[bookmark: _Int_34Rov0i7]In this study it will discuss a scholarly written piece of work that specifies in on a particular topic regarding history. And the discussion will be about strong points of the work along with its weaknesses in its arguments. Including how it relates to other author’s interpretation of the same event and how this piece impacts and or relates to other works of the same topic.
[bookmark: _Int_8T3Sj4lW][bookmark: _Int_tWDUgv8K][bookmark: _Int_Wis51pCr][bookmark: _Int_l82gD4MB][bookmark: _Int_XtTgVTSa][bookmark: _Int_QmTxl5Po][bookmark: _Int_rsRXLCTE]Firstly, this piece of work is called Singing the Gospel: Lutheran Hymns and the Success of the Reformation. It is discussing the key importance of Lutheran hymns in the aim of preserving the Lutheran faith in the wake of the reformation of the 16th century. This book aims to challenge the idea that Lutheran practices failed to influence and or inspire the people of the Reformation in Germany. His argument focuses in on expanding the role these hymns played in the Reformation. Specifically, that they were used as strong tools and or had a larger hand in supporting Luther with his cause than what other scholars may claim and or classify. He also claims that he does not agree with some scholars' methods of building an accurate image of the reformation claiming that in their attempts to build a solid image of this period. Some scholars often find themselves too focused on a perticular narrative that some other sources from other parties in this event can become silenced and form and incomplete image of the event. He further puts forward that hymns are and should be treated as an invaluable source of knowledge on this period. Reasons for this are that hymns during this period were used as influential items of promoting the ideals of religion onto others. In addition to reflecting Luther’s ideas and arguments to the church in a largely accessed manner especially of the period. Where a large amount of the population knew at least one hymn and utilised them to unite and educate others. Therefore, by discarding these types of sources for simply being music is no less than counter productive to the goal of discussing the Reformation.
Now it is relevant with this given context to discuss the strengths of this piece of written piece of literature. Some of these review points are brought up by other scholars and authors including some points which I have found studying this piece personally. A common strength of this book can easily be found in its use of the sources it is attempting to encourage more scholars to start understanding and using. This shows a great example of standing on one’s morals and beliefs. This conveys a strong level of trust and truth in one’s understanding and commitment towards their given field. It in addition shows a genuine passion for the field he clearly practices extensively. It is also commonly described as being highly engaging even in audiences that aren’t familiar with the language of hymns. This is due to its ability to easily communicate what these hymns say in the official written form along with in detail discuss in depth what each part means. Along side explaining the importance of what the structure and language used even in various languages means and how it affects on the people of the audience who listen to the song of its time. It also comes across as a thoughtful challenge to traditional outlooks. It makes an effort to include multiple facets of historical study to promote its thoughtful argument. Appealing to so many different historical professions and further deepens the importance of this subject in every historical field of discussion. Brown also makes an excellent effort to include first hand sources into his work as of the people experiencing these challenges in real time. Including their role in the discussion of how Lutheranism was spread and digested by the masses. 
[bookmark: _Int_KbqWbZL2]What some can learn from the positive notes of how this book was written. Is how to structure an argument with various types of sources. The way Brown strategically set up the foundations of each of his arguments. Then followed them up with such varied types of sources ranging from firsts hand accounts, references of other scholars' work including the crucial use and integration of musical evidence of that period. It shows how to create strong structure and foundations of arguments using the scholarly method. You can learn how to set up a professional argument including how to follow up your arguments with varying types of sources making your argument more convincing and solid to your audience. In addition to how this book is a great example of how to explain to your audience what a source is trying to convey. This is because in history this subject is known for handling sources of a range of difficulties in-terms of its reading and understanding difficulty. It can become a source of contention in and type of writing if your reader may struggle to understand or read the source wether it be in a different language or in a different format of writing. It is crucial for any writer to be able to support your audience in every form of understanding your text so there is no distraction and or gap in the flow of the text. This is where you can learn from Brown’s work as he makes sure his audience fully understands each and every source and argument presented leaving no room for misunderstanding or misinterpretation. Making his argument feel fuller and more understandable to his audience.
