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	The aspect that could have been improved more would be my understanding of Environmental Learning and how it can be taught to me so I can experience it.
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]The most satisfying part of this submission for me was how complicated the teachings in the outdoor industry are but can be made so simple if taught outdoors and not in a classroom.
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Assignment Checklist

· Please complete the Personal Evaluation section of the Assessment Feedback sheet and paste it into the front of your assignment

· Submission is a single word file, clearly labelled with your name and module code
· The correct marking matrix is included at start and end of essay
· Font style - Times New Roman, size -12 for text and 14 for headings
· Ink colour – black only
· Line spacing – 1.5 line spacing and 2cm- 2.5cm page margins
· Quotations more than three lines to be indented 1 line spacing
· One line space between paragraphs, paragraphs must be left aligned
· Pagination (your essay should have page numbers) 
· Word count checked and written at end of text (before references and any appendix)
· Essay is within 10% of the word limit (excluding references and any appendices)
· All references in the text are included in the reference list
· Correct reference list using SHOE Reference Guide
· Direct quotations - state page numbers in the text citation
· Correct spelling using UK English
· Correct use of punctuation
· Grammar and syntax correct- double check anything that has a green line under it
· I have read my essay out loud to myself and it makes sense and is easy to read
· Somebody else has read my work and it makes sense to him or her!
· I have checked and I have not plagiarised 
Failure to follow these guidelines could cost you marks!

How important is environmental learning to outdoor adventure education?

Environmental learning is a process by which people develop awareness, concern and knowledge of the environment and learn to use this understanding to preserve, conserve and utilize the environment in a sustainable manner for the benefit of present and future generations. Outdoor Education can be any form of educational activity which takes place inside and outside the classroom. There is a debate within the field of Outdoor Education over its exact meaning and nature.

Trying to understand what environmental learning is can be difficult as there is no right or wrong answer of how it should be taught; however, learning about environmental learning does come with its positives such as, it helps develop your deeper understanding of everyday local environment and how it is linked with other environments also it helps you open your mind as to why it is so important to learn about the environment i.e. global warming, animals going extinct. “Understand their own lives to appreciate themselves and to discover alternative pathways to the future. (Hart, 1992. p. 30)”

Environmental learning does have its downsides such as students learning can be strongly influenced by their previous field and classroom based experiences also children have concerns about a variety of nature scenes that comes with the teachings of environmental learning like; possible natural hazards, threats from other people, and problems for their physical comfort, similar worries about getting lost and encountering stray animals or poisonous plants and berries. “if students have been accustomed to a diet of experiments based on well-tried recipes that work, then real experimental practical ecology is likely to prove a difficult experience for them. (Openshaw and Whistle 1993. P. 64)”

Outdoor education is a method for learning about the outdoors and environment, it also links in with experiential learning (which is learning though experience more specifically learning through reflection on doing an activity). Outdoor Education takes place mainly in the outdoors as it requires the use of all senses and is a matter of relationships involving people and natural sources. “University students completed questionnaires measuring their initial reactions to OAE and learning from pre- to post-course. There were high levels of enjoyment and satisfaction with OAE, and significant self-reported improvements in the use of groupwork skills, attitudes toward groupwork, and groupwork self-efficacy. (Cooley. , Sam J.; Burns, Victoria E.; Cumming, Jennifer. p329-354. Dec 2016)”

Outdoor Education is a hard subject to teach to students now than in the past because of the dangers that society has built up to as well as the reason been that students were forced to be taught in only one environment and that been a class room. This is putting restrictions and the student on how they can learn freely and find what is best for them to be able to excel in their future life. Forcing students to stay in a classroom repeatedly will make it difficult for them to choose their own career because they will only be familiar with one setting ‘a classroom’ and the closest relation to a classroom further down the line is an office. For example, a student now in the present could be doing great in his/her exams then go on to college and do the same as well as university, he/she will then get a job in an office; But, then suddenly realise that they enjoy what their hobby is i.e. kayaking or environmental issues and think that this job isn’t for them. That student 10-15 years ago studying in a classroom could have been taught a subject involving Environmental Learning or Outdoor Education that took place outside and their full life could have changed from one simple interaction with the environment/outdoors. “The classroom or indoor setting is now firmly regarded as the usual place for learning that significant government efforts and research evidence about how the outdoors may enable learning. (DFES 2006)”.

Norway is the centre of Environmental Learning and Outdoor Education all thanks to Fridtjof Nansen. Upon entering the University of Oslo in 1881 he decided to do a major in zoology. In the next fifteen years he used his athletic ability, his scientific interests, his yearning for adventure, and even his talent for drawing in a series of brilliant achievements that brought him and Norway to international fame. The reason why Norway is the centre of Environmental Learning and Outdoor Education is the Norwegians take these subjects seriously they have a connection with the environment through Outdoor Adventure and because of this they have started it has been noticed by Countries around the world especially the western countries who are the main problem to global warming for example in 2014, 150,000 litres of fuel contaminated soil close to the River Kennet in Wiltshire. The company Esso have said they will not take liability for this as thieves drilled into the pipelines. This simple greed of money that the world relies on today is killing the environment around the world. “Norway is one of the most well-resourced, prosperous, social welfare states in the world, yet the OECD (2011) recognized students' weak basic skills and insufficient teacher ability in content and pedagogy, along with engagement and imbalanced resources as points for educational improvement. (Anderson, Sarah K.; Terras, Katherine L. p1-16 2015.)”

The preceding description of a change in focus at CPIT (The Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology) gives one example of an educational institution that is grappling with the challenges of educating. It offers a vision of learning in the outdoors that reﬂects the distinctive characteristics of education in Aotearoa New Zealand. Outdoor education can feel out of place by failing to acknowledge there are other ways. portrayed in textbooks or toolkits written in other cultural contexts. “Furthermore, the role outdoor educators play in this ideal is through the adoption of outdoor practices where culture counts (Bishop & Berryman, 2006).”

Environmental Learning and Outdoor Adventure educators acknowledge the centrality of Native people that pervade practices to this date. Certain programmes and the population of outdoor enthusiasts generally, there is an awakened sense of acknowledgement and inquiry into indigenous spiritual practices to provide the more obvious native peoples role of providing the simple technologies like shelter, travel and survival best suited to Canadas environment. This can be linked directly to the scouting movement which ties off from these simple fundamentals. “Their story captivates us… a saga of common men set against a vast and indifferent landscape. The voyageur is as Canadian as a gunslinger is American or a samurai is Japanese. (Ferguson, 1997. P. 55).”  

Environmental Learning is important to Outdoor Education because without learning about the Environment you wouldn’t be able to understand the opportunities that comes with Outdoor Adventure for instance you won’t be spiritually connected with nature you’re not developing as an individual only as part of a group.  

In conclusion I think there is a concern that the amount of fieldwork in secondary schools is under threat. However, the evidence from research carried out around the world is that field work can have a range of beneficial impacts on participants. To be effective, field work needs to be carefully planned, thought fully implemented and followed up back at school. In planning activities, teachers and outdoor educators need to take account of factors such as students fears and phobias, prior experience and preferred learning styles. I also believe that if more western countries can follow the steps and fundamentals of Norway then the world will start to become more understanding of the Environment and how to approach it through Outdoor Adventure; As not only does it just help the world it helps people connect with their surroundings more and how to be sympathetic towards nature.
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