ECGE4005		Student No. 2206236

Emmie Porter

Part 1
Iceland, and similar countries think it is very important that children are playing outdoors, (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013) have discussed the Government papers written on this topic. They explain that in the curriculum guidelines, there is a large emphasis on learning in an outdoors environment, as it is an effective way of persuading children to think positively about the natural world, and to view it as a place to exercise and practice healthy living. 
The emphasis on outdoor learning has been an on-going discussion for some time in Iceland, where children aged 1 to 6 play outside daily in schools, and children aged 6 to 16 play outside with peers during lunch breaks. (Oladottir, 2008) states that there is not much evidence that shows how much teachers actively do to help and support outdoor learning but believes that it varies depending on the school and experiences of the individual teachers. There is evidence to prove that teachers are using outdoors more than they used to, as in the capital, Reyjkavil, 70% of school’s have stated that they now use outdoor education frequently.

Adapted from:
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Part 2a

In this essay I will be discussing Forest Schools. The Forest School was made by the Forest School network and is defined as ‘an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through a hands on learning experience in a woodland environment’ (Murray and O’Brien, 2006). They suggest that parents are slightly worried that children in schools today do not get to experience the woodlands and nature like they did as children, because they are too anxious that something will happen to their children, but also state that there is a lot more for them to do indoors now.
There is research that proves if children do not experience nature when they’re younger they won’t be interested when they are older, therefore they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits that can be gained from access to nature (Thompson. et al, 2004). The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers to start Forest School’s at their current school, especially in foundation phase, as learning outdoors is very different to learning in a classroom environment. (WAG, 2009).
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Part 2b
If you fail to acknowledge the source of information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism which is an offence when submitting personal assignments. It is important to avoid plagiarism as it could affect your grades or even education status, depending on the severity of your plagiarism. When failing to reference what sources you have used to support your academic writing you are claiming somebody else’s work as your own, therefore the assignment isn’t a genuine piece of your written work. Universities use a software that scans students work to identify any similarities to information sources or even past assignments submitted by students over the years, this makes it a lot easier for markers to spot plagiarism.
It is important that you reference any resources used to support your academic writing, this includes direct quotations, opinions, and ideas. When referencing a direct quotation, you should use single quotation marks to show what wording you’ve taken from somebody else’s work while still referencing. When using ideas from somebody else’s work, quotation marks are not necessary, if you word the ideas in your own words and reference the original author it will not be classed as plagiarism.
Although Wikipedia is a large website to access a multitude of information, it is not a reliable source to reference for academic assignments. (Pureassignment, 2020) described the website as an open source that allows anybody to alter information on the website at any time, it is free of charge for anyone to create an account and edit information even if they are not the original author. As a result of this, there is no way of proving that the information is reliable at the time when referencing so it is best to avoid using the website in any academic assignment. Although Wikipedia is deemed an unreliable website to reference is academic assignments, (Global assignment help, 2019) refers to Wikipedia as ‘one of the most trustworthy sources’ as it has a high number of users and includes a large amount of information. Taking their opinion into consideration Wikipedia could be useful for resources as they state that the website has a list of resources and links related to the topic.
A very long quotation is when you wish to reference a short paragraph in your assignment which is usually too long to insert in quotation marks. If you wish to use a very long quotation in your assignment, you must reference it accurately and neatly.
Once you find your quotation you must explain what you’re referring to before inserting the quotation. 
You must then insert the quotation below a blank space, following, you must insure that you reference the author and date of publication.
Finally, you must start a blank space below and continue with your explanation of the quotation.
When researching information for an assignment it is important that you know what information you’re looking for and which resources you should use to support the information. When conducting research for your academic writing you should take into consideration the liability of each resource by checking the author, country published, and the date of the publication or edit. Some of the most reliable resources are Government and organisation reports, reviews, news articles, informative educational books and journals as they’re based off reliable research. It is important to use a wide range of resources in your academic writing to show you have deeply researched into the topic and have gained a strong understanding of what you’re writing about.
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Part 3 
This article written by Emma Smith (2005) from The University of York for the Welsh Journal of Education, focuses on The Underachievement in Welsh Education. She discusses the underachievement debate that has been ongoing for decades suggesting that children are being ‘schooled to fail’, while including her research and comparisons, she aims to consider the different perspectives on the matter, and conclude whether this is still an issue in Welsh schools. 
