EAEE4002C
1708372Article 31: All children have the right to relax and play, and join in a wide range of activities. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)
Wales has its own play policy called “Play Wales” this enforces article 31 of the UNCRC. However, Play Wales takes it further than just fulfilling the article. They achieve this by focusing on the play environments that are provided and making sure that they benefit children in the best way. Play Wales says:
 “Through all aspects of our work and particularly through our direct work with children and young people, we know that the provision of quality places, spaces and time for play is one of their key priorities.” (Play Wales.org.uk)
Theorists such as Vygotsky and Piaget knew the importance of play for children saying that it’s hard to put a finger on the importance and amount that children learn during play. Vygotsky believing that play is the key source to learning and developing in the early years so it is vital to a child’s development that they are given the correct environment and time to experience and learn through play.  (Cyrus.net.nz)




Article 30: Children have the right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, whether these are shared by the majority of people in the country or not. (Children’s Rights Wales, 2016)

It is important that practitioners understand that Children of minorities/indigenous groups have the right to use their language and support their religion within school environments. However, if the practice could be harmful then this would not fall under the act and could therefore be forbidden or dealt with in the correct way using the policies in the school. (Cypcs.org.uk) Bilingualism and multilingualism have many benefits and have proven to be extremely beneficial to young children. These benefits include increased cognitive development and in later life help prevent the forming of strokes or Alzheimer’s. (Baker, 2011).
It is important that any children with English as a second language are supported within the classroom, so that they do not fall behind the class. This can be handled in many ways depending on the situation and children should not be discriminated against because of their language or culture. For example, research by The Guardian says: 
“Just because pupils are not saying much or writing much it doesn't mean they're not learning," he says. "It is about making them feel safe and comfortable in the classroom and monitoring what is happening to them”. (Morrison, 2014)
Cook (2002) also suggests how quickly a young child can catch up to other children is based on their learning environment. It is up to practitioners to provide and make sure that all children have a stable environment in which to learn.


Introduction
The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child was made law in Wales in 2011, the UNCRC is an international agreement that ensures the protection of children up to the age of 18, this gives them rights to stop them being vulnerable and protect them from harm. In total there are 54 articles in the agreement that state the full rights of children. This agreement protects children no matter what background, race, religion or abilities they have. There are 4 articles within the UNCRC that are seen as  clear-cut. These are Article 2: Non-discrimination, Article 3: Best interest of the child, Article 6: Right of life survival and development and Article 12: Right to be heard. They are known as “General Principles” they contribute to all the other articles in some shape or form and form the basis in understanding all the rights in the convention for every child. (Unicef.org.uk)
 All of the rights are linked to each other and are all thought to be as important as one another, the rights have been made in the best interest of the children, to protect them from any potential harm. Under these acts all children have the same rights. (Unicef.org.uk) (Childrens rights.wales)


[bookmark: _GoBack]EAEE4002C
1708372Article 29: Education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It should encourage children to respect their parents, and their own other cultures. 
Child rights International Network states that a good quality education should be about promoting children’s rights in what they are being taught and the way they are being taught it.  Knowing that each child is different it’s vital that we direct education knowing that each child has different personalities, talents and abilities.
Jean Jacques Rousseau believed that education should follow the child’s natural growth, meaning that we have to pay attention to every child’s needs. If a child gets to discover lots of options they can then decide what is agreeable or disagreeable to them, encourage them to understand their likes and dislikes more and form their personalities. (Michele Erina Doyle, 2007)
The Foundation Phase Wales supports this by having a curriculum that’s focused on individuals. They will be encouraged to develop their thinking by being asked open-ended questions, solve problems and explore concepts. The Foundation Phase has 7 areas of learning which they deliver through activities and learning experiences indoors and out making sure to cater to all children’s needs. (Welsh Government, 2017) 
The Foundation Phase also looks at how the knowledge and understanding of the world comes out through the curriculum so that the children can understand different cultures and even their own. They follow this through ‘development outcomes’ which have different stages along the way. This is a way to assess the children’s knowledge and understanding. “Children learn about themselves, their relationships with other children and adults both within and beyond the family”. (Welsh Government, 2015)
Maria Montessori also supported this by having child centred environments, teaching children to be able to do things by themselves and to take responsibility focusing on the needs of the children and enabling them to be competent.

Article 12: Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their opinions taken into account. (Childrens Rights Wales, 2016)
The Foundation Phase Wales strongly supports this article with their approach, it states in their policy that Children should be listened to and treated with respect. The Foundation Phase also encourages children to take risks, solve problems and to make decisions by themselves and in groups. Encouraging children to ask questions and share with others really helps develop their social skills and encourages them to express themselves. 
 According to Bowlby another factor that could contribute to this is a secure base. If a child is feeling secure in their environment then they will perform to the best of their ability.  Likewise, if they feel that their opinion is listened to and valued then they will feel more secure. (Bowlby, 2005)
The Foundation Phase is not the only act that supports this article, The Children Act of 1989 says that children have the right to speak up and have their opinions valued when it comes to decision making. If a decision is being made that effects the child, then we need to ensure that they are being listening to. (Childrens Rights Wales, 2016)
Bandura’s theory states that behaviour is learnt through observation, linking this to listening and respecting the child we can say that it will help them to be respectful and understanding of others. Bandura believed that children would observe their surroundings and people around them, watching how they behave. (McLoed, 2016) It is said that “Children are like sponges, soaking up the experiences they have each and every day.” (Cherry, 2017) 
Maria Montessori’s schools help enable children to make decisions and choices through carefully selected methods of play, this supports article 12 in enabling them to have the ability to make decisions and be confident to do so. (River Montessori, n.d) 
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