Independent Study Questions: Topic 2

e Do you think that, in the pursuit of certain
knowledge, Descartes ignores the fact that
humans are social creatures?

e Can we formulate a satisfactory conception of
the self without paying attention to the fact that
humans are social creatures? Relatedly, 1s it not
possible that the self is at least partly
constructed out of the broader aspects of
human or what we could call ‘social reality’, and
not just out of our isolated self-conscious
thought? Are there not reasons for thinking of
the self as being dependent upon an intricate
web of relationships / social relations which
extend beyond the self?



