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Introduction
The importance of safeguarding policies and procedures in the UK which are crucial in the health and social care sector. They are approaches for promoting safeguarding and protection for children, young people and families. Multi agencies and partnership working are all in conjunction with social services and other organisations such as the NSPCC, using safeguarding policies and procedures which supports the protection against harm, abuse or neglect (Dunne & Finalay, 2016).  
This essay will also discuss the national society for the prevention of cruelty to children alongside legal legislation and polices to help provide the safeguarding of vulnerable children who are in situations where their needs and development of a child, is interrupted and where families are struggling with aspects of their life, and in most cases affecting a child’s health and wellbeing. Social workers will follow policies and procedures to ensure child protection concerns and allegations, are responded too with immediate affective  maintaining the wellbeing of the child or family (Gov UK, 2022). 
Below are five important legal legislations and polices which reflect the importance of safeguarding to children in the UK.
Safeguarding children defined
Safeguarding is the process of providing protection to a child who at risk of child of abuse and neglect. Officials will intervene when necessary to protect a child and prevent any risks and this process using legislation and policies, helps those children or young people in families who are vulnerable to: abuse and neglect or significant harm, sexual abuse or inflicted pain, to remain safe and free from harm (Wilson 2008).
The first children’s commissioner was in 2001 which was introduced by the children’s commissioner of Wales, and this introduced an advocate (Dame Rachel de Souza, now children’s commissioner of in the UK) for children in England, being at the centre of the government and working directly with schools having a passion for children who suffer abuse or neglect (The Children’s Commissioner’s Office 2022).
As well as the protection from injury and neglect which can be chronic, it also protects a child from discrimination and ill health and impairment and there is no significant age or gender for a child who is at risk of harm or abuse ( Ungar 2009). Below are some examples of forms of abuse:
· Emotional 
· Psychical 
· Sexual 
· Neglect 

These are four out of many forms of abuse which children can be vulnerable to and below are some simple signs to look for: 

