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Manifesto: How to be the best artist possible.


1. Greet mess and chaos with welcoming arms.

2. Positivity is admired.

3. Grab new opportunities as they appear.

4. Resilience is a must.

5. Repeat. Repeat. Repeat.

6. Evaluate frequently.

7. Be aware of the effects of peer pressure.

8. All art is beautiful.






























1.Mess and chaos is welcomed. 
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Fig. 1, Yellow Islands by Jackson Pollock, 1952.

The Oxford Dictionary defines a mess as a situation that is confused and full of problems. In addition, chaos is defined as complete disorder and confusion. Thus, I refer to mess and chaos to mean confusion and disarrangement. It is ‘welcomed’ because confusion and disarrangement is common within creativity. Creativity shouldn’t be hindered due to confusion, mess or chaos. This statement is an affirmation to not be frightened of the mess and chaos that can appear during the creative process. For example, Fig. 1 portrays a painting by Jackson Pollock who to some appears as ‘mere unorganised explosions of random energy’ (McElroy,2010). Yet, Pollock is merely an expressionist painter, whose work is more abstract than literal, which this critic failed to understand. However, there are others who do view his work as pieces of ‘majestic beauty’ (Jones, 2015).This has led me to believe, you should create what you love, do not let the fear of mess, chaos and others prevent your creative journey.








6. Evaluate frequently.
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Fig. 2,  Recreating the same artwork 6 years later by Ray Sampang, 2015.

Evaluation is crucial in order to develop and improve upon your past artworks. By evaluating, you are ‘acknowledging weak spots’ and ‘creating an action plan’ in response (Ross, 2021).Thus, by recognizing your faults or weaknesses, you are able to begin to find solutions to take the next steps in developing your art further. An excellent example is portrayed in Fig 2. (above) where Sampang shows how his skills has improved over the 6 year period. There is more quality and detail within the second in comparison to the first. It is evident how Sampang has reflected and adapted to improve upon his work.  D. Lina comments that it is due to ‘repetition’ and ‘practice’ that Sampang’s work has improved (Lina, 2015). Yet, I have come to the conclusion that it is not practice that makes perfect, but rather ‘deliberate practice’ (Ericsson, 2012). Deliberate practice means to repeat your process again but focus on improving on your weaknesses. Your weaknesses would have been identified through evaluation. Thus it is important to do frequently to ensure improvement occurs.
8. All art is beautiful.
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Fig. 3, An image of an article entitled ‘Medical Science’s Protest Against New Art’. 1921.

Fig. 3 (above), portrays an article where Picasso’s art is misunderstood and is deemed ‘degenerate’, ‘odd’ and a ‘product of diseased nerves’ (Burr, 1921). Yet, Picasso is a crucial member within art movements such as Pop Art and Cubism. Although, his work was described negatively within this article, to some his work is beautiful. ‘One man’s trash’ is another man’s treasure’ (Carson, L). This means that what is useless to one person might be valuable to another. Therefore all art is beautiful. Albeit, some may not believe your work is beautiful, know that someone, somewhere thinks it is.
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Observational Writing: ‘Andy Warhol by Federico Babina
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                                          Fig. 1, Andy Warhol by Federico Babina, 2014

In Fig. 1 (above), Federico Babina portrays a modernist building which has the anchorage text ‘Andy Warhol’ above it. This could be the title or perhaps name of the building. This implies that Babina is portraying architecture in the manner of a person; Andy Warhol.  Thus, the text clearly holds a significant semiotic meaning. This is because there are aspects within Warhol’s work which is shown in both the interior and exterior of this building. For example, Babina has used primary colours which clearly represent the art movement ‘Pop Art’ in which Warhol was a crucial figure.  Pop Art is known for it’s  ‘bright’ and ‘vivid’ colours which are accompanied with ‘bold, simplistic shapes’ (Gosha, 2014). Babina also refers to these simple shapes within his use of the squares in this piece. He may have also done this to hint at the repetition of squares within many of Warhol’s pieces such as the iconic ‘Marilyn Monroe’ (1962).

Moreover, ‘Marilyn Monroe’ is one of Warhol’s most famous pieces which uses primary colours, squares and the iconic sign ‘Marlyn Monroe’ herself. Babina has included sections of Monroe through what appears as sliding doors. Sliding doors are polysemic. They are a signifier for new opportunities and ‘sliding doors moments’. (Bennett, 2016) ‘ Sliding door moments are opportunities in life where the decisions we make alter our very destiny’. Babina has clearly used the iconic sign ‘Marilyn Monroe’ to refer to the fact that this was both a crucial part of Warhol’s life but further it led him to create the ‘Marilyn Diptych’ (1962) in Fig. 2 (below). He created this painting after she died on the 5th August 1962. This is his most famous piece, worth $195 million to date (Sherwood, 2022). Thus, this painting was a ‘sliding door moment’ for Warhol, which Babina has connoted through symbolic representation.

