International Study Tour Istanbul

Journal Study Guide
1. Begin your research before departure;

2. Chose the sites before going to Istanbul;

3. Work on your journal while you are on the study tour;
4. Complete the work when you return.

Level 5

Study Trip Academic Journal (2500 word) A journal in which the student gives a detailed account of visits to two sites.  This is to be completed after the trip.

Quality Level 5 work is characterised by accuracy, attention to detail, and analytical evaluation. You need to show evidence of some background reading and offer a reflective argument in your work. The following qualities should be apparent:

· evaluating a wide range of information

· generating ideas through analysis

Level 6

You are required to produce two pieces of work.

Study Trip Academic Journal (3000 words) A journal in which the student gives a detailed account of visits to three sites.  This is to be completed after the trip.

Quality Level 6 work is characterised by accuracy, attention to detail, and critical evaluation. You need to show evidence of some background reading and offer a critically reflective argument in your work. The following qualities should be apparent:

· critically evaluating a wide range of information

· generating ideas through analysis and criticism

The Journal:

The Journal will begin to be composed whilst on the study tour, demonstrating a detailed knowledge of two of the sites visited and information and theories gleaned at those sites (guide, guidebooks and so forth).  After returning from the trip the student will complement their journal writing with further writing about these sites from academic sources such as books, articles and the internet.  The journal will be presented as an academic piece of work which will be typed up and presented adopting an academic approach with academic references.  It will be a record of what has been seen, experienced and an examination of issues scholars are investigating/debating relating to the sites.  

The Journal is not merely a diary of events or a description of what you have recorded of your reactions and responses. Instead, it must reflect the knowledge that you have gained from your visit and offer an account of how that knowledge affects your understanding of religion.

Your Journal should:
· Be well organised with an introduction, body and conclusion;
· Demonstrate engagement with academic work;
· Present evidence of observation and argument;
· Conform to the usual academic conventions.
Your Journal entries should

1. Give due space to the historical significance of the places visited;

2. Offer an analysis of those places as they are experienced today, noting how their significance might or might not have changed over time;

3. Evaluate the significance of the places visited for an understanding of religion.

You should spend some time in researching the historical and religious significance of these sites in the library and/or on the internet as well as recording your visit. All information should be properly referenced.
Your review and analysis of the sites should

1. Offer some critical observations about the sites itself;

2. Show that you understand its history, and something about the artist who produced it;

3. Evaluate the work of art in light of your religious and theological studies.

You will need to spend some time in researching the historical and religious significance of these sites in the library and on the internet. All information should be fully referenced according to School Policy.

REMEMBER that we are most interested in critical/analytical evaluation. This, rather than mere description, is what will score high marks. 