· Bed wetting 
· Feeling anxious or fear
· Becoming socially withdrawn 
· Lacking social skills
· Poor bond with the parent (NSPCC 2022).
The Children’s Act 1989 - 2004
The children’s act 1989, since has been reformed known as the Children’s Act 2004, is the most important legislation that social workers will use to focus on a child’s welfare, protection and wellbeing and the main aspect that social workers and other professionals will use to guide them in problem solving and decision making. This covers legal proceedings within the local authority and it came into force in 1989 but in 2004 a number of changes were made due to the Children and Social Work act 2017, which enabled the 2004 act to be amended in some areas such as, promoting partnership working to improve wellbeing of a child, involving authorities such as the police to work together alongside health services to consider safeguarding (mulit agency work). The statutory guidance is to promote; working together to safeguard children and having the child’s best interests during court proceedings (UK Parliament 2020).
The main key elements are: 
· Parental rights
· The focus of the child’s welfare when using this act before a judge
· Keeping children together with their families unless intervention is needed to reduce risk of harm.
These are just three of the main points to the act which justifies the rights of children, parents and families. The main focus and importance of this policy is to ensure the child or children’s rights are protected and in some cases, this can be a decision to be made in court where a judge can be given the opportunity to decide on the child’s welfare to promote safeguarding depending on how serious the risks of harm or abuse is thanks to this safe guarding policy (Legislation. Gov. UK 2022).
Family and Children’s Act 2014
This act covers all aspects of children and their families. The aim of this legislation is to solve problems with troubled families in the UK and keep them together remaining under one household. Adults with looked after children in their care: The rights of Children who are adopted or looked after are protected by this law also according to part 1 of the act, which explains how children who interact with the state have their rights protected the same as child who is not in the care of the state.
Government intervention is necessary when enabling children who fall victim to divorced or separating parents, to remain stable and happy in a home which they consider healthy (Legislation.Gov.UK 2022).
Children and Social Work Act 2017
There have been major changes in child protection polices in the UK (Victoria Climbie 2003). Important Polices are not just for children or families who become vulnerable. Looked after children in care also need to be safeguarded (Children and social Work Act 2017) and the key element for this is to focus on the child who is being looked after in the care of the care workers and social workers, who work with the children. Social workers will work together in conjunction with other organisations to maintain safeguarding of the child whilst looked after by the state (Dennis O’Neil 1945).
This particular act promotes the idea that children who looked after by the state, have the upbringing of that of a child who would by a family (Williams 2008).
The Education Act 2002
The education act was introduced by Tony Blair in 2001 which Was set out to propose to increase pupil focus, promoting better, higher Ofsted reports achieving; good quality teaching, leadership, and management for better behaviour of children increasing safety (Gov.UK).
Keeping children in education safe; Section 175 of the education act states that local authorities a governed bodies are to ensure schools follow protocol to enable the process of functions are carried out with safeguarding and wellbeing of a child or young person, being top priority (Department for Education 2021).
The Equality Act 2010
Quite often children can fall victim to discrimination whether it I due to a disability, race, gender or age. The Equality act 2010 was introduced for the protection against the discrimination of a person or child’s, characteristics. 
Quite often discrimination is often found in schools; especially those with learning difficulties or behaviour problems which in some cases can be found to a disability. IN one particular case said child known as ‘Booby’ had difficulties living with ADHD which causes sensory problems as we know. Booby was discriminated against for his illness by his own school which he attended. His parents took started legal proceedings in a tribunal court to which they had won against the schools defending case against the child, And thanks to this act promoting equality; Bobbies case indicated very clear points that all school’ and even collages, must support and comply with by law. 
Discrimination is not tolerated and no child suffering an illness or disability should made to feel inadequate and instead given the support that child requires promoting the protection and safeguarding in schools and public areas (Equality and Human Rights Commission 2019).
The United Nations convention on the Rights of the Child 1992
Social workers use policy and procedures as an important aspect of social working because they are working with some the most vulnerable people in the UK. The UNCRC is a legally binding and it is an agreement with fifty-four articles set out to provide justice for children who are subjected to having their rights being taken away regardless of who they are. Thirteen of these articles cover all aspects of adults working together to ensure that children know their rights and can up-hold these rights knowing they are protected by them (see appendix 1.).
There are six main qualities that are important to safeguarding children and they are:
· To empower 
· To provide protection
· To prevent; further occurring risk or harm 
· Partnership working 
· Accountability 
· Proportionality. 
