. B. DuBois Dies in Ghana; Negro Leader and Author, 95', New York Times, 1963, p.1.] 


Firstly, Of Our Spiritual Strivings shows how African American life reflected a society in which they were unable to access freedom of choice ‘to work and think’ due to the written and unwritten rules of white privilege which, due to mistrust and a lack of understanding, imposed the double consciousness on minority groups.[footnoteRef:2] Du Bois dwelt on ‘the sorrow’ and discusses the inequality of being born behind the veil which required adoption of double consciousness to live with ‘two warring ideals in one dark body’.[footnoteRef:3]  Du Bois uncompromising stood firm against exclusion by colour, stating that the African American ‘must be himself’ which was alien to the view of educationalist, Booker T Washington.[footnoteRef:4] Despite Washington explaining ‘We march to fate abreast’, and this was echoed a century later by Social historian Paul Gilroy, Washington supported segregation saying that blacks and whites could live as separately as fingers and yet be ‘one hand’.[footnoteRef:5] Even though both Du Bois and early twentieth century black activist and leader, Marcus Garvey, supported Pan African concepts, it was to the Washington earlier-concept of African American segregation that Garvey turned. Just eleven years after the Du Bois book of 1903, and perhaps because change had been slow to materialise, Garvey was radical in demanding that change must come, and it appears he had no time to listen ‘to the striving in the souls of black folks’.[footnoteRef:6] [2:  W. E. B., Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folks, 2017 edn (United States: LSC Communications, 1903), p. 7.]  [3:  The Souls of Black Folks, p. 2.]  [4:  The Souls of Black Folks, p. 5.]  [5:  Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness, 1999 edn (London: Verso, 1993), p. 4.]  [6:  Tony Martin, Race First: The Ideological and Organizational Struggles of Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association, 2017 edn (Dover, Massachusetts: The Majority Press, 1976), p. 41.
Booker T. Washington, Address by Booker T. Washington, Principle Tuskegee Normal Tuskegee, Alabama and Industrial Institute, 2nd edn (Tuskegee, Alabama:1895), p. 2.
The Souls of Black Folks, p. 7.] 


Secondly, in the Of the Sorrow Songs of those who were ‘weary of heart’, Du Bois give praise to the spirituality and rhythm of the slaves and forecast their importance to the American music of the future.[footnoteRef:7] In this chapter, Du Bois cites the diaspora and compares north American people to those from the south who wrote the spirituals and Du Bois says when he first heard these songs he instantly recognised them to be ‘of me and of mine’ and sung by people who with double consciousness caused by fear, could not be explicit in airing their views: Du Bois says these were sung in ‘the voice of exile’.[footnoteRef:8] Du Bois describes African American as brave and respectful of their Christian god: Perhaps to illustrate that, given the opportunity, the American people of African origin would fit the American dream as ably as any white man might and Du Bois reinforces this by asking ‘Would America be America without her Negro people?’.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  The Souls of Black Folks, p. 155.]  [8:  The Souls of Black Folks, p. 155.]  [9:  The Souls of Black Folks, p. 163.] 


Du Bois wanted a culture of equality in America and he worked hard to educate in the hope of achieving this, but he was disillusionment with the slow advance of American Civil Rights and, towards the end of his life, in 1961 he joined the communist party. In 1963 Du Bois, left his second wife and his daughter in America, he moved to Africa where he became a citizen of Ghana and he died in Accra, Ghana in the same year. [footnoteRef:10] [10:  , 'On This Day August 28, 1963 Obituary W. E. B. DuBois Dies in Ghana; Negro Leader and Author, 95', New York Times, 1963, p.1.] 
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