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ECPS6001: Psychology Empirical Project
Research Proposal

Assessment Component 1: Research proposal (1,000 words) worth 10% of the overall module mark for the Psychology Empirical Project. The proposal form will be marked in line with the Level Six Grading Rubric. The boxes below will expand as you type.  
	Student Name and University ID number:
	Corinna Afra 2007905

	Proposed Supervisor’s name:
	Paul Hutchings 




Psychology Research Area (tick all that apply) 


	Social Psychology X

	Developmental Psychology  

	Biological Psychology 
	Forensic Psychology 

	Health Psychology 

	Individual Differences 

	Educational Psychology 
	Political Psychology 

	Cognitive Psychology X

	Clinical Psychology 
	Counselling Psychology 
	Occupational Psychology 

	Other:  indicate briefly (not included in word count)




Proposed Study Design (tick all that apply) 


	Quantitative X
	Experimental X
	Applied (with UWTSD students 

	Online Questionnaire Survey 

	Qualitative 

	Quasi Experimental 


	Focus Groups
	Online  


	Mixed Methods 

	Applied (with external organisation) 
	Interviews 



	Lab-based study X

	If Applied, and involving an external organisation, please indicate your plans for gaining appropriate approvals from the organisation: (not included in the word count)






	Other study design: indicate briefly (not included in word count)




	Suggested Research Title/Area: (between 10-15 words and must reflect the essence of your proposed research question, study design and study population and should be more specific than a broad topic area).

The impact of the sexual attractiveness of girls on psychological mechanisms using implicit priming technique





	Background: 250 words 
Why is your study important? What theory and empirical research evidence supports your research question? (Please provide a rationale for your study including a brief review of relevant psychological literature and theory and a minimum of five references). 

The age of sexual consent is regulated by societal factors and has fluctuated through wide geographical areas. Hirschfeld (1914/2000) discovered that the age of consent was 12 years in 15 nations (13 in 7, 14 in 5, 15 in 4, and 16 in 5) at the turn of the twentieth century. In the United States, the age of permission presently differs between 16 and 18 years depending on the state (Posner & Silbaugh, 1996), whereas in the United Kingdom, the age of consent is 16 years (Posner & Silbaugh, 1996). Men feel attracted to young, sexually maturing adolescent girls and may react to them as a gestalt"female" rather than as two independent stimulus components combining demographic factors (Blanchard et al., 2012). For instance, plethysmographic assessments of excitation revealed that men who stated being aroused to adult women experienced some erotic excitement while viewing photographs of adolescent females they were informed were aged between 11 and 13 years, according to Lykins et al. (2010). Men might not even participate in sexual relationships with girls because they are responding to strong internalised social and legal standards, not because they do not find them attractive. There are two well-known aspects of male alloerotic behaviours. One is that the vast majority of males are most receptive to people their own age (or age range) and gender. The second is that males react sexually to people who are not in their favourite category in a percentage that is based on how much they resemble people in the desired group (Blanchard R, 2010b). The study is going to be based on the experience that Odonell et al (2014) did where they used explicit and implicit measures to see if their hypothesis was wrong or right. Their hypothesis was that there would be some tension between judging an "underage" female to be sexually appealing and normative factors (internal and external) that contradict the legitimacy of doing so. They judged the attractiveness of images of females who were either underage (14-15 years) or of legal age (16-17) when they were displayed on a computer. They attached subliminally priming words to the pictures to control the results and to get the results they needed.
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	Please state the main research question(s) or hypotheses(s): (100 words max)

 
Do the psychological mechanisms change after rating a girl's sexual attractiveness?

Can the age of sexual consent (under age or over age) be bypassed using the implicit priming technique?

It is hypothesised that rating the sexual attractiveness of girls is going to affect some parts of the psychological mechanisms. There is an assumption that there would be some contradiction between finding a young girl sexually arousing and the ethical forces (internal and external) that challenge the legality of forming such conclusions





Methodological Details (500 words) 

	Please summarise the key methodological approach: (you can include copies of proposed study materials as appendices if you wish). You must include details of the following:
· Participants: Who will your participants be, how will you access and recruit them, and how many are needed? 
· Design: Using appropriate terminology clearly define key elements of your design (IVs, DVs, Qual approach, expt. manipulations etc).  How do you plan to analyse your main data? 
· Materials: What are the main measures, scales, experimental tools or other materials required for your study? 
· Procedure: How will you carry out the study – define briefly what will happen to a participant in your study from the point of consent to the study debrief.






Participants

Fifty undergraduate University students over the age of eighteen are needed for the study and they will be recruited through the Experiment Management System (EMS) in return for a course credit. The study will require two participant groups one with the subliminal priming words with twenty-five participants and one who will see the priming words consciously with also twenty-five participants. The study is similar to ODonell et al (2014). 


Design

The independent variable will be the subliminal words with two levels legal age and illegal age (Within-subjects) The second independent variable will be participant groups with two levels implicit and explicit groups (between-subjects) and the dependent variable will be the response time (in milliseconds). ANCOVA as a general linear model will be used for the study. At the end the mean scores will be compared.


Materials

Sixty picture of woman will be used for the study (thirty labeled as underaged and thirty labeled of overaged). Following the masked word of the illegal and legal ages as a subliminal priming words. The rating of the sexual attractiveness is going to be with a 7 pont scale (from extremely sexually unattractive to extremely sexually attractive). To measure the heterosexuality  of the participants they will complete a sexual orientation questionnaire (NHIS, 2013).





Procedure

Upon entering the laboratory, every participant going to be welcomed by the researcher and position in an individual laboratory room, where they conduct all sections of the trial in private. Prior to the beginning of the experiment, every participant receive a consent form explaining the study criteria and going to be informed that all recorded data would be anonymized. Participants will be placed into two groups. In one group they will get the age info presented explicitly and the other group will get it implicitly. After that they will be requested to answer a biographical questionnaire.Throughout the research, participants get a unique identification code from the School of Psychology Experiment Management System (EMS). To validate their heterosexual orientation, every participant will fill out a sexual orientation questionnaire on the computer. After that they will complete the task asking to rate the sexual attractiveness of the girls in every picture as fast as they can presenting for 5s. Sixty trials are going to be following with the pictures they are going to see ont he schreen and they need to choose from 1 to 7 on the keyboard (from extremely sexually unattractive to extremely sexually attractive). Before every picture the subliminal priming words with the legal and illegal age will apear for 25ms. After completing all the tasks participants will be debriefed. 

























Key Ethical considerations (150 words)

	In this section, you are required to briefly outline any specific ethical considerations for your project.  All projects will be expected to adhere to the BPS code of human research ethics, and you will need to submit a full ethics form which will document your specific processes for informed consent, debriefing, and data protection.  Here you need to briefly note additional or specific key ethical considerations for your particular project e.g. potential for distress or discomfort, any deception, research with vulnerable populations or sensitive topic areas, and briefly outline how you expect to manage these risks within your project. 


Participants will be deceived to some level since they will be unaware that they are being divided into various groups. This will be presented in detail during debriefing, including information about the study's premise and the right to ask any questions. Participants need to indicate their sexual orientation on the questionnaire, which may be personal and distressing. Participants will be notified of this prior to giving their agreement, and their information will be kept completely confidential and anonymous. Participants will be informed that if they get uncomfortable, they can leave at any time without consequence. They will be fully debriefed after the study explaining the priming technique and allowing them to withdraw their data
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