UNCRC is a very important document of children’s rights; the most important article of the convention is article three; What adults must do best and right by a child and those adults particularly in power: government and other officials to respect these rights and interest of children of young people (Children and young people’s Commissioner Scotland 2006-2022).
Disclosure 
Disclosure is very important in safeguarding children. A child can disclose very important information to a person that is affecting them in a harmful way. The adult with his information must follow protocol to ensure the safety of the child is number one.
The NSPCC is a service which offers a safe place for reports on abuse and neglect. This service offer’s support and direction for the appropriate plan of action of the child in need. Since 2018 there has a been a rise in reports of neglect and child abuse this is because of services such as the NSPCC is doing everything they can to promote the protection of young people and children (Josh MacAlister). In particular grooming cases are on the rise. During the pandemic 2019, a rise in child abuse cases were reported. A lot of child protection charities have found that 26,307 reports were recorded, and during the pandemic parents had fallen under immense pressure putting children at a higher risk of vulnerability (NSPCC 2022).
Changing the law
In August 2007 a three-month-old named Peter Connelly known as baby p, was found dead in his home at the hands of his mother and her boyfriend. In 2006 the mother moved her boyfriend in and shortly after the child was admitted to hospital with significant bruising on the side of his head, and this is where it all began. His mother said he fell and he was released and sent home with adults who were meant to protect and love him the most. He suffered major cruelty by both of them. Baby p was admitted again to hospital a second time with more injuries - his mother said he fell; it was not till his second admission to hospital, was the case referred to social services.
The child is released to a friend whilst the mother is arrested for abuse and neglect. During her bail time baby p was released back into her care whilst again, she is on bail for assaulting her child causing substantial harm. Social workers made over 50 visits to the home where the child lived noting clear bruising on baby p and they also said they noticed the child hitting his head on a chair. 
Social services failed to notice to the agony and torture this child was suffering and whilst all along, his mother trying to cover up the injuries and unfortunate baby p died with more pain inflicted on him. 
Since this case it has to remain important that responsibility in child protection is taken serious enough by adults and social workers who care. This case had a positive impact on child protection and more referrals have been made by social services, leaving a legacy of a positive impact on child protection  (Family justice council 2004).
Conclusion 
As stated above when introducing this essay, it is important when multi agencies work together so that they can share information accordingly to avoid further risk or harm to a child and that prevention can always prevail (Baby p case). It is important social workers and other health professionals and officials up-held safeguarding protocol and spot the signs of chid abuse. This statement must continue to empower society to recognise and influence rights, and protection for vulnerable children.
References 
Children and young people’s Commissioner Scotland (2006-2022) ‘UNCRC Article 3 Adults must do best for me’. (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: www.cypcs.org.uk. 
Children’s Commissioner’s Office (2022) ‘The Children’s Commissioner for England’’. (Accessed 4th August 2022)
Available at: https://www.childrenscomissioner.gov.uk. 
Department for Education (2021) ‘Keeping children safe in education 2021’. (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk. 
Dunne, J., Finalay, F. (2016) ‘G625 Multi-agency safeguarding hub – a new way of working’, Archives of disease in childhood. London: BMJ Publishing Group LTD, 101(suppl1), p.A369-doi:10.1136/archischild-2016-310863.610.
Equality and Human Rights Commission (2019) ‘School forced to reinstate and apologise for discrimination of disabled pupil’. (Accessed 5th August 2022).
Available at: https://www.equalityhumanrights.com. 
Family Justice council (2004) ‘RE baby p’. (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: www.judiciary.uk. 
Gov.uk (2011) ‘Education Bill Receives Royal Assent’. (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: www.gov.uk. 
Gov.UK (2022) ‘Safeguarding children: detailed information’. (Accessed 1st August 2022)
Available at: Schools, colleges and children's services : Safeguarding children - detailed information - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).
Legislation .gov. UK (2022) ‘Children’s Act 1989’. UK Public General Acts. (Accessed 4th August 2022)
Available at: www.legislation.gov.UK. 
Legislation .gov. UK (2022) ‘Children and Families Act 2014’ Act 1989. UK Public General Acts. (Accessed 4th August 2022)
Available at: www.legislation.gov.UK. 
NSPCC (2022) ‘National society for the prevention to cruelty to children’. (Accessed 1st August 2022) 
Available at: Safeguarding children and child protection | NSPCC Learning.
NSPCC (2022) ‘Child cruelty offences jump by 25% in a single year’. (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: www.nspcc.org.uk. 
Wilson, A. (2008) ‘Innovait: Education and inspiration for general practice. Safeguarding children’. Sage Journals. https://doi.org/10.10393/innovait/inmoo2.
Ungar, M. (2009) ‘Handbook for working with children and youth: Pathways to resilience and across Cultures and contents.’ Sage Publications. 
UNICEF UK (2022) ‘A summary of the united convention on the rights of a child’ (Accessed 5th August 2022)
Available at: www.unicef.org.uk. 
UK Parliament (2020) ‘An overview of child protection legislation in England’. House of Commons Library. (Accessed 4th August 2022)
Available at: https://commonslibrary.parliamnet.uk. 
Williams, J. (2008) ‘Child Law for Social Work’ Sage Publications.
Appendix 
1. 
(UNICEF 2022).

