Essential skills for Employment as a Character Designer

Skills I believe to be essential for the role of a character designer are as follows:

-Creativity
-Strong visualisation skills
-Adaptability
-Collaborative skills
-Research skills

Starting with collaborative skills, due to where the role of a character designer is in the creative process, working with a multitude of other people is required. You must take into consideration both those before and after you in the production and work carefully with them to ensure you’ve created what is needed. Along with that comes the other skills, using creativity and visualisation skills to make a design using the ideas presented by the director, client, or whoever else may be needing a character designer. 
Being able to take and accept criticism and adjusting your work is just as important, as working in the conceptual stages means wants may change and ideas you may have to let go of ideas you liked for the sake of the overall creative vision. The work of those ahead of you in the production needs to be considered also, making judgements and adapting your work to suit the project. For example, if working on a 2D animation, the designs produced will often need to be more simplified for the animators, as opposed to designing for something such as a visual novel using limited game sprites which can use more detailed designs. [1]
Effective research skills also play an important role in character design, as you may need to look into a variety of different cultures and styles to suit the character. A fantasy based character with medieval European inspiration will need a very different look to a sci-fi based character with inspiration from modern Tokyo for example, and knowing how to find and use research to create designs will make for significantly better work. [2]
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