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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME:  
Connor Costello
	STUDENT ID No.: 
1920589

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Identifying the main factors of Anti-Social Behaviour and evaluate how the police can help reduce these causes in England and Wales

INTRODUCTION:
Antisocial behaviour is difficult to define as it is subjective to the individual but Antisocial behaviour is defined by the Antisocial behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 as any act that has caused or is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any person (Legislation.gov, 2014). 

Antisocial behaviour is a key area that both all UK based constabularies are evaluated on when yearly statistics are published. In statistics published from 2021, England and Wales police constabularies received 1,385,749 crime reports about anti-social behaviour. When compared to the previous year of 2020, the number of crime reports linked to antisocial behaviour was published as 1,752,174. This is a decrease of 26% in total across the UK (CrimeRate, 2021). However, I do not believe these figures are a true reflection of the full extent of antisocial behaviour. I believe that the Coronavirus pandemic has had a drastic impact on the antisocial behaviour rates as the Government enforced lockdown required members of the nation to remain in their own households. As a result of this, there were lower crime and antisocial behaviour reports. I also witnessed this first hand working throughout the Pandemic as a response officer. When reviewing a capitol city such as Cardiff, it is clear from the table below that antisocial behaviour rates are on an upwards trend when looking at the crime rate per 1000 residents (CrimeRate, 2022).
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Figure 1 – Crime Stats of Cardiff (Source: CrimeRate)

The purpose of this study is to identify and understand the leading causes of anti-social behaviour in England and Wales. By highlighting the leading causes of these incidents and looking to address them will help to ensure that less members of the public are subjected to incidents of Anti-social behaviour. 

Justification:
I have chosen to study this subject due to my own experiences in my career and those of my colleagues. I have been a serving frontline police officer for over two years within South Wales Police and I have seen the effect that antisocial behaviour can have on vulnerable and intimidated members of the communities that I serve. 

There have been multiple investigations into antisocial behaviour playing a major part in a person’s death and this is highlighted best in the case of Fiona Pilkington (HSAB, 2009). Fiona and her disabled daughter Francecca died on the 23rd of October 2007 as a result of Fiona intentionally dowsing their clothing in petrol and setting them alight in a parked vehicle. It was stated by the Independent Police Complaints Commission that the Leicester Police Force did not identify them as both vulnerable and repeat victims of antisocial behaviour despite the amount of incidents reported by Fiona. This was a key factor in the appropriate support not being put in place for the family (TrueVison, no date). 

An investigation was recently launched in my area whereby a low-level antisocial behaviour incident resulted in a large scale fire that caused millions of pounds worth of damage and caused major disruption to the local community.

I believe that trying to identify the key factors that cause Antisocial behaviour will allow the police to intervene and possibly reduce the frequency of such issues. This study can also bring greater awareness to front line officers as I will be collecting and analysing officer’s experiences and opinions so that antisocial behaviour can more easily be identified. 








	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I wish to collect the views of serving officers on the topic of Antisocial behaviour. I believe this will give me a solid basis to evaluate the experiences of the officers and the factors they believe influence the topic. 

I also wish to gather information on the key issues that officers believe are causing the incidents to occur. I will be looking for a difference in answers between frontline officers and the others to see if there are any distinguishing patterns that emerge between these two groups.

I will then analyse the information gathered and attempt to highlight where the policing organisations could improve their responses to reports made.


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I understand that there is currently a plethora of studies on antisocial behaviour available to myself on the internet and legislation. Through my own experiences in my career, I have been involved in a large number of these incidents, both serious and otherwise. Throughout the study I will be referring back to the Antisocial behaviour, Crime and Policing act 2014 as mentioned above as this was created in an effort to tackle the issues.

There is already published work that provides solid ground work titled ‘Anti-social Behaviour’ which I will using as further reading to support my research (Millie, 2008). I will be cross referencing the factors I identify with the ones highlighted by Millie to isolate any common themes. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

It is stated that Research is the process of collecting, analysing, and interpreting data in order to understand a phenomenon (Williams, 2007). I will be using research methods based on qualitative data for this study (Scribbr, no date). I am looking to use this variety of data as I believe that this will provide a better data sample due to antisocial behaviour being subjective to the individual. This will allow me to identify any common factors in the views of the participants. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking serving police officers from various departments about their experiences and views about anti-social behaviour. My main focus will be engaging with the neighbourhood department which consists of neighbourhood police officers and police community support officers as they are regarded as the key liaison point between the police and the communities they serve (College of Policing, 2022). I have confidence that the perspectives of these officers will present the best results for analysis.

