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Introduction

This report assesses the risk of the new high dependency dementia unit set up at the local hospital for patients with dementia from the nearest hospitals that will be transported to this new ward unit as there are many risks and hazards associated with impaired patients, for instance their mobility can cause a greater hazard for everything around them and they tend to be confused so everything must be double checked and safe proofed such as locked window or railed beds anything that can benefit their safety, including transport safety therefore all risks must be assessed before taking on these patients to ensure no laws are being broken and they are being taken care of accordingly whilst implementing these regulations.
Patients with Dementia are most likely to be aggressive and most likely to get hurt as behavior can sometimes be a symptom of dementia. There are many reasons as to why an individual with dementia may be aggressive. (Dettmore et al 2009). For instance the individual may have many difficulties such as communicating, memory loss, mobility, Their mental health and physical health may be a factor impacting the way the patient acts, for instance they may have pain or discomfort and may not know how to communicate that to the workers, leaving them agitated as they may not be able to understand or inform the nurses about their symptoms which can cause many issues. These symptoms can cause an issue in transportation as the transport providers may not be trained to deal with patients with dementia who may be confused and lost (IOP, 2019). Unit Wards have an obligation to ensure the safety of the patients and offer them and others around them instructions, whether it is in the hospital or on transport(NHS, 2019), It is very important to identify the risk and safety precautions for the safety of the patients and to offer the best quality care the hospital can offer as neighboring hospitals are trusting other hospitals with their patients (Dean, A 2022), However, everything must be done under legislation to ensure no laws are being broken and procedures are being followed.


	





method
The method picked is the four-step process which ‘according to Minett, A (2021) health and safety risk assessments are verifying important to ensure the safety of the workers and patients. He states that risk assessments enable organizations to conduct processes to prevent risks from happening. According to Minett, the risk assessment process should be to identify hazards that could harm or cause illness to others. The second step is to assess the risk and determine the likelihood and potential risks of each risk, to then act by implementing safety measures to minimize the risk for happening or stop it from happening. The last step is to then review the implemented safety measures to ensure it has minimized or tackled the risk completely or if it has caused a greater risk which would need more adjustments.
Therefore, the hazard identified is the patient being most likely to wander off and transportation being a safety concern as transportation is very limited as patients with dementia do not often get access to private transport which can arise the safety concerns as patients with dementia have a major difficulty navigating by themselves due to the lack of understanding they have trouble with processing information which can easily cause them to get hurt(Pinches, E, 2021). 
However since the patients are being transferred to the nearest hospitals they must und a way to ensure they get to their destination safely and unharmed, also measures must be implemented in the hospital as patients are more likely to also wander off in the hospital not just transportation as they might not know how to communicate with the staff and find where they want to be on their own which can cause them to be lost or to injure themselves depending on their mobility and the risks around them.  
Assessing the risk can involve cognitive assessment to determine the level of impairment each patient has therefore the staff know which patients are struggling mire and offer support they can do this by trying the mmse which is the mini- mental state examination (OME, 2022) therefore they know which ones to keep a closer eye on. The likely hood and potential impact of this risk is high as it can be seen on the risk assessment register and may not just affect the patient but others around the individual. This can affect others as known patients with dementia are most likely to be aggressive as they struggle with process information which causes them to become confused on where they are and causes them to self-defend themselves (Bjorklof et al, 2019). According to Zimmerman, s. and Fazio, s. (2022) control measures are used to ensure safety and better-quality care by implementing methods, introducing and reviewing procedures to ensure appropriate measures are being set in place. Therefore, a control measure implemented for this risk/hazard is modifying the environmentt to the ppatient'sability, for instance securing exits by installing locks on windows or applying more CCTV in the patients area and applying alarms on the doors to stop the patient from wondering off without alerting someone. According to Redcrier (2017) specialized training should also be provided as an implemented safety measure as it can prevent them from wandering off as it can understand their challenging news that they may face with dementia such as memory loss, by offering specialized training, transportation providers can offer support and can learn to deal with the challenges impaired patients face. For instance, they can learn to interact with them using a clear and understanding communication to help the patient get to their destination safely in supportive environment for their well-being or ensuring that the transportation exits are safe so that the patient doesn't just wander off (Department of health, 2000). Being in a non-supportive or calming environment might allow the patient to become frightened and aggressive therefore it is very important these measure and training are put into place, so it is easier for people to recognize these signs and help the patient out.
The patient should then be reviewed and monitored sometimes to ensure the effectiveness of the control measures implemented (Vincent, C et al 2014). For instance, to ensure transportation providers are being trained enough and have ensure patients get to their destination safely and that the patients are being communicated with well in the transportation and hospital so that they are able to understand where the patient is trying to go. This also includes inspections of wards and transport to ensure that the alarms and locked windows have kept the patients safe from wandering off and causing themselves harm. Therefore, it is very important to review if the measures have benefited the safety of the patients and others as if it has not then the implemented risks must be monitored to ensure that the risks haven't become more severe and have changed (Pantaleon, 2019) Otherwise more adjustments must be made to tackle this problem and offer the best quality care.





