What is landscape

This report explores the meaning and interpretation of landscape, exploring natural landscapes which have formed from the power of  Natural and Cultural Landscapes seeing the impact and beauty they pose. This will be achieved by exploring a brief history of human settlement and connection to landscape, looking at the Topophilia of three different cultures from three different timelines and seeing how their settlements would have varied as their needs became easier to meet. 

Schutler was a Geographer who first came up with the terms Natural and Cultural Landscapes. ““A natural landscape is made up of a collection of landforms, such as mountains, hills, plains, and plateaus. Lakes, streams, soils (such as sand or clay), and natural vegetation are other features of natural landscapes” (National Geographic, 2020).  Whereas a Cultural Landscape would be a landscape that people have modified; this could be buildings, crops grown, or even from livestock kept. All landscapes vary massively and have different values depending on your demographic. 

Iron Age Celts (500BCE – 43ad)

The Iron Age Celts originated from all over Europe; around 500BCE they had settled in modern day UK. They were not known for building cities but for smaller farming communities. The Celts practised Druidry (A spiritual/religious movement) renowned for its connection with nature. The Druid Network state “Nature is considered to be unconditionally sacred and an expression or manifestation of deity and divinity.” (Druid Network, 2020) This shows their devotion to nature, compared to other spiritual/religious movements who focus more on astronomy. “Druidry is a spirituality of simple things, of place and time, existence and imagination.” (Druidry, 2020) This quote shows how the Celts beliefs would have given them a strong sense of place. “Sense of place is a combination of the two principal and complementary concepts that we review below: place attachment and place meaning” (Kudryavtsev, 2011). Using nature for their existence and expressing their imagination, creating communal places for worship giving the place meaning, the Druids believed that waterfalls had healing powers and for the Celts, they led to the ‘Otherworld’. The Celts used natural features for practices, for example; “if your leg was injured, you might carve a wooden leg and place it in a stream” (Donn, 2020). This is part of the Celts identity and relates to Burdge and Ludtke’s (1972) “Identification of Place” (Kudryavtsev, 2011), where waterfalls become part of Celtic identity. Like many Pagan religions, the Celts saw birds as significant creatures. “The Celts believed birds were able to carry messages between the living world and the Otherworld.” (Donn, 2020). This is similar to Odin’s Ravens Huginn and Muninn who after flying around the world “whisper all the news which they see and hear into his ear” (Norse Mythology, 2020). It is said that Celts were originally private and avoided living in close proximities to each other, however came together as a community when needed with the use of their hillforts. “Hillforts were huge things that could hold everyone in the village in times of attack. There were huts and cattle enclosures standing ready at all times.” (Donn, 2020). Hillforts date back to Neolithic times (4000 to 2500 BCE). This shows the Celts were not the pioneers of hillforts, however, they definitely brought them back into style. “These hillforts would stay empty the majority of the time as the hill fort was considered a temporary retreat.” (Don, 2020). This suggests these were sites of refuge; they sat high up giving the Celts a vantage point over their threats. Although this is an exciting thought, this is a misconception for the Iron Age Celts. McCarthy states “As settlements they are the focus for multiple aspects of society. They were centres of production, of exchange and trade, of political power and of religion” (Mccarthy, 2020). Each fort had been clearly thought through before construction, but this was likely to be more as a precaution than a crucial defensive aspect as widely thought. McCarthy added “Hillforts were not primarily military or defensive in nature. That is just a small aspect of their use”. (Mccarthy, 2020). When the Romans later invaded, they named these hillforts ‘Oppidum’ which translates to town; they would have been the core of the community. The Celts started to move into a tight-knit community around the Hillfort. Part of the Lughnasa practice is climbing a hill to over-throw a corrupt/dark deity that is on the hill; An annual celebration of the renewal of kingship and his rightful place in the hierarchy of order. “It was believed to help with a successful harvest if the king was symbolically represented as being restored to his height” (Hicks). Although settling on a hilltop is the best vantage point for a defensive strategy, it is likely that “the community’s powers would live in the hillfort” (Hicks, 2020). This reflects to the idea that “The High King must live upon a hill”. (Hicks, 2020). This shows how mythology and the way Celts lived are interconnected which is expressed with the hillfort.
 
A great example of a hillfort is Ruppera Hillfort, believed to have been first active between 700BC – 100 AD. Its “panoramic views from the top of the ridge would have given the site a strategically strong position.”(Ruperra, 2020). The 360 degree view from Ruperra would have helped reassert the authority of its sovereign, enabling them to ensure the order and harmonious of operation of nature. Ruperra was also a key location to link three major areas, with sights of all routes towards the fort making it perfect for trading and travellers. The Celts built Ruppera to such a standard it outlived its original inhabitants. The Hillfort was re-claimed and modified by the Normans who added a Motte and Bailey around the fort long after the Celts left. Ruppera’s still wild beauty would have given the Celts a real connection with their landscape with its 360 degree view. The Rudry area is known for its diverse geology and woodlands filled with biodiversity; these hills once moulded by glacial slides made this landscape a perfect spot for a hillfort. 
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(Ruperra, 2020). 

