6 – Edit a record
In this handout, we will create a web interface to allow the user to edit a record into the database. 
Here is a screenshot of the current state of the table (people)
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We will write a web interface to allow us to edit the surname field.
1. The user interface can be set up in a similar way as with the Delete record, with a button next to each record:
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Here is the PHP code for the above: (PHP highlighted in grey)
<?include("conninfo.php"); 

$query="SELECT * from people";  

$result = mysqli_query($link,$query) or die("Couldn't execute query");?>
<table border="1">

<?

while($r=mysqli_fetch_array($result))  

{

?>
<tr>

<td><?echo $r["id"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["firstname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["surname"];?></td>

<td><?echo $r["dateofbirth"];?></td>

<form action="enteredit.php" method="post">


//Form is within while loop
<td>

<input type="hidden" value="<?echo $r["id"];?>" name="id">
//hidden value to store id

<input type="submit" value="Edit">

  

//Submit button
</td>

</form>

</tr>

<?

}

?>
</table>

The hidden value in the previous code

 <input type="hidden" value="<?echo $r["id"];?>" name="id">
is used to store the id of each record. This allows the PHP code to know which button was pressed. 

2. Receive hidden data (id of record) from enteredit.php page and store in variables:
$idtoedit=$_POST["id"];


//get data from the form
3. Next we need to create an interface suitable for editing the record:
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To do this, we need to connect to the database to retrieve the current state of the surname field (“Morgan”). We already have the id of the record we need.
The code for this page is shown below:

<?include("conninfo.php");

$idtoedit=$_POST["id"];

$query=“SELECT * FROM people WHERE id=$idtoedit”;

$result=mysqli_query($link,$query);

$r=mysql_fetch_array($result);

?>
<h2>Edit surname</h2>

<form action=”doedit.php” method=”post”>
Enter surname to edit: <input type=”text” name=”surname” value=”<?echo $r[“surname”];?>”>
<input type="hidden" value="<?echo $r["id"];?>" name="id">
<br><br>

<input type=”submit” value=”Edit”>

</form>

Finally we will bring the new surname data and the id of the record require through to a third page, doedit.php which will make the change in the database.
4. Create UPDATE query:
UPDATE people SET surname='$newsurname' WHERE id=$idtoedit

Name of table
field in table 
new data



5. Finally, use the query within the PHP.
Here is the complete PHP page for doedit.php:
<?include("conninfo.php");
$idtoedit=$_POST["id"];

$newsurname=$_POST["surname"];
$query ="UPDATE people SET surname='$newsurname' WHERE id=$idtoedit"
$result=mysqli_query($link,$query);

?>
Note: It is very important to use a WHERE clause when updating records. 
If we forget, it is very easy to damage the database. 

For example, if we used the query:

$query=”UPDATE people SET surname=’Thomas’”

Without a WHERE clause, all the records would have the surname changed:
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As you can see, in the above example we have accidentally overwritten the surname field. 

Editing more than one field
If we wish to edit more than one field, simply separate the fields with commas:

UPDATE people SET firstname='$newfirstname' , surname='$newsurname' WHERE id=$idtoedit
        first field 


       second field
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