Appendix 1


Positive Holding/Restrictive Intervention Policy

The aim of SNAP’s policy is to assist all staff in Playgroup to deal effectively with challenging behaviour: to ensure that staff are protected from harm and to ensure that pupils are protected from any form of physical restraint or intervention which is inappropriate. 

This policy provides direction on the powers of playgroup staff in using force, as set out in Section 93 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006. These powers commenced in October 2010 and replaced section 550A of the Education Act 1996. This guidance should be seen within the framework of Welsh Assembly Government Circular 3/99, Inclusion and Pupil Support (47/2006), Welsh Office Circular 37/98, 41/2010, (“The Use of Force to Control or Restrain Pupils” “Safe and Effective Intervention”) The Welsh Assembly Guidance, (“Framework for Restrictive Physical Intervention Policy and Practice-March 2005”) and the Department of Health “Guidance on restrictive physical interventions for people with learning disability and autistic spectrum disorder in health, education and social care settings”. In addition, it should be considered alongside the overall suite of guidance on aspects including those for exclusions, tackling bullying and the SEN Code of Practice. 

 At SNAP we work to ensure each individual pupil is able to reach his or her potential. 

Every child is entitled to learn and every member of staff is free to teach in an environment that is safe, secure and free from distraction. The guiding principles to achieve this should be established in the policy on positive behaviour management. 

Staff of SNAP are committed to providing the highest standards in protecting and safeguarding the welfare of children and young people entrusted to its care. We recognise there is a need to intervene when there is an obvious risk of safety to the children, staff and property. 

For the most part this is achieved through the fostering of good relationships, and the normal application of positive behaviour management to support and intervene. However, in exceptional or extreme circumstances this may involve the use of reasonable force. 

It should be emphasised that if used at all, restraint (referred to in this document as positive handling) should be seen in the context of a further positive action of care and concern. In line with WAG guidance, it is used as a last resort option and in the most extreme cases, other strategies will always have been attempted first. 

As best practice regarding positive handling this policy should be considered alongside other relevant playgroup policies, specifically those involving behaviour, health and safety and the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008)

