
Gender, Race, Religion and Crime
(BMCP6001)
Assignment – 2


Osian Matthews











In the modern era protests and political movements are not uncommon, from anti-vaccine protests to the recent Just Stop Oil protests it seems wherever we turn there is a protest or movement of some form. However, possibly the biggest, most controversial and certainly most talked about political movement is the Black Lives Matter movement.

The astronomical rise of Black Lives Matter has been apparent particularly since the killing of George Floyd in 2020. In order to analyse the rise of the Black Lives Matter movement it is important to first understand exactly what the goals of the movement are and how it originated. Contrary to popular belief Black Lives Matter did not begin in response to the killing of George Floyd, rather, the movement originated almost a decade earlier. Black Lives Matter, commonly abbreviated to BLM, began in 2013 as reported by the official BLM website (2022) in response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman who fatally shot unarmed black teenager Trayvon Martin.

The aims and ambitions of BLM include achieving liberation for black people as well as end white supremacy as stated by BLM (2022) the organisation aims to achieve these goals through policy change as well as investment into black communities.

BLM has become a worldwide movement as reported by Gale (2021) demonstrations and protests the throughout the United States as a result of police brutality brought more and more attention to the movement. Particularly one protest in Ferguson, Missouri where protesters were met with police using weapons such as tear gas. This incident brought national attention to BLM resulting in more and more people joining the cause. BLM had received so much attention within the US that it became a major talking point and topic of debate in the 2016 presidential election. As stated by Drakulich (2020) Democratic candidate Hilary Clinton acknowledged the evidence of intuitional racism within the police system and generally supporting the movement whilst also respecting police officers. In summary, Clinton's approach to the topic was to, in essence pander to both sides by supporting BLM whilst also supporting the police. On the other hand, Republican candidate Donald Trump took a radical approach to the topic by explicitly expressing his support for police officers and palming BLM off by calling them troublemakers. The debates around BLM throughout the 2016 election had worldwide attention it's unclear whether these debates and any real impact on the result of the election however if one thing was highlighted it was the fact that BLM had gone from an idea to a global political movement.
As discussed above BLM has been a global political movement since at least 2016 however, that was only the beginning. Support for BLM rose to an all-time high in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd. George Floyd was killed by police in Minneapolis in 2020. Floyd was killed by an officer kneeling on his neck for over 8 minutes. Floyds death resulted in widespread rioting and protesting across the US. George Floyd’s case unlike other cases such as the case of Eric Garner who was also killed by police in New York in 2014 had a bigger impact due to a few reasons as highlighted by Christian (2022). Floyd, died at the scene, whereas Garner died later in hospital. This detail has a huge impact as it due to the fact Garner was still alive on the way to the hospital makes it unclear how much effect the police had on his death. Floyd however, as he died on the scene its clear that the kneeling was the cause of death. George Floyd was initially arrested by the police for using a counter-fit $20 note, as the crime was not violent or serious the level of force used by police can be seen as not justified. Furthermore, what makes this case different to others is the fact that it was recorded by passers-by then distributed to social media. Within a day the video had spread through social medias as well as was on display for all major news outlets within the US. 
The modern age and the use of social media can be weaponised in that it can be used to mobilise people and boost political movements, as discussed by Mundt (2018) social media can be used to increase participation and protests, furthermore, the reach of social media allows political movements to always be within earshot which keeps people talking about it. BLM used hashtags such as #BLM to always stay relevant. In addition, social media can be used as a way to connect groups and strengthen movements to unite against a common goal.
The death of George Floyd sparked protests and demonstrations across the US. Social media use has been fundamental to the rise of BLM.

The correlation between the death of George Floyd and the rise of support for BLM is undeniable as highlighted by Horowitz (2020) in June 2020 in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd a massive 66% of Americans said they supported BLM, for comparison, a survey in 2017 reported that 55% of Americans supported BLM. This suggests the death of George Floyd and the resulting demonstrations were accountable for the 11% rise in support.
The increased support for BLM can also the evidenced by the fact that as researched by ACLED (2020) the number of demonstrations and protests associated with BLM reached record highs in the aftermath of the death of George Floyd. It is reported that between the 26th of May (the day after Floyds death) and the 22nd of August there were over 7750 demonstrations across 2440 locations and all 50 states throughout the US. This highlights the impact Floyds death had on the increase of demonstrations.

