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8,000 word project:  √    
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   


	NAME: Katie Acreman

	STUDENT ID No.: 2016912

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: WHAT IS THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES AND THE CHILD’S LIKELIHOOD TO ENGAGE IN CRIMINALITY IN WALES?

INTRODUCTION:
Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs) are described by Young Minds as “highly stressful, and potentially traumatic, events or situations that occur during childhood and/or adolescence”. It is also important to note that these vary and can be “a single event, or prolonged threats to, and breaches of, the young person’s safety, security, trust or bodily integrity” (Young Minds Trust, 2018). ACES include, but are not limited to; physical, sexual and emotional abuse, and if a child lives with someone who has addiction issues such as alcohol, drugs and gambling problems. Other examples include children who are exposed to domestic violence, children who live with someone who has been involved in the prison system or those with serious mental health issues. It also relates to children who may have lost a parent, whether that may be through death or through divorce/abandonment. ACEs are super common and affect a large volume of the general population. The Centre for Disease Control and Prevention reported that 61% of adults in the UK had experienced at least one adverse experience as a child and 16% had experienced four or more (CDC, 2019). The impact of ACEs is wide ranging and can lead to harmful and destructive effects such as a higher risk of physical and mental health problems in adulthood, difficulty in managing emotions and building and maintaining healthy relationships (NHS, 2021). Furthermore, ACEs make a child statistically more likely to engage in violent behaviour in adulthood which often results in criminality (Reavis, 2013). Therefore, it this imperative that interventions are made early and research remains as current as possible.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· Identify patterns in different geographical locations in Wales.
· Analyse how different sociological factors affect the probability of children experiencing adversity.  
· Explore familial links between adults who experienced ACEs and whose children are now also experiencing adversity. 
· Assess the connections between specific examples of ACEs, and the types of criminality those children go onto commit as adults.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem

The term “Adverse Childhood Experiences” (ACEs) was coined in 1995 by the Center for Disease Control and the Kaiser Permanente health care organisation (Harvard University, n.d.). The study was the first of its’ kind and focused on three types of adversity; abuse, neglect and household dysfunction. Although the number of different types of ACEs has significantly increased since the original study, the overall findings of the CDC remain true today. Firstly ACEs are common, with the majority of the population report having experienced at least one ACE. Secondly, there is a strong correlation between a child experiencing multiple ACES being more likely to experience poor outcomes in adulthood. Another leading conclusion was the requirement for early preventative methods. Reviewing the original study will be central to the dissertation as it will allow comparisons and similarities to be drawn with more modern research.

In order to narrow the research aim down, it is key to look at patterns between ACEs and different geographical locations and sociological groups within Wales. There is some existing research on this, particularly because of the Welsh Government’s promise to prioritise ACE’s, however there is room for more. Research will also be absorbed from the 2015 Public Health Wales (PHW) study into ‘The prevalence of Adverse Childhood Experiences and their impact on health-harming behaviours in the Welsh adult population” and the follow up study in 2017 (Welsh Government, 2021).

Additionally the NHS have produced some reports on support such as CAHMS they are able to put into place, as well as noting statistics surrounding the topic. As well as other medical journals and criminal/sociological journals.

Books and journal articles from the university reading list will also aid in the actual writing of the dissertation.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

The main form of research that will be conducted will be through anonymous surveys. The topic of adverse childhood experiences is complex and considered a sensitive area by many. Therefore anonymity is key as it creates a sense of trust from the participant. Importantly, it also creates a an environment in which the participants are more likely to give real answers, as they feel they cannot be linked back to potentially sensitive or personal response (Holleran, 2020). Additionally, the topic involves vulnerable groups such as children and adults who may have mental/physical health problems and therefore those demographics may be hard to reach within the time frame of the dissertation. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The main demographic affected by adverse childhood experiences are vulnerable groups such as children and adults with potential ailments, addiction issues and/or involvement within the criminal justice system. It may therefore prove difficult to access these groups of people, especially when adults who were victim to ACEs, are likely to have negative perceptions of the Police if they have had previous dealings with them or social services. 

Additionally, the original CDC found that even middle class children had experienced at least one ACE, which proves how vast childhood misfortune is. Therefore the main target sample will be the general public, as this will provide a wider pool of people from varying back grounds, which will ideally result in a more diverse questionnaire.

Furthermore, the dissertation is likely to benefit from the expertise of a professional linked to the field. However, discussions will need to be had  in relation to the accessibility of this. 



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

Again, the most probable ethical issue that might need to be discussed prior to the research, is the vulnerability of the demographics involved; children who are automatically vulnerable because of their age being below 18. In particular these are children who may require extra care and support due to being at risk of harmful and dangerous home lives (OECD Library, 2019). 

Other prevalent issues identified by professionals who have already studied ACEs are that of “fearing they may make it worse” and “facing evil” (Albaek, Kinn and Milde, 2017). This is another aspect that may arise through the dissertation. 

Additionally there may be more person issues that surface such as feelings of doubt and inadequacy. 
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