Here are my notes for my debate.
Slide 1-Title
· Today I am arguing for the statement “……………….”. 
· Instead of viewing low utilisation as a negative it can be seen as a positive opportunity for Cardiff Airport to manage its environmental responsibilities effectively.
Slide 2- 
· Current low passenger numbers mean fewer flights, less ground activity, resulting in a smaller carbon footprint which is easier for the airport to manage with current resources, setting a baseline for future growth. 
· Increasing growth potentially increasing impact, the low baseline allows them to handle future increases more efficiently and meet targets like net Zero, as they plan to be a “Carbon neutral Airport”.
Slide 3- Cardiff Airport: Low Utilisation and Environmental Impact
· Over 1 year, Cardiff operates around 10,160 aircraft movements compared to Bristol’s 78,871. Bristol handles almost 8 times more flights. 
· Showing Cardiff’s low utilisation results in significantly lower environmental impact and easier management. 
· Compared to Bristol, Cardiff generates less noise pollution, which benefits surrounding communities. 
· Lower utilisation also means Cardiff can easily monitor waste disposal. Energy consumption and air quality.
· With fewer operations to manage, environmental policies can be implemented more effectively, ensuring damage to the local environment remains limited. 
Slide 4- WestJet seasonal and limited flights demonstrate that Cardiff Airport’s Environmental impact remains low and manageable. 
· WestJet flights are seasonal and limited. From May to September, the airline operates just 4 flights per week to Toronto. 
· This means they add only a small number of aircraft movements across the year.
· Because of low frequency, these long-haul flights do not significantly increase Cardiff Airports environmental impact. 
· Emissions, noise and ground activity remain predictable and easier to manage compared to a busy airport with daily long-haul flights. 
· By keeping operations seasonal, WestJet ensure that fuel-burn, noise and emissions stay proportionate and predictable.
· As the airline uses modern fuel-efficient aircraft, the environmental footprint of each flight is significantly lower than traditional long-haul services. 
To wrap up slide
· This route doesn’t increase Cardiff Airport’s environmental burden, it demonstrates how smart scheduling and right-sized operations can keep that burden low while supporting regional growth. 

Slide 5-Maslow’s Theory
· My argument can be supported by using Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs.
· At the base of the pyramid are physiological and safety needs, such as clean air, health and a safe environment.
·  Cardiff Airport’s low utilising helps maintain better air quality and reduces noise pollution, directly supporting these basic needs for people living nearby. 
· Higher levels of Maslow’s hierarchy focus on esteem and self-actualisation. 
· By prioritising sustainability now, Cardiff Airport can build a positive reputation as an environmentally responsive airport. 
· Creating pride for both employees and the wider Welsh community. 
Slide 6- Doxey’s Irridex Theory
· Doxey’s Irridex Theory also reinforces this point.
· The model shows how communities move from euphoria to antagonism as tourism pressure increases. 
· Because Cardiff Airport operates at low utilisation, the local community remains in the Euphoria or Apathy stage, where impacts are minimal and manageable. 
· There is no overcrowding, no excessive noise and easier environmental strain pushing residents into irritation or antagonism. 
· This demonstrates that Cardiff Airport’s Current operations are socially sustainable as well as environmentally sustainable.
Slide 7-Conclusion
· To conclude my findings, Cardiff Airport’s low utilisation significantly limits its environmental impact and makes it easier to manage. 
· Lower emissions, reduced noise and easier environmental monitoring all benefit the local area.
· Most importantly, Cardiff Airport has the opportunity to plan future growth sustainably, rather than attempting to fix environmental damage after it has occurred. 
· For these reasons, I strongly support the argument that Cardiff Airport’s low utilisation is an environmental advantage. 
