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ASSESSMENT 2
Write one essay of 2500 words (worth 50%) from the following list:
1 The attempt, in 1152, by the Cistercian General Chapter, to halt further foundations was a tribute to the successful expansion of the order. However, it did not achieve what it intended. To what factors do you attribute the popularity of the Cistercians in England and Wales both before and after that date?
2 What difficulties face historians writing the history of Fountains Abbey?
3 Walter Map among others accused the Cistercians of depopulation of existing settlements in order to create their own ‘desert’. What factors affected the choice of Cistercian sites?
4 Were the Cistercians distinctive in the operation of their economy?
5 When and why did the Cistercians decline?