BLM, since the death of George Floyd has become larger than ever, with some even calling it the largest movement in American history. as reported by Harvard (2020) there have been between 15 and 26 million people participating BLM protests across the US since the death of George Floyd, for reference, this number is larger than the civil rights movement in the 60’s as well as the women march in 2017.

As discussed above, BLM has become the largest movement in US history, however like all movements, there are criticisms and different viewpoints worth looking at. George Floyds death and the subsequent demonstrations and support for BLM came at a very interesting time. 2020 was the year which saw the global pandemic that was Covid-19. Due to this there was a massive impact on demonstrations never seen before throughout history. At the time, there were concerns that large groups protesting in close proximity may be responsible for the rise of covid-19, even as far as the US president at the time Donald Trump claiming there was a link between demonstrations and rising number of infections as reported by MSNBC (2020). However, on the contrary, research from Neyman (2020) disputes these claims and found that individual protestors in the aftermath of George Floyds death did not contribute to covid case rate, furthermore, it was found that despite there being a small increase in cases as it was so small compared to the overall case rates it can be considered insignificant.

another criticism of the BLM protests is that they are violent and cause unnecessary unrest findings from Parker (2020) found that six in ten adults in the US believe there are protesters taking advantage of the protests to engage in criminal behaviour. However, these claims can be disregarded as research from the Spokesman (2020) shows that the overwhelming majority of 97% of BLM protests were not violent. Therefore, the narrative that the protests cause violence is false. Furthermore, research from Chaudhary (2022) found that police disproportionally target BLM protesters for violent intervention. The research found that 9% of BLM protests were met with some form of intervention, compared to 4% of right-wing demonstrations and 3% of all other protests. This research illustrates that BLM is unfairly targeted for intervention despite being 97% peaceful. In addition, there may be an argument that the 3% of protests which turned violent may have been instigated by the police themselves.
Astonishingly, within highly reported incidents of violence within BLM demonstrations there may have been infiltration from other groups in order to create more racial tension and increase violence. Treisman (2020) reports how a man wielding a sledgehammer broke windows and graffitied on a store in order to escalate tensions and cause civil unrest. This man was later identified to be part of a white supremacist group. This is a particular cause for concern as if more and more white supremacists infiltrate BLM protests with the intention to cause violence it will firstly, cause injuries and possibly death and secondly it will undermine the real goal of the protests. If the public begin associating BLM protests with rioting and violence support for BLM will decrease.

It is clear the impact that BLM has had over the past 4 years has been astounding as they have become the biggest movement in US history and ruffled the feathers of white America. The results of the work and demonstrations speak for themselves, Ray (2022) reports how BLM has helped achieve changes to policing such as racial bias training as well as body worn cameras. Furthermore, BLM has shifted public opinion drastically, as it opened America eyes to racial Injustice, the fact that 50% of white people believe that the police have racial issue is a positive result of the campaigning and work being put in to illustrate the bigger picture. This is reinforced by Dunivin (2022) who suggests how protests and demonstrations were often followed by attention through social media promoting the movement. 

To conclude, it is clear from the researched carried out above that the rise of BLM particularly since the tragic death of George Floyd has been monumental. The rise in support can be attributed to many things such as social media and its use to create connections and get people talking, as well as the campaigns carried out by BLM has resulted in increased support. However, the most significant incident which resulted in increased support was not the work by BLM rather, the racial injustice by the police force. The rise in support in the immediate aftermath of George Floyds death was incredible as it opened people’s eyes to the reality of life as a black person in white America. As discussed at the beginning of this essay BLM have goals which include policy change, which they have achieved as there has been police reform. Of course, there are criticisms of the movement however, as evidenced above many of these criticisms such as the violent protests claim, hold no water. The biggest thing BLM have achieved since their establishment in 2013 is becoming the biggest political movement in US history and certainly solidifying themselves as a global movement known across the world. However, although the work BLM has done has been revolutionary, there is always more to be achieved.
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