Dating Assessment 3 ID 2110921 Christine Shields HPHI7016
(Medieval)

Methodology: I consulted the following for all the questions:
Royal Historical Society, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, Cambridge University Press 1995
Sir F. Maurice Powicke and E.B. Fryde, Offices of the Royal Historical Society, Handbook of British Chronology, Butler and Tanner 1961
Domesday Book
David Richard Thomas A history of the diocese of St. Asaph, General, Cathedral, and Parochial, James Parker 1874 
(‘Flintshire Historical Society Publications | Vol. 5 | 1915 | Welsh Journals - The National Library of Wales’ [n.d.])
In addition, for (d) I consulted:
Judith A. Green, Henry I, King of England and Duke of Normandy, Cambridge University Press 2009.
Frank Barlow, William Rufus, University of California Press 1983
The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Everyman Press, Translation by Rev. James Ingram (London 1847)
The Basset Charters no. 47 1120-1250: The publications of the Pipe Roll Society; v. 88. New series; v. 50. This is a case of finding where it is but not being able to read it.  Access would take longer to obtain than the parameters of this assignment.  It has been transcribed by an academic project online at https://fmg.ac/Projects/MedLands/ENGLISHNOBILITYMEDIEVAL3.htm#_ftn199 wherein under the heading for Richard Basset is found a fragment of the charter see MEDIEVAL LANDS A prosopography of medieval European noble and royal families by Charles Cawley I have included this is in the answer below.

(a) 18 August 1384
[bookmark: _Hlk86828536][bookmark: _Hlk87081497]Richard II reigned from 26 June 1377 to the 29 September 1399 with the 8th year of his reign being from 22 June 1384 to the 21 June 1385. The Feast of the Assumption was (is) the 15th of August.  The Feast of the Assumption in the 8th year of his reign is therefore 15 August 1384.  In 1384 15 August fell on a Monday (Easter was on 10 April 1384) making the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 18 August 1384.  

 



(b) 23 July 1250

There were two Bishops of St. Asaph who could call Bishops Reiner, Abraham and Hugh        their predecessors.  Anian I was consecrated November 1249 and died on 29 September 1266.  Anian II was consecrated 21 October 1268 and died 5 February 1293. The feast of Mary Magdalene is 22 July.  So, if it is the first it is 23 July 1250 and if it is the second it is 23 July 1269.
The First Anian is placed in Shrewsbury in the year 1250 as he confirms a charter to    Haughmond Abbey.  It is approximately 145 km between St. Asaph’s and Shrewsbury, and it is quite plausible that he went to Shrewsbury as well as it is only 6.4 km from Haughmond Abbey.  There is no mention of Anian II in Shrewsbury and he was quite busy in 1269 at Mold and at Berriw in political matters with Llywelyn Ap Gruffydd.  I had no possible access to the Cartularies of Shrewsbury Abbey.
       




(c) 25 February 1311.  John Ketton was consecrated as Bishop of Ely on 6 September 1310 and dies 14 May 1316.  King Edward II reigned from 8 July 1307 to his deposition 20 January 1327 so the “King Edward” would have been Edward II.  The fourth year of his reign was 8 July 1310 to 7 July 1311.  So, the day after Ash Wednesday in 1311 is the relevant date. The Thursday after Ash Wednesday would be Shrove Thursday.  In 1311 Easter fell on 11 April making Ash Wednesday 24 February 1311 and the following day, Shrove Thursday then being 25 February 1311.

(d)  Between Christmastide (beginning 13 December 1122) and 9 January 1123 most likely between 25 December 1122 and 9 January 1123.

In this case we have two events and four “sets” of people and the situ of the event. The first event is the precipitating event in the death of Geoffrey Ridel, a landowner and a Justice who died in the wreck of the White Ship 25 November 1120.  Without this death none of this would have happened.  The date of 25 November 1120 is certainly not the beginning date to look for this event in that the King did not himself land in England until 26 November 1120 and was not apprised of the sinking of the White Ship until after that date and there was a mourning period.

The second event is when the gift is given to Richard Basset “in custody” by Henry King of the English at the place of the event which is Woodstock.

 Four types of people:

One: There is, in this case one actor or the one who is giving the gift. We are told it is Henry King of the English.  In 1120 Henry I was the “King of the English”.  Henry I reigned from 5 August 1100 until 1 December 1135.  So, the Henry in question is Henry I.

Two: the recipients of the gift of the King lands were given in custody to Richard Basset until Robert Ridel “can be made a knight”. Robert Ridel was born in 1107 and he would have been only 16 in 1123.  Richard Basset is alive at the time of this event and does not die until 1142.

Three: There is a group of people mentioned who either requested this gift or advised the King about it.  As they may or may not have been alive at the time of the gift itself they are irrelevant.

Four: There is the group of people who are present at the event and the most important one is the Bishop of Lincoln.

The Bishop of Lincoln was Robert Bloet who was Bishop from 12 February 1094 to 9 January 1123 when he died practically in the King’s arms on the trip to Woodstock.  The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle tells us:

In this year was the King Henry, at Christmastide at Dunstable, and there came to him the ambassadors of the Earl of Anjou. And thence he went to Woodstock; and his bishops and his whole court with him. Then did it betide on a Wednesday, which was on the fourth day before the ides of January, that the king rode in his deer-fold; the Bishop Roger of Salisbury on one side of him, and the Bishop Robert Bloet of Lincoln on the other side of him. And they rode there talking together. Then sank down the Bishop of Lincoln, and said to the king, "Lord king, I die." And the king alighted down from his horse, and lifted him betwixt his arms, and let men bear him home to his inn. There he was soon dead; and they carried him to Lincoln with great worship, and buried him before the altar of St. Mary. 

ASC 1123

[bookmark: _Hlk87171433]The place is Woodstock. So here we have Henry I at Woodstock with a witness to the event.  That witness dies giving us a firm end date.  The place is Woodstock.  Sometime between Christmastide at Dunstable and 9 January 1123 is most likely the date.  The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle does not mention him being at Woodstock at any other time in those years.


Note: Nigel d’Aubigny who gave advice on this gift and compact died 21 November 1129. Thurston Basset dies 1128. Ranulf Earl of Chester was Earl from 25 November (his predecessor drowned on the White Ship as well) 1120 to January 1129.

Everyone else died after Henry 1st.

Further confirmation that this gift fell between 1120 and 1123 is the following:

Henry I King of England confirmed that he had granted "filiam Galfridi Ridel in uxorem" to "Ricardo Basset", together with the wardship of "terre predicti G. Ridel" until "Robertus Ridel" became a knight and married "neptem Radulfi Basset, scilicet filiam cuiusdam filie sue de muliere", by charter dated to [1120/23].  

This is from the English Nobility project cited above.

