Is it or is not a crisis in the Criminal Justice System from United Kingdom?
        The purpose of the Criminal Justice System(CJS) is to deliver justice for everyone by convicting and punishing the guilty, aiding in their rehabilitation to prevent reoffending, and protecting the innocent. (www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). Criminal Justice System is responsable with detecting crime, bringing criminals to justice and executing court orders, such as collecting fines and overseeing community and custodial sentences. The main goals for the Criminal Justice System (CJS) are to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the CJS in prosecuting crimes, to enhance public trust in the fairness and effectiveness of the CJS, to boost victim satisfaction with the police, and both victim and witness satisfaction with the CJS, To consistently gather, analyze, and use high-quality ethnicity data to identify and address racial disparities in the CJS and to increase the recovery of criminal assets by reclaiming £250 million in assets obtained through crime by 2009-1(www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024).
       The Criminal Justice System (CJS) is a key public service in the country, employing over 400,000 staff across six agencies that collaborate to deliver criminal justice. The main agencies from the CJS are police, the Crown Prosecution Service, the courts, the National Offender Management Service (which covers prisons and probation) and the Youth Justice Board (which oversees Youth Offending Teams)(www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). The operations of these agencies are supervised by three government departments: the Ministry of Justice, the Home Office and the Attorney General's Office(www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). 
        The main courts that operates in the Criminal Justice System are Magistrates Court, Youth Court  and Crown Court((www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). Different types of cases are handled in specific courts, each with distinct pathways to the Court of Appeal: all criminal cases begin in the Magistrates’ Court, but more serious criminal matters are referred to the Crown Court. Appeals from the Crown Court proceed to the Court of Appeal Criminal Division, and potentially to the UK Supreme Court; Civil cases typically commence in the County Court. Appeals from these cases go to the High Court and then to the Court of Appeal, though different divisions handle these appeals; the tribunals system has its own framework for handling cases and appeals, but decisions from various chambers of the Upper Tribunal and the Employment Appeals Tribunal may also be appealed to the Court of Appeal. The court structure applies to England and Wales, while the tribunals system covers England, Wales, and, in some instances, Northern Ireland and Scotland(https://www.judiciary.uk, 23.07.2024). 
        Magistrates handle three types of cases: summary offences: these are less serious cases, such as motoring offences and minor assaults, where the defendant does not have the right to a trial by jury; either-way offences: these can be handled either by magistrates or by a judge and jury at the Crown Court. Examples include theft and handling stolen goods. A suspect can choose to have their trial in the Crown Court, and magistrates can also decide that a case is serious enough to be transferred to the Crown Court, which can impose harsher penalties; indictable-only offences: these are serious crimes, such as murder, manslaughter, rape, and robbery, which must be heard at a Crown Court. If the case involves an indictable-only offence, the Magistrates' Court's involvement is brief. The court will decide on bail and address other legal matters, such as reporting restrictions, before transferring the case to the Crown Court. If the case is handled in the Magistrates' Court, the defendant must enter a plea. If the defendant pleads guilty or is found guilty, the magistrates can impose a sentence of up to six months in prison or a fine of up to £5,000. If the defendant is found not guilty (acquitted), they are considered innocent and should be released, provided there are no other pending cases against them. Cases are heard either by three lay magistrates or one District Judge. Lay magistrates, also known as Justices of the Peace, are local volunteers without formal legal qualifications, who receive legal and procedural advice from qualified clerks. District Judges are legally qualified, full-time professionals who typically serve in larger cities(http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). 
        The Crown Court handles indictable-only offences, such as murder, manslaughter, rape, and robbery; either-way offences referred from the Magistrates' Court; appeals against decisions made by the Magistrates' Court; sentencing decisions referred from the Magistrates' Court, when magistrates determine that a case requires a harsher sentence than they can impose. Due to the seriousness of the offences tried in the Crown Court, trials are conducted with a judge and jury. The jury, consisting of randomly selected ordinary citizens, determines the defendant's guilt. If the defendant is found not guilty, they are acquitted and no conviction is recorded. If found guilty, the judge imposes an appropriate sentence(http://www.cjsonline.gov.uk, 23.07.2024). 
        “We are blessed in the United Kingdom by a judiciary whose integrity, independence, professionalism and skill are not in question. But we take such a condition for granted at our peril. Justice is a delicate plant. It has to be nurtured, protected, cared for.” noted Jack Straw in his first major speech as Lord Chancellor in July 2007.  Even so, the Criminal Justice System (CJS) is complex and crucial to upholding the rule of law, with various elements operating independently. Nevertheless, more individuals across different sectors of the system, get affected by how one part(element) can create challenges for another part(element). These issues result in significant performance problems within the CJS, such as the lengthy delays for even straightforward cases and the often unacceptable experience for victims, who frequently show up to court only to be informed that their case will not proceed that day(https://www.gov.uk/, 23.07.2024).  These delays in hearing cases also delay the establishment of a verdict or conviction of the accused person, which increases his stay in prison. But if the accused person is actually innocent, all this delays just make the things worse for the innocent person. On the other hand, frequent trips to court without the case being heard on the scheduled day discourage victims from attending the trial and hinder the timely and cost-effective resolution of cases.
          A Strategy and Action Plan is putting in place which is based on the straightforward idea that all components of the CJS should aim to achieve the same outcomes. It outlines these outcomes and includes specific actions for each part of the system. While these actions do not involve fundamental changes to the CJS's operation, they primarily focus on straightforward management improvements. The goal is to eliminate the basic failings and errors that currently plague the system, causing delays, unnecessary work, and a negative experience for victims and witnesses(https://www.gov.uk/, 23.07.2024).  A key element of this plan is the commitment to fully digitize the CJS. Implementing appropriate technology in the right areas could rapidly transform the criminal justice system from a fragmented, paper-based process into a streamlined digital service. This shift aims to deliver an efficient experience that meets the high standards the public expects from a modern public service(https://www.gov.uk/, 23.07.2024).  
        Since June 2013, Criminal Justice System has made a significant progress: reformed the policing landscape with the introduction of newly elected Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) who are driving local change, alongside the National Crime Agency and the College of Policing, which is set to enhance policing standards, reduce crime, and safeguard the public; the CJS has also advanced in digital operations: most police forces now electronically transfer over 90% of case files to the Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), and all magistrates' courts can receive digital case files from the CPS; establishing a new Victims' Commissioner to represent victims' interests within the government and have solicited feedback on a revised Victims' Code; starting exploring new justice models, such as the Flexible CJS, to improve how the system addresses community needs, and Neighbourhood Justice Panels, which bring together the perpetrator, victim, and community to ensure restitution; the judiciary has introduced and implemented the Early Guilty Plea Scheme in the Crown Court and the Stop Delaying Justice! scheme in magistrates' courts, offering innovative approaches to case management. Each agency is now tasked with making these schemes successful; expanded the role of police in prosecuting certain offenses, establishing nine ‘pathfinder’ areas in August 2012 to develop and test a best practice model for police-led prosecutions, which is currently under evaluation; Additionally, there has outlined ambitious plans to overhaul the rehabilitation of offenders(https://www.gov.uk/, 23.07.2024).  
        Although the crime "scene" is becoming increasingly dynamic, complex, and challenging, the CJS remains effective and adaptable. It continues to evolve and specialize, ensuring that crime stays within manageable levels even as society rapidly advances in speed and digitalization.
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