Compliance 


When conducting this risk assessment, it's important to consider any relevant legislative requirements to ensure compliance. For instance, evaluating legal obligations to help evaluate legal responsibilities under important legislation to ensure these measures are appropriate and that it complies with the law (legislation, 2024). Regulations must be identified and able to be apply into the aspects of the risk assessment, in other words legislations must be found that is relevant to the situation, for instance environmental regulations, health and safety laws or any other laws that are relevant. According to Risk optics (2023) companies should analyze classification of risk in health, which can be split up into different categories.
A category may be legal/ regulatory impact which means the company may face penalties and fines due to violating the law or compliance requirements needed to tackle their issues. Client/ patient safety which includes problems like medication errors, in other words failing to follow evidence based approaches, technological which covers the all the tools needed to ensure that everything flows smoothy and correctly, operational which is risks related to management, for instance poor management or not having enough staff to ensure all patients are being looked after fairly. Another category may be the reputational impact which can damage the organizational image which can cause staff to be fired and hospital wards to be shut down. In other words, a compliance risk assessment is a methodological procedure for the legal requirements to come into place.
For instance the health and safety at work  act (1974) complies with the risk assessed as control measures have been identified with the patient with dementia being most likely to fall due to their mobility and lack of equipment as training can be provided, this act states that adequate staff training must be offered to ensure health and safety procedures are reviewed and understood. 
Another legislation that complies with the measures being implemented from the risk assessment of a patient being most likely to wander off and harming themselves but having enough specialized training according to the patient and modifying the environment around them, complies with the manual handling operations act 2002 as this regulation states it is responsible for workers controlling and minimizing the risk of harm in the work place due to manual handling and explains how to assess and reduce these risks. From not having the right equipment such as window locks or alarms to keeping the patient safe (Lives, H.W 2024).
Overall, a legislation/ regulation that complies with the risks of leaving the patient agitated and aggressive is the Human right act 1998 which ensure that the voices of the impaired patients are heard so that they don't get agitated when they cant communicate and benefits their wellbeing (institute of human rights, 2021)
Accoring to Mental capacity act code of practice (2007) regulation that complies with Medication Managemet issues may be the mental capacity act 2005 which ensures treatment is not being done improperly. For instance, giving the wrong medication to the patient is against the law so this regulation protects the patients and provides a safe environment for the patient and it also depends on the patient taking the medication correctly or abusing the medication which then becomes self-neglect.

Therefore, the legislation/regulations act must be followed whilst implementing these measures to ensure no legal action is taken towards the hospital for not reviewing these laws and that the patients are being taken care of correctly.
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4. RISK ASSESSMENT REGISTER




	Ref
	Risk Description
	Likelihood of occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Impact of Risk occurrence (Score 1-5)
	Risk Score (Likelihood x Occurrence)
	Risk Severity (High, Medium, or Low)

	
1
	More likely to fall due to a variety of factors, including the patient's mobility which can be worsen due to transportation, being continent or incontinent and lack of equipment 
	3
	4
	12
	medium

	
2
	More likely to wonder off and harm themselves due to the inability and lack of understanding instructions/ processing information and transportation as it may be limited
	4
	5
	20
	high

	
3
	More likely to be aggressive and agitated due to confusion due to their delusions or hallucinations, which can frighten then and cause them to act in self defence 
	5
	4
	20
	high

	
4
	More likely to self-neglect due to their cognitive impairment and not being able to communicate issues that they may want the caregivers to understand which can affect their mental health and the way the patient acts towards themselves
	4
	4
	16
	medium

	
5
	More likely for medication management issues to arise due to impaired memory which they may forget to take the medication or feeling certain side effects that the patient might not be able to recognize and communicate with the caregiver
	3
	2
	6
	low












Conclusion

The purpose of this risk assessment was to inform and to ensure that risks are being assessed for these patients with dementia as they struggle with many impairments and that everything is in place for them so that they are always secured in the hospital and safe (Evotix, 2023). The findings of this risk assessment were overall very beneficial as there is a lot of information on the importance of ensuring the patient is a priority in care and training is being offered to minimize this risks from happening and if it is there are many implemented measures that can be used to take immediate action this risk assessment also informs on the likelihood of the identified risks using the 4 step process to make sure everything is being highlighted. A specific control measure or action to mitigate these risks is to modify the environment according to the patient as it protects them at all times and helps others around them get training on how to tackle these risks if they ever arise, whether it's at the hospital or during transportation with other crowds the transportation providers must also be advised about these safety measure so that transportation is not being limited to these patients. To conclude this risk assessment every hazard must always be identified and evaluated to implement measures to minimize these risks from happening. This focuses attention on risk management being a main priority to ensure health and safety acts are being complied and the wellbeing of patients and workers are being looked after, by just conducting a risk assessment all these problems can be rid of which benefits everyone and prevents the worse from happening (Xeinadin, 2024).
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