.
.








image2.emf
UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf


UNCRC_summary-1_1.pdf


A summary of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child


article 1 (definition of the child) 
Everyone under the age of 18 has all the 
rights in the Convention.


article 2 (non-discrimination) 
The Convention applies to every child 
without discrimination, whatever their 
ethnicity, sex, religion, language, abilities 
or any other status, whatever they think 
or say, whatever their family background.


article 3 (best interests of the child) 
The best interests of the child must be a top 
priority in all decisions and actions that 
affect children.


article 4 (implementation of  
the Convention) 
Governments must do all they can to make 
sure every child can enjoy their rights by 
creating systems and passing laws that 
promote and protect children’s rights.


article 5 (parental guidance and a 
child’s evolving capacities) 
Governments must respect the rights and 
responsibilities of parents and carers to 
provide guidance and direction to their 
child as they grow up, so that they fully 
enjoy their rights. This must be done in a 
way that recognises the child’s increasing 
capacity to make their own choices.  


article 6 (life, survival and development) 
Every child has the right to life. 
Governments must do all they can to 
ensure that children survive and develop to 
their full potential.


article 7 (birth registration, name, 
nationality, care)
Every child has the right to be registered at 
birth, to have a name and nationality, and, 
as far as possible, to know and be cared for 
by their parents.


article 8 (protection and preservation 
of identity)
Every child has the right to an identity. 
Governments must respect and protect that 
right, and prevent the child’s name, 
nationality or family relationships from 
being changed unlawfully.


article 9 (separation from parents) 
Children must not be separated from their 
parents against their will unless it is in their 
best interests (for example, if a parent is 
hurting or neglecting a child). Children 
whose parents have separated have the 
right to stay in contact with both parents, 
unless this could cause them harm.  


article 10 (family reunification) 
Governments must respond quickly and 
sympathetically if a child or their parents 
apply to live together in the same country. 
If a child’s parents live apart in different 
countries, the child has the right to visit and 
keep in contact with both of them. 


article 11 (abduction and non-return  
of children)  
Governments must do everything they can 
to stop children being taken out of their 
own country illegally by their parents or 
other relatives, or being prevented from 
returning home. 


article 12 (respect for the views  
of the child)
Every child has the right to express their 
views, feelings and wishes in all matters 
affecting them, and to have their views 
considered and taken seriously. This right 
applies at all times, for example during 
immigration proceedings, housing decisions 
or the child’s day-to-day home life. 


Article 13 (freedom of expression)
Every child must be free to express their 
thoughts and opinions and to access all 
kinds of information, as long as it is within 
the law.


Article 14 (freedom of thought,  
belief and religion)
Every child has the right to think and 
believe what they choose and also to 
practise their religion, as long as they are 
not stopping other people from enjoying 
their rights. Governments must respect 
the rights and responsibilities of parents to 
guide their child as they grow up. 


Article 15 (freedom of association)
Every child has the right to meet with 
other children and to join groups and 
organisations, as long as this does not stop 
other people from enjoying their rights.


Article 16 (right to privacy)
Every child has the right to privacy. The law 
should protect the child’s private, family 
and home life, including protecting children  
from unlawful attacks that harm their 
reputation.


Article 17 (access to information  
from the media)
Every child has the right to reliable 
information from a variety of sources, 
and governments should encourage the 
media to provide information that children 
can understand. Governments must help 
protect children from materials that could 
harm them.


Article 18 (parental responsibilities  
and state assistance)
Both parents share responsibility for 
bringing up their child and should always 
consider what is best for the child. 
Governments must support parents by 
creating support services for children and 
giving parents the help they need to raise 
their children. 


Article 19 (protection from violence, 
abuse and neglect) 
Governments must do all they can to 
ensure that children are protected from all 
forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad 
treatment by their parents or anyone else 
who looks after them.


Article 20 (children unable to live  
with their family) 
If a child cannot be looked after by 
their immediate family, the government 
must give them special protection and 
assistance. This includes making sure 
the child is provided with alternative care 
that is continuous and respects the child’s 
culture, language and religion.


Article 21 (adoption)
Governments must oversee the process of 
adoption to make sure it is safe, lawful and 
that it prioritises children’s best interests. 
Children should only be adopted outside of 
their country if they cannot be placed with 
a family in their own country.


Article 22 (refugee children)
If a child is seeking refuge or has refugee 
status, governments must provide them 
with appropriate protection and assistance 
to help them enjoy all the rights in the 
Convention. Governments must help 
refugee children who are separated from 
their parents to be reunited with them. 


Article 23 (children with a disability)
A child with a disability has the right to live 
a full and decent life with dignity and, as far 
as possible, independence and to play an 
active part in the community. Governments 
must do all they can to support disabled 
children and their families. 


Article 24 (health and health services)
Every child has the right to the best 
possible health. Governments must 
provide good quality health care, clean 
water, nutritious food, and a clean 
environment and education on health 
and well-being so that children can stay 
healthy. Richer countries must help poorer 
countries achieve this.


Article 25 (review of treatment in care)
If a child has been placed away from 
home for the purpose of care or 
protection (for example, with a foster 
family or in hospital), they have the right 
to a regular review of their treatment,  
the way they are cared for and their 
wider circumstances. 