However, now it is relevant to discuss the issues of the text and its impact on the argument he is presenting. Including how this impacts his argument and his appearance on his audience. There is an interesting aspect of the work that standout our strongly that though he discusses heavily other scholar's arguments and breaks them down. He doesn’t bring Lutheranism into these discussions. He doesn’t explain why or how these arguments impacted the Lutheran perspective and or the cultural impact of their arguments on the community of the period or the modern-day theology of the religion. Other scholars also questioned the validity and unbiased arguments he is presenting. Such as one reviewer claiming Brown mis understood Luther’s popularity in his period promoting this idea, he was a well-known figure when this is highly disputed early on in his career. This makes the audience particularly other scholars reading this book question the amount of research done on the understanding of Luther himself. And his career including the writer’s understanding of Luther and his career. Another critique which was evident that there was not as big of a scope of geography covered in the book than initially expected. Brown seemed to focus on specific areas and locations in his arguments that reflected his beliefs and opinion. However, with such a large concept such as a religious conflict one would expect to touch upon the wider image of the impact on this religion. Which, there seemed to be a large lack of that kind of larger image visualisation for the larger wider impact of this situation. In addition, building the last point there seemed to be a lack of diversity in terms of the music and musicians covered. Brown in his book struggled to diversify the musicians he covered in depths clearly preferring to cover one specific Lutheran musician. Whereas the readers could have gotten a more open representation of the culture of Lutheran music practices if he had chosen to cover other Lutheran or even non-Lutheran musical artists. It would also allow the audience to get a better understanding of how different people of this culture perceived the events that were happening around them and how that translated into their individual musical pieces.
What a writer can take from this insight into this scholarly source is to diversify the scope of the geography you touch upon. Especially with writing about such a broad topic of study. It would improve upon the impact of your argument and would have more foundation if you cover a more geographically more diverse set of perspectives and opinions. In addition to making sure to do additional thorough research on every facet of the topic being covered. This is highly relevant in any form of paper to make sure that you accurately represent the topic matter through an honest unbiased lens. This would in addition provide the audience with trust in the writer that they are a reliable narrator. And that means to provide evidence for and against the argument the writer is building up to. As it shows transparency in the name of truth which is crucial in the telling of especially history. Additionally, a key skill all writers should familiarise themselves with is focus on linking their given research back to their main argument. This makes sure that the text stays relevant and on track throughout the whole text and doesn’t ramble or lose sight. Making the text disjointed and confusing to most audiences. This mistake on Browns end can educate writers to keep their information on topic and linked. Another key aspect students can learn from Brown’s book is specifically regarding professional debates such as this one. Is to include the opinions of scholars on both sides of the debate. Brown in his book predominately includes the arguments of his opposing scholars not quite finding the space to discuss other scholars who might share his own opinions. It is crucial for any student to provide any viewer with a whole picture in addition to further strengthening your arguments with those professional opinions that might agree with your own views. This can in-tandem provide your points with more weight in the debate to show those who have qualified opinions agree with your arguments. 
Overall, Browns book was an interesting well formatted well worded piece. Which did expand the debate on the reformation by attempting to include an integral part of the religion of Lutheranism into the conversation. However, could have been improved with more emphasis on diversity, expansion of the areas he covered in his research. Including the most damning part of the book being the mistaken knowledge pieces regarding Luther as a person. In addition to including more people of interest regarding the musicians he referred to for his book. It was educational in terms of how he formulated his arguments and approaches in easily digestible smoothly transitioning depth of research. Including its easily formatted lay out of the arguments he is fighting against and the transition to his own beliefs and interpretations. Even in regard to his flaws, it can be easily found to be a strong educational piece for students due to its easily digestible nature. Making it simpler for those to understand and critique his work and to educate themselves on learning from these easily laid out contextual errors. However, this book made for an interesting discussion and an outside the box take of the reformation. Even considered to be fundamental in the discussion on expanding the topic of discussion as a whole for other historians aiming to study the reformation. It allows readers to understand how expansive the reformation was not just in the religious field. But also making ripples of impact on subjects unthought of to be associated to be apart of the conversation such as musicology, philosophy and even sociology. It allows these topics to be brought into the broader picture and topic of the reformation. And allows these professionals in these fields to allow them to have their say in these discussions. Proving and standing up for these topics crucial information they can provide to help contribute and construct the wider narrative. 
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