Incas (1438-1533)

The Inca civilisation arose in the Peruvian highlands at the beginning of the 13th century. Not only did the Incas have an incredible lust for gold but were god like in their architectural abilities. “Architecture was the glory of Inca Culture: Temples, Palaces, Terraces and Fortifications of huge stone blocks were fitted together, mostly without masonry.” (National Gallery of Australia, 2020).  They are responsible for such sights as Ollantaytambo, Sacsayhaman, Qoricancha and Moray which all have their own special significance. The Incas however are most famous for Machu Picchu (‘Old Mountain’), which in 2007 became an addition to UNESCO’s new 7 wonders of the world. Machu Picchu was ‘re-discovered’ in 1911 by Hiram Bingham, it “ had been largely forgotten by everybody except the small number of people living in the immediate valley” (New World Encyclopaedia, 2020).  
Although it is known as the “Lost city” this is arguable as “When Bingham arrived, three families of farmers were living at the site.” (National Geographic, 2020). That aside, the place itself is surrounded by superior landscape. The placement of this settlement emphasises how much the Incas used their landscape to create their home.
“Not only has it great snow peaks looming above the clouds more than two miles overhead, gigantic precipices of many-colored granite rising sheer for thousands of feet above the foaming, glistening, roaring rapids; it has also, in striking contrast, orchids and tree ferns, the delectable beauty of luxurious vegetation, and the mysterious witchery of the jungle.” (Bingham, M. 1989). 
Bingham’s descriptions paints a vivid picture of the landscape; it is a sign of his place-based experience when visiting the area. The Incas demonstrated their knowledge of agriculture: “It was also known that Inca agriculture terraces were filled with various materials, with coarse gravels being used at the base and then sand until finally a layer of good soil”.(Geological Society, 2014). This would have helped with draining of water. Machu Picchu is known for its heavy downpours of rain. “The Inca drainage prevents any large-scale damage to the ancient monument.” (Geological Society, 2014). It was also used to protect their architecture. Although sustainability was yet to be formed as a concept, the Incas were innovative in building in a way which would provide not just for the present but for the future as well. This farming would have initially been adopted by the Incas’ ancestors from the Huarpa followed by the Wari. This method of using the steep landscape to farm on demonstrates their sense of place and determination to settle where the land did not offer traditional affordances for farming. Other great ways the Incas demonstrated their understanding of the force of nature was their ability to build structures to withstand seismic activity. The “stone walls are not all solid – they comprise two walls of stone with a cavity between them.” (Geological Society, 2014). The Macchu Picchu ‘ruins’ are located between the Huayna Picchu and Machu Picchu fault lines, the still standing ‘ruins’ show how their awareness of the movement of the Earth helped build long lasting structures by not using any mortar. 
Recent Landscapes / Cardiff
East Moors – Gillian Clarke
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(Clarke, 1985). 
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As the centuries continue to tick, human population starts to contract into urban spaces and the people’s perceptions of landscapes changed from before. “The ratio of the world's urban population is expected to increase from 55% in 2018 to 68% by 2050, meaning that the world's urban population will nearly double. By 2100, some 85% of the population will live in cities.” (European Commission, 2020). The urbanisation of the population is removing natural landscapes from humans and leaving them solely with the cultural landscapes mankind has chosen to sculpt now for profit. In the East Moors, Clarke expresses their mourning for a loss of their industrial skyline, showing the embedding of an industrial landscape into citizens of Cardiff. Cardiff being a city which advanced throughout the industrial revolution shows how its residents once found comfort in the noisy, dirty, eyesore of an industry. The change to environment is felt with huge emotion; this can be related to other changes to environments that have caused radical re-thinking. Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’ came about with her realisation of the change to biodiversity around her home, and the loss of the sound of insects. Carson saw an urban landscape differently however. “Only within the moment of time represented by the present century has one species, man acquired significant power to alter the nature of the world.”(Rachel Carson, 1962). Carson believed we should have a strong connection to our landscapes in order to protect them for future. In Nature Deficit Disorder Louv states: “Reconnection to the Natural world is fundamental to human health, well-being, spirit and survival. (Louv, 2005). This supports the idea of getting rid of these structures and introduce re-wilding in the area. “a living ecological relationship between a person and a place’ including ‘physical, biological, social, cultural’ and other factors” (Kudryavtsev, 2011), Clarke displays her sense of place being stolen from her, social, cultural and economic factors now missing. The closure of East Moors is seen as an attack on Cardiff’s working class, however it will now live on in this poem. “It is not just that “places” serve to remind us of the stories associated with them; in certain respects, the places only exist because they have stories about them.” (Bird, 2002). Clarke’s poem gives a vision of how Cardiff once looked from Pen-y-lan hill; it has locked the old landscape in time.  