Article 26 (social security)
Every child has the right to benefit from 
social security. Governments must 
provide social security, including financial 
support and other benefits, to families in 
need of assistance.


Article 27 (adequate standard of living)
Every child has the right to a standard of 
living that is good enough to meet their 
physical and social needs and support 
their development. Governments must 
help families who cannot afford to 
provide this.


Article 28 (right to education)
Every child has the right to an education. 
Primary education must be free and 
different forms of secondary education 
must be available to every child. Discipline 
in schools must respect children’s dignity 
and their rights. Richer countries must help 
poorer countries achieve this.


Article 29 (goals of education)
Education must develop every child’s 
personality, talents and abilities to the 
full. It must encourage the child’s respect 
for human rights, as well as respect 
for their parents, their own and other 
cultures, and the environment.


Article 30 (children from minority  
or indigenous groups)
Every child has the right to learn and 
use the language, customs and religion 
of their family, whether or not these are 
shared by the majority of the people in 
the country where they live.


Article 31 (leisure, play and culture)
Every child has the right to relax, play and 
take part in a wide range of cultural and 
artistic activities.


Article 32 (child labour)
Governments must protect children from 
economic exploitation and work that is 
dangerous or might harm their health, 
development or education. Governments 
must set a minimum age for children to 
work and ensure that work conditions 
are safe and appropriate.


Article 33 (drug abuse)
Governments must protect children from 
the illegal use of drugs and from being 
involved in the production or distribution 
of drugs. 


Article 34 (sexual exploitation)
Governments must protect children from 
all forms of sexual abuse and exploitation.


Article 35 (abduction, sale  
and trafficking) 
Governments must protect children from 
being abducted, sold or moved illegally 
to a different place in or outside their 
country for the purpose of exploitation.


Article 36 (other forms of exploitation)
Governments must protect children 
from all other forms of exploitation, for 
example the exploitation of children for 
political activities, by the media or for 
medical research.


Article 37 (inhumane treatment  
and detention)
Children must not be tortured, 
sentenced to the death penalty or suffer 
other cruel or degrading treatment 
or punishment. Children should be 
arrested, detained or imprisoned only 
as a last resort and for the shortest time 
possible. They must be treated with 
respect and care, and be able to keep in 
contact with their family. Children must 
not be put in prison with adults. 


Article 38 (war and armed conflicts) 
Governments must not allow children 
under the age of 15 to take part in war 
or join the armed forces. Governments 
must do everything they can to protect 
and care for children affected by war and 
armed conflicts. 


Article 39 (recovery from trauma  
and reintegration)
Children who have experienced neglect, 
abuse, exploitation, torture or who are 
victims of war must receive special 
support to help them recover their health, 
dignity, self-respect and social life.


Article 40 (juvenile justice)
A child accused or guilty of breaking 
the law must be treated with dignity 
and respect. They have the right to legal 
assistance and a fair trial that takes 
account of their age. Governments must 
set a minimum age for children to be 
tried in a criminal court and manage a 
justice system that enables children who 
have been in conflict with the law to 
reintegrate into society.  


Article 41 (respect for higher  
national standards)
If a country has laws and standards that 
go further than the present Convention, 
then the country must keep these laws. 


Article 42 (knowledge of rights)
Governments must actively work to 
make sure children and adults know 
about the Convention.


The Convention has 54 articles in total. 
Articles 43–54 are about how adults 
and governments must work together to 
make sure all children can enjoy all their 
rights, including:


Article 45
Unicef can provide expert advice and 
assistance on children’s rights.


Optional Protocols
There are three agreements, called 
Optional Protocols, that strengthen the 
Convention and add further unique 
rights for children. They are optional 
because governments that ratify the 
Convention can decide whether or not 
to sign up to these Optional Protocols. 
They are: the Optional Protocol on the 
sale of children, child prostitution and 
child pornography, the Optional Protocol 
on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict and the Optional Protocol on 
a complaints mechanism for children 
(called Communications Procedure). 


For more information go to 
unicef.org.uk/crc/op



http://www.unicef.org.uk

http://www.unicef.org.uk/crc/op
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