                                          Fig. 2, Marilyn Diptych by Andy Warhol, 1962.
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In addition, Babina has used the polysemic icon, Marilyn Monroe because she signifies both popular culture and consumerism. Both of which were key influences within Warhol’s work. The main aims in the Pop Art Movement were ‘to solidify that art can be drawn from any source and no hierarchy could disrupt’ it (Custodia, 2020).This is interesting because the linguistic sign beneath reads ‘Archist’. An ‘Archist’ is the equivalent to a statist, which is a supporter of state control. Thus, is Babina referring to Warhol as someone who obeys the hierarchy, government and state control through his use of popular culture and consumerism?

Babina also gives reference to another one of Warhol’s better known pieces ‘Campbell Soup Can’(1962) in what appears as chimneys. Chimney’s signify action and movement. This suggests that Babina feels that the ‘Campbell’s Soup Cans’ were the beating heart/fire of the pop art movement and potentially summarise Warhol’s career overall. Warhol painted the ‘Campbell’s Soup’ because it was a well-known brand which everyone would recognise. Did Warhol know this would become an icon for the Pop Art Movement?

To Conclude, Babina has placed people within the building to give the myth that this building is perhaps a Gallery. The people symbolise how anyone can view Warhol’s work, in the same way the sliding doors are a hint at his work being open to the public. The amount of people also signify how popular Warhol was.  Babina’s use of architecture portrays the ‘symbiotic relationship and implicit partnership between art and architecture’ (Rosenfield, 2014). Babina’s image clearly depicts how art could easily influence contemporary architecture using Warhol to provide his evidence.
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Task three: Practice-based Writing 
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                                   Fig. 1, Pachama by Gabriel Schama, 2018

How can pattern be repeated through plywood?

Fig 1 (above) portrays how pattern can be repeated through plywood. Schama has layered 13 layers of laser-cut plywood, to create this sculpture entitled ‘Pachama’. ‘Plywood is a structural material consisting of strong wooden board’ (Webster 2022). ‘Repetition’ or ‘repeat’ means something that occurs more than once (Murray, 1928), an example of this is the 13 layers within Schama’s artwork. This is because, Schama has laser-cut each layer individually, thus repeating the process every time.

The layers are important because they provide depth, but also allow the audience to view a more intricate pattern. It takes the image from flat to 3 dimensional.(Hinz, 2021) ‘Multilayered designs’ have ‘endless possibilities’.  In this article, Hinz explains how to ‘contour’ and ‘edit’ your art using software such as adobe illustrator in order to create the right file to laser-cut. Although, alignment is essential, in order for your image to appear the way you desire. Alignment refers to the ‘arrangement’, e.g. in a straight line or in correct relative positions (Murray, 1928). Fig. 2, (below), is a great example of another multi-layered template because it shows each individual laser-cut file and the end result of the multiple layers stacked onto one another.
                                         
                            Fig.2, Elephant SVG laser-cut multi-layered template by Daniela, 2022.
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This practical exploration has provided me with the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding about the layering process. This technique is intriguing due to both the use of layers and repetition within it. Repetition is helpful in the creative process, as it allows work to be duplicated or mass-produced. This multi-layering technique by Schama allows a significant room for artistic and creative input through intricate layers of pattern. I have created my own piece using this technique shown in Fig 3 (below).

                                    Fig. 3, multi-layered butterfly by Kennedy, 2022.












Since I started, Surface Pattern and Textiles I have been drawn to the laser-cutter. I find the machinery interesting, exciting and fascinating. Thus, I have taken this task to improve my knowledge on this machine and develop new skills within this area. Through research, I have had the opportunity to develop my multi-layered laser cutting skills, as you can see in Fig 3 (above). This research task has further provided me with the knowledge and confidence to create more detailed and intricate patterns, which can be repeated through plywood.

Therefore, pattern can be repeated through plywood quite easily. This is by creating a digital drawing or image.  Drawing into it through ‘contouring’ and ‘editing’. Then, ensuring all the layers are separated and sent through the laser-cutter. Finally, aligned perfectly. This results in a beautiful, multi-layered piece of art.
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