My sense of place. 
My sense of place definitely has developed by being lucky enough to grow up in the multicultural city of Cardiff. My view on landscapes has changed dramatically throughout my life. Growing up in a city scape I was used to the easy affordances it provided, initially this was a social life and others to play with. Luckily Cardiff’s green space meant I could travel all the way into the city centre by walking, while still segregated from traffic and pollution. This green-highway from Tongwynlais to CF10 later became my connection to the mountains as I took up mountain biking. The power of wheels gave me access to new landscapes. Following the old mining trainline, now the Taff Trail, it would take me up to the ancient Forest Fawr. Here I am greeted by Castle Coch, a Norman castle placed on-top of a mountain as if it was inspired by the Celts. From up here I can look over my City, I can see forests, park-land, now towering buildings and even the sea. A short cycle down to Cardiff bay made a new skill of mountain biking, finding a way to throw my bike off concrete or metal. 
[image: No photo description available.]
Cardiff bay is a special place for my family and all true Cardiffians. Some of my family arrived in Cardiff from the Caribbean through the docks. Uncle Bob later left as a stowaway on a ship heading for Nova Scotia; a large number of my family still reside in Canada today thanks to uncle Bob. Arriving in Cardiff through the docks was nothing new then. Cardiff bay has an extensive history of welcoming in communities via its docks. It is even known for welcoming the Longest-settled Muslim community in Britain. The closure of East Moors saw the decline of use in Cardiff Docks and by the late 80s the area seemed doomed. A £120M project starting in 1994 saw the re-birth of ‘Tiger Bay’; construction started on Cardiff Barrage which was finally completed in 2001. 
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From these contrasting photos you can see the re-birth/development of Cardiff bay, it is now considered an attractive day out. This project brought new life to the docks after years of decline. This now modern landscape attracted tourism and jobs through its re-birth after years of becoming dilapidated and seen as just mudflats. Although as an adult I have left the city and find myself yearning for natural landscapes, this wasn’t always the case. When injured and couldn’t go mountain biking, I purchased a camera to take up a new interest. This ned to me meeting the ‘Urbex crew’ (Urban Exploration crew). These Urbexer’s took me far out of my comfort zone to see parts of Cardiff and other cities I would never have seen before. Usually from breaking into cranes and climbing up them, then running away from blokes in yellow. This peer group showed me the true beauty of architecture I’d never seen before while incorporating a huge sense of adventure at the same time. For the first time ever, I got to see landscapes I despised from another perspective. Then being able to take away the noise and movement, for me landscapes changed completely, and all of a sudden had a new calm they never had before. This shows that my senses can really impact the environment around me. 
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Moving away from my cultural habitat I have become more aware of  the damage mankind is doing to our natural landscapes. Not only have I started to see first-hand the destruction of mountains caused by capitalist mining, but also an abundance of plastic/litter which seems to be everywhere I go. The sinking realisation made me want to take as much action as possible to protect our planet for the future. “Nature-deficit-disorder describes the human costs of alienation from nature, among them: diminished use of the senses, attention difficulties, and higher rates of physical and emotional illnesses.” (Louv, 2005). As we withdraw nature from our everyday lives, I really do believe our physical and mental well-being is impacted. Following the 1995 Environmental Act there are two principles which I wish we could see across the entire planet: 
1. Conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage 
2. Promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of national parks by the public (National Parks, 2018). 
“The future will belong to the nature-smart individuals, families, businesses, and political leaders who develop a deeper understanding of the transformative power of the natural world and who balance the virtual with the real. The more high-tech we become, the more nature we need.” (Louv, 2005).
Malpas (2010) suggests that “sense of place refers to a sense of belonging to places and the character of places, which resemble place attachment and place meaning” (Kudryavtsev, 2011). For me, Cardiff is definitely a landscape and culture where I feel I belong and plan on protecting for the future. 
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East Moors by Gillian Clarke ¢

At the end of a bitter April

the cherries flower at last in Penylan.
We notice the white trees and the flash
of sea with two blue islands beyond

the city, where the steelworks used to
smoke.

I live in the house I was born in,

am accustomed to the sudden glow

of flame in the night sky, the dark sound
of something heavy dropped, miles off,
the smell of sulphur almost natural.

In Roath and Rumney now, washing strung
down the narrow gardens will stay clean.
Lethargy settles in front rooms and wives
have lined up little jobs for men to do.

At East Moors they closed the steelworks
down.

A few bitter men stay to see it through.
Theirs

the bitterest time as rolling mills
make rubble. Demolition gangs
erase skylines whose hieroglyphs
recorded all our stories.

T am reminded of that Sunday

years ago when we brought the children
to watch two cooling towers

blown up, recalling the appalling void

in the sunlight, like a death.

On this first day of May an icy

rain is blowing through this town,
quieter, cleaner, poorer form today.
The cherries are in flower in Penylan.

Already over East Moors the sky whitens,
blind.
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