Gobbet;
Caesar, de bello Gallico.

[bookmark: _GoBack]This gobbet will be analysing the text de bello Gallico, passage 6.16 (Caes. BG 6.16) by Julius Caesar, in perceived collaboration with Aulus Hirtius, between 58 – 50-49 BCE. Caesar was a military general and a politician in 60 BCE, along with Crassus and Pompey, and Aulus Hirtius was a Roman consul during the time of the Roman Republic, and a military writer. In general the passage related to the Gallic Wars, but specific focus will be given to the use of human sacrifice as a superstitious rite, bas]ed on “unless the life of a man be offered for the life of a man, the mind of the immortal gods can not be rendered propitious”.[footnoteRef:1] However there is a problem with the reliability of the passage, as it was written from Caesars’ perspective, and we can therefore argue that it could have been used as political means to justify starting the Gallic wars. [1:  Caes. BG 6.16.] 

Caesar, Crassus and Pompey were military generals and a politicians in 60 BCE; Caesar was also known as one of the authors of the Latin prose, and a known Roman Dictator. Another author is Aulus Hirtius, a Roman consul during the time of the Roman Republic, and a military writer; this means that as an author he would know what to say to influence people as to the reason behind the Gallic war. Caesar also held the role of Pontifex Maximus, meaning he was the high priest of the Roman religion, therefore would have had an influence on the political system in Rome. Evidence suggests that Caesar travelled to Gaul, the first time being in 58 BCE[footnoteRef:2], suggesting that he should have had experience of the Gauls. However, Nash suggest he may have been influenced by the Greek Philosopher Poseidonios, “It is time that Caesar was regarded as a primary author on the Celts, and not regarded as a plagiarist of Poseidonios,”[footnoteRef:3] suggesting that Caesar did plagiarise from him. One thing to consider is that they both wrote about the Celts during different periods, Caesar being in 50 BCE, and Poseidonios in 100 BCE. Therefore if what the article suggests it accurate, then we cannot take all of Caesar’s accounts of the Gallic war as the presiding truth. [2:  Mark Joshua J. 20/04/2011, Julius Caesar ]  [3:  Nash Daphne, Reconstructing Poseidonios’ Celtic Ethnography: Some Considerations, 1976, p.126] 

One final thing that we need to consider is that even though Caesars accounts may not be fully accurate, it is suggested that other authors did pull from these texts, as Caesar did to Posidonius, meaning that the accuracy of any of these works must be questioned before using them.
One thing to consider when we look as Caesars account of the Gallic wars is if there is any archaeological evidence to prove that the Celts did perform human sacrifices. In one account, Miranda Green mentions ditches being discovered and says “Ditches serving as repositories for weapons, tools, and animal and human bones, associated with a central arrangement of pits”[footnoteRef:4]. This sentence does suggest that this could have been a human and animal sacrifice due to the discovery of weapons and tools, but it could also just be a grave that was used for the deceased and of fallen soldiers. This could explain the reasons behind the tools and weapons, and the animal bones could have been disposed there after a feast due to certain victory. [4:  Green Miranda, The Celtic World, 1995 p.456] 

Moreover, Caesar notes in his accounts of the Gallic Wars that they would “employ the Druids as the performers of those sacrifices.”[footnoteRef:5] Unfortunately by now there is insufficient evidence to prove this. The only existing sources are those written during the time of Rome, because of this, some form of caution and question of the accuracy is needed.  [5:  Caes. BG 6.16] 

Considering the possibility of the Celts performing human sacrifices, archaeological evidence from Acy-Romance, in the north east of France needs to be critically evaluated. Milisauska says “In the northern part of the enclosure, burials of 19 young men were found all in a flexed position”.[footnoteRef:6] The implication of this supports human sacrifice as they are one of the few burials found where the bodies were not cremated. Furthermore “a skeleton of another young man whose right temple showed that he had been killed by a blow from an axe […].”[footnoteRef:7] Due to there being two separate burials it could suggest that it was the individual who was impaled was sacrificed for one reason or another, or it could be that this individual was a soldier who died in battle and this could explain the injuries. The other side is that the 19 young men could have been sacrificed, explaining why they are in a specific position; Consequently supporting Caesar’s writings of the Gallic Wars. [6:  Milisauska Sarunas, European Prehistory: A Survey, 1978 p.379]  [7:  Milisauska Sarunas, European Prehistory: A Survey, 1978 p.379] 

The final thing to consider is that some human remains discovered were cremated, unfortunately this does not allow us to see how the individuals died. It could mean that these people were burned alive backing Caesar’s account “the men perish enveloped by flames”.[footnoteRef:8] Another reason that the remains could have been cremated is to hide what was done to the individuals before death, for example being killed in such a way that would have a negative effect on the community and society at the time. [8:  Caes. BG 16.6] 

One final thing that we need to look at with Caesar’s Gallic Wars is the language that he used. Besides this one problem that comes across when looking at the text is that it has been translated from Latin, one problem to note from this is that there could be a translation error, meaning that Caesar could have been attempting to say something that was miss translated and as a result of this the original meaning could have been lost during translation. 
Additionally, the language that Caesar uses when looking at the English translation is fairly simple and because of this anyone could understand what Caesar is attempting to put across. 
As discussed above, there is not enough conclusive evidence to fully prove Caesars accounts of human sacrifice in the Gallic Wars, yet there is subsequent evidence to show that human sacrifice was a possibility within the society. Unfortunately due to the only accounts being that from an outsiders perspective, we can not fully say that this is true, and regrettably anything that the Celts may have written down has either been destroyed or not been found. 
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