I will seek to gain the sample required in three ways. I will be designing a questionnaire to gather brief perspectives on the issue. I will then look to complete a multiple week attachment with the neighbourhood department to allow myself to build a better understanding about the extent of the issues and gain their perspective when dealing with incidents of this nature. Finally, I will be interviewing an officer who works in this department as I believe their views to be vital to this study as they experience antisocial behaviour incidents first hand on a daily basis. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

It is stated that like most conflicts that can be disputed with facts and objective truths, ethical issues are more subjective and open to opinions and interpretation (Reference, 2020). I have not identified any ethical issues that would arise from my research but I believe that there will be some disagreements in regards to what is classed as anti-social behaviour, this is again to there being no clear definition to apply to incidents.


	TIME SCALE:

I will be completing this research whilst working around both family and personal commitments alongside full time employment working shifts. I will also be required to complete additional university work in this time so I have factored that into the timeframes. I have drafted a proposed timetable to complete this project which can be seen below.
	Date
	Task
	Completed?

	May 22
	Submit research proposal and ethics form
	x

	June 22
	Draft questionnaire and arrange attachment/interviews
	

	June 22
	Detailed research into the current literature published
	

	July 22
	Submit Literature Review
	

	Aug 22
	Complete attachment with neighbourhood team
	

	Sept 22
	Complete research methods chapter and submit
	

	Oct 22
	Complete analysis of results and submit
	

	Nov 22
	Complete findings chapter and submit
	

	Dec 22
	Complete introduction and recommendations chapter
	

	Dec 22
	Gather all submissions into final year project
	

	Jan 23
	Print and submit final year project
	


Figure 2 – Final Project Schedule
I will look to stick to this schedule to allow myself appropriate time to complete and analyse the research I have carried out.












[bookmark: _GoBack]

	REFERENCE LIST:

College of Policing (2022). Police Community Support Officers. Available at: Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) - College of Policing (Accessed 14/05/2022)

CrimeRate (2021). Antisocial Behaviour in the UK. Available at: Anti-Social Behaviour Crime and Safety Statistics | CrimeRate (Accessed 14/05/2022)

CrimeRate (2022). Crime and Safety in Cardiff. Available at: Cardiff Crime and Safety Statistics (crimerate.co.uk) (Accessed 14/05/2022)

Legislation.gov (2014). Anti-social behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014. Available at: Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 (legislation.gov.uk) (Accessed 14/05/2022)
Millie, A., 2008. Anti-social behaviour. McGraw-Hill Education (UK).

Reference, 2020. What is an ethical issue? Available at: What Is an Ethical Issue? (reference.com) (Accessed 15/05/2022)

Scribbr, no date. Research Methods | Definitions, Types, Examples. Available at: Research Methods | Definitions, Types, Examples (scribbr.com) (Accessed 15/05/2022)

TrueVison (No Date). Investigation Report. Available at : IPCC publishes Fiona Pilkington investigation report - True Vision (report-it.org.uk) (Accessed 15/05/2022)

Williams, C. (2007) “Research Methods”, Journal of Business & Economics Research (JBER), 5(3). doi: 10.19030/jber.v5i3.2532. pg. 65


Word Count: 1161




[bookmark: TITUS1FooterFirstPage] 

[bookmark: TITUS1FooterEvenPages] 


[bookmark: TITUS1FooterPrimary] 

image1.png
PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

Y Drindod Dewi Sant
UNIVERSITY OF WALES
\ Trinity Saint David

SWANSEA - ABERTAWE





image2.png
o | Anti-Social X | Whatisan' X | <& References x | @ ethicalissu: X | Q ethicalissu X | @ anti-social = X Definingar X | | CardiffCrir X | & — o X
& C ()  https://crimerate.co.uk/south-glamorgan/cardiff A 0D 8 o= .
PR PlanetRock 1 Moodle [ Knowledge Hub [O] RedBox [7) FavouritesBar [% Bing ) Other favourites
Crime Rate Per 1,000 Residents

Crime 2018 2019 2020 2021 Trend

Anti-Social Behaviour 26 23 37 30 + Getting worse

Bicycle Theft 37 36 29 27 1 Safer

Burglary 6 5 50 49 1 safer

Criminal Damage and Arson 9 10 8 8 1 Safer

Drugs 40 45 50 43 + Getting worse

Other Crime 16 16 14 13 1 safer

Other Theft 9 9 6 7 T safer

Search by area
Possession of Weapons 070 0.81 065 0.62 1 Safer
H A Type here to search