The main finding in the article was that there is an unfair comparison between the Welsh and English education achievements, the main reason being that England has a greatly larger population than Wales. The Author argues that Wales should be compared to an economically equivalent region such as The North East of England as both countries have similar population and income rates, examples of statistics are used from over the decades to display the unfairness of being compared to a larger country and to support the discussion. The Global competition of Educational Achievements is discussed, stating that the United Kingdom feel it is important to raise their educational standards to improve their success for Economical Standards. The article focuses on the different factors that have affected education over the past decades, such as the Second World War, race, finance, social and community disadvantages, and gender and questions whether these issues are still among the system. 
There is a relatively static attainment gap in examination performance when comparing genders, mainly in subjects such as English and Welsh, where girls are outperforming boys. There is evidence to prove that this is the reality inserted in the article showing results in examinations for Mathematics, English and Welsh, but the attainment gap has barely shifted within a thirty-year period regardless of changes in the curriculum and vocational qualifications. The author explored further into the reasoning behind this and found that it is factors such as interaction with teachers and pupils, and the conflict of masculinity within society and living up to the stereotypical ‘young boy’ that has the most affect as to why girls outperform boys in these subjects. When focusing on only Welsh examination results the attainment gap isn’t a worrying difference therefore questions the reliability of the term.
 The Author concludes the article by considering her research and suggesting that children are no longer being ‘schooled to fail’ but inequities do still have a large effect as it is still the case that children from poorer, lower economy areas perform less well in school than their more advantaged peers. I believe the author was trying to raise awareness on how examinations and attainment gaps are measured and mostly on the reasoning for the attainment gaps through making people aware of the different factors. The author then questions how the Welsh Education policy makers will target this attainment gap between social economy classes, and ensure that these children will be supported effectively. The fact that the author is pushing the evidence of why attainment gaps are created suggests to me that the article is targeted at parents of young children in schools, teachers, the government and Education organisations and policy makers.
All evidence shown in the article comes from the National Office of statistics, which is a reliable source, therefore all evidence shown is official facts from a large data base. The author effectively uses the evidence to support each topic within the article and clearly states the connection between the evidence given and how it relates to the text and continuously concludes what she has gathered in each graph. The chosen evidence makes the article somewhat more interesting and understandable as it gives the reader a chance to see the statistics in a table or a graph rather than all written within the text, this makes it easier for the reader to comprehend. The author also shows multiple graphs to support some topics within the text, therefore creates a clear message to the reader to remind them throughout the article that it is an ongoing issue within the education system, as they’re presenting more than one factor that suggests a problem.  
The article is structured with an organised lay out clearly stating what is being discussed throughout the text by using subtitles. I believe within the article there is some irrelevant discussion with no connection to the conclusion, for example the article starts by discussing ‘students from black Caribbean backgrounds ’ and their school performance, but doesn’t follow up with how this short discussion had any connection to her findings. The same thing appears when discussing how Wales had a ‘decline in heavy industry’, I can understand how this would have an effect on economy, but there wasn’t a clear explanation as to how this was relevant to the articles finding, considering the article is based on an educational point of view, there was a lack of discussion relating to the educational effects of these events. Other than those, the remaining information was organized effectively and discussed individually so it was easy to read, and wouldn’t confuse the reader with to much information, and drawn together for the final conclusion. 
I noticed that the author interprets her own opinion within the text on times using subjective language to support objective topics, she uses wording such as ‘the so-called underachievement debate’ and ‘unfair’ or ‘unfavourable comparisons’. This sets the tone for readers from the start, suggesting that the underachievement debate isn’t important, making the language somewhat informal, it also pushes the fact that the Welsh education achievements are measured and compared unfairly. Through using this language, the author has automatically persuaded the reader to feel the same way about the subject before reading the remaining of the article.
To conclude, the article is well written and structured and academically appropriate, clearly stating the relevant problems within the education system and questioning how, and what has or can be done to improve them. As a reader it gave me a new insight into measuring exam achievements and the accuracy of how Wales is compared when it comes to larger countries and economical statuses. I believe the author could’ve delved deeper into the financial effects of a child’s education as it can have a great affect. Statistics of Male and Female income was included into the article, I think single mothers could have been considered her as according to the statistics Women earn less than Men, therefore there would not be high income within a single mother’s household so this could effect on the child’s health, education and support, leading to lower self-esteem and grades.
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