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Course Overview

This module addresses the relation between individual and society from a variety of angles afforded by modern theoretical traditions. Understandings of the conditions, sources and determinants of selfhood and identity will lie at the root of debates across social studies, as will assumptions about the nature of ‘the individual’ and its relation to those ‘socializing’ factors – class, culture, gender and others – which place a given individual within a particular set of social relations.  In taking a critical look at such concepts, this module will explore some or all of the following:

Theme 1:
Modernity and its contradictions: the optimism of theory and the sublimation of the individual.

Theme 2: Durkheim collective subject and the individual, Marxism and methodological individualism, human nature and the self, individualism or collectivism.

Theme 3: selfhood and identity, as seen in different philosophical traditions.

Theme 4: Language, inclusion and exclusion: the relation between ‘self’ and ‘other’, understandings of social justice, social, ethical and political philosophy and theory.

ASSESSMENT

Coursework 
100%

Two assignments (2500 words each)
50% each

Example assignment: ‘Some theorists claim that human behaviour involves agency and thus presupposes mental states, and such mental dispositional states can not be reduced to biological or physiological states. Discuss this in relation to his idea of a ‘self-image’.’

Specific reading will be suggested in relation to the topics & will be available on moodle. 
Information

The course is taught by blocks with notes & readings. The notes & readings for each topic will be available on Moodle, accessible via http://vle.lamp.ac.uk  You will need to login using your TSD username and password, and then select “Self & Society (CSPH7041)” from “My modules.” relevant readings for block will also be available via moodle. You should not feel restricted to these readings only – the library holds numerous books on the the topics and the philosophers covered in this module. Also there are plenty of relevant journal articles available. Despite being distant students you should be prepared to discuss the topic and/or with questions about the reading/lecture & such questions will in the main be disseminated throughout the notes.
Assessment


Essay Topics

1. “There is still a significant amount of confusion about what modernity is and whether postmodernity is merely an extension of the self-critique begun in the Enlightenment.” Critically examine and assess the validity of this statement using your understanding of its terms
2. Can we defend Marxism against the charge of anti-humanism by allowing that it posits a form of methodological individualism?

3. What do you take Durkheim to mean when he refers to societies as moral entities?

4. Post-structuralism is to bring about the '.death of the subject' or 'de-centring of the subject. What do understand them to mean by this term?
5. Action in society is ‘individual’ as well as ‘social.”   Discuss this statement with reference to Weber’s theory of social action. 

6. Contemporary on ‘social justice’  owes much to  Rawls’ ‘theory of justice’ for the moral justification of its approach. Do you agree?

7. In Lukács’ Humanist Marxism  how is ‘class-consciousness’ consequential  on  a  unified subject? 

8. ‘Personality is neither quantifiable or measurable’ Discuss in relation to biological essentialist theories of self-hood.

9. Critically evaluate the relationship between the values of individual autonomy, freedom and equality?

10. ‘The phenomenological view of self-hood is based on an unrealistic assessment of the power of conscious reflection and behaviour’ Discuss.

11. What does Althusser mean by such terms as ‘overdetermination’ and ‘determination in the last instance’? 

12. ‘Individual self-hood is entirely determined by social factors outside of the individual’s control.’ Discuss
These titles may be added to as the module progresses.

Marking Criteria

To gain a distinction a student must:

a) Have chosen the most relevant and appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations in relation to the topic.

b) Have shown a clear and detailed understanding of the contributions these studies have made in the area of the topic.

c) Have shown that they are aware of the tentative nature of some of the evidence and claims.

d) Have integrated these particular philosophical contributions into the topic as a whole.

To gain a merit there may be:

a) Some omissions or inaccuracies in the choice or reporting of some of philosophical concepts, positions and explanations Such deficiencies will be sufficient to deny the award of a distinction.

b) A lack of clarity or critical judgement concerning the contributions described.  However such confusions must be minor and partial.

c) Some missed implications of the philosophical concepts, positions and explanations that have been included for understanding the topic.

d) The material must be integrated into the topic

A pass will be awarded where:

a) The relevant philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are included appropriately but they lack detail and imply only superficial understanding.

b) Shows some awareness is shown of the tentative nature of much of the material.                

 c) The appropriate philosophical concepts, positions and explanations are described but only a partially successful attempt is made to link them to the topic under investigation 

d) The philosophical theories are only partially integrated into the topic.           

A student will be referred where

a) There are important omissions of substantial material and that which is included lacks sufficient detail to enable the reader to appreciate its inclusion.

b) Summaries are superficial and uncritical

c) No attempt is made to relate the material included to the

Topic described.

d) Such material as is included is largely anecdotal and has little of theoretical merit to commend its inclusion.

e) No or little attempt is made to integrate the material into the body of the assignment.

