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Abstract:
The report focuses on the inclusion of non-religious worldviews in the RE curriculum firstly looking at the inclusion of atheism and following that, humanism. The report looks closely at the merits of including each of these in the curriculum whilst detailing any negative impact that this may have. Following this, the report discusses the calls to change RE to “religion and worldviews” or other alternatives in order to reflect a more secularised society, where the subject can openly include and discuss other worldviews to the benefit of young people for the future.








1. Introduction
The following report shall detail the calls for the GCSE religious education curriculum to include non-religious worldviews, for example, Atheist and Humanist elements in view of an ever secular and non-religious population. The report shall use the work of scholars and academics in the field whilst also utilizing media sources to discuss the merits of including such non-religious worldviews in the curriculum. The report shall also detail other general factors which impede curriculum reform for RE.
1.1 Definitions
· Humanism is described as a system of thought where one attaches the utmost importance to human issues rather than being devoted to the divine or supernatural entities.
· Atheism is defined as the disbelief in the existence of God or gods.

2. Inclusion of Humanism
A humanist is someone who understands the universe in a scientific way, rejecting the supernatural and are usually either an atheist (lack of belief in the existence of God or gods) or agnostic (believing that one cannot know about the existence or nature of God). Humanism also focuses on ethical decisions which are based on ‘reason, empathy, and a concern for human beings and other sentient animals’.[footnoteRef:1] Furthermore, humanists concentrate on creating happiness in this life for themselves and others in the probability of no afterlife. [1:  Humanists UK, ‘Humanism’. https://humanism.org.uk/humanism/ [Accessed: 02 November 2018].] 

2.1 Background
There have been several calls from humanists to include humanism in the GCSE religious education curriculum in light of its increasing membership and the increased interest in non-religious worldviews. Humanists UK, for example, is one of the leading figures in the campaign for the reform of the curriculum who campaign because they want an inclusive curriculum where pupils in all schools have the opportunity to access, learn and assess many religious beliefs with the inclusion of non-religious worldviews being equally as important.
2.2 Report from the Department for Education
The Department for Education published advice to schools in 2013 which later removed beliefs such as atheism and humanism from its advice on keeping to the Independent School Standards which require schools to promote democracy, the rule of law, and mutual respect and tolerance for faiths and beliefs.[footnoteRef:2] This angered many humanists, as the Department for Education was consulting on the updating of subject content for GCSE and A Level religious studies and therefore this organisation would have a pivotal role in the inclusion of non-religious worldviews in the subject content. One further criticism of the advice from the Department for Education was in that the report made reference to the need for pupils to be encouraged to cultivate mutual respect and tolerance for all faiths and beliefs, however, they included no such advice for those with no religious beliefs. This leaves humanists and other organisations who promote non-religious beliefs feeling that their views are being ignored by the government even though there are increasingly less young people who are religious. [2:  ____________, ‘First GCSE, now British Values: Government again deletes atheism and humanism from study’. https://humanism.org.uk/2014/12/01/first-gcse-now-british-values-government-deletes-atheism-humanism-study/ [Accessed: 07 November 2018].] 

2.3 Further calls by Humanists UK for the inclusion of humanism
Further reports by Humanists UK suggests that ‘between a half and two-thirds of young people today do not have a religion’ and therefore they call on the syllabus to reflect the beliefs of those young people equally with the common practice of teaching the main world religions.[footnoteRef:3] This campaign also gives some important background information with regards to Humanism and its place within religious education, for example, the very fact that it was a founder member of the Religious Education Council for England and Wales which was established in 1973. This suggests that Humanism and people associated with this way of life have long been a valued and respected part of religious education and work with other organisations, for example, assisting in the process of reforms for the National framework of RE. This contribution to religious education should surely be rewarded on the basis of its general contribution to the reforms of the syllabus and the growing popularity for non-religious worldviews. [3:  ____________, ‘Religious Education’. https://humanism.org.uk/campaigns/schools-and-education/school-curriculum/religious-education/ [Accessed: 09 November 2018].] 

2.4 Support from religious leaders
Various religious leaders have voiced their support for the inclusion of humanism and non-religious worldviews most notably in 2015 when religious leaders including the former Archbishop of Canterbury issued an open letter to the school's minister Nick Gibb which was published in the newspaper The Times. This letter appealed to the school's minister calling for the inclusion of Humanism as a subject for study in all state-regulated school examinations in religious studies and further argued on the issue of fairness, implying that Humanism should be included on merit and to maintain a balanced and fair curriculum.
3. Inclusion of Atheism
Further to the calls to include Humanism in the religious education curriculum, there are also significant voicings both for and against the inclusion of atheism and other non-religious worldviews in the curriculum. 
3.1 Background
Similarly to Humanism, there has been much debate over the inclusion of atheism in the GCSE religious education curriculum to reflect a more secular society and an increasing number of atheists in the United Kingdom. 
3.2 Response to the National Framework for Religious Education
Jacqueline Watson responds to the new National Framework for Religious Education 2004, which for the first time includes the opportunity to teach secular philosophies/worldviews such as humanism and atheism. This response comes as a result of the opposition which came after the publication of the guidance on Religious Education as Watson comments that although this guidance ‘…is not statutory, and refers to secular philosophies rather than atheism per se…’, it can be seen as offering hope to atheists who feel that young people could benefit from learning about atheism.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Jacqueline. Watson, ‘Can children and young people learn from atheism for spiritual development? A response to the National Framework for Religious Education’, British Journal of Religious Education, Vol. 30 (1), 2008, p. 49 (pp. 49-58). [Online]. Available at: https://web-a-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=229022aa-630b-420f-b19c-99287789f8dd%40sdc-v-sessmgr03&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=27754285&db=eue. [Accessed: 18 December 2018].] 

The journal makes several key points relating to the inclusion of atheism including an objection from the Association of Christian Teachers (ACT) over the inclusion of atheism in RE. The inclusion of atheism is: 
· Illogical because the subject is RE and therefore shouldn’t include atheism.
· Threatening to religion as teaching atheism would be counterproductive to the efforts of teaching a child about the benefits of religion and religious experience.

3.3 Further reasons why atheism should be included in the RE curriculum
When responding to the objections made by ACT one might consider various different responses.
The inclusion of atheism and other non-religious worldviews would seem to be a logical addition rather than illogical for several reasons including:
· Surely if subjects such as atheism are going to be discussed in a school setting, there is no more fitting a place than alongside RE where the issues which arise can be handled with care and sensitivity towards believers and non-believers alike.
· Including non-religious worldviews would reflect an increasingly secular society. According to a survey conducted in 2016 by the National Centre for Social Research ‘more than half (53%) of the British public now describe themselves as having “no religion”…’[footnoteRef:5] As noted by the above, this has been a statistic which has steadily increased over the years resulting in the majority now considering themselves to have no religion. Discussion could follow in light of the question asked to those surveyed which asked about religious affiliation. One might consider themselves to be religious or spiritual in nature (and not necessarily be an atheist) but not affiliate to a particular religion rendering these people ineffective in the survey when considering the relevance of RE. [5:  National Centre for Social Research, ‘British Social Attitudes: Record number of Brits with no religion’, http://natcen.ac.uk/news-media/press-releases/2017/september/british-social-attitudes-record-number-of-brits-with-no-religion/ , [Accessed: 18 December 2018].
] 

· The inclusion of atheism may be more logical if the subject area was to be renamed, an area which will be discussed further in this report.
4.0 Religion and Worldviews
Recent developments relating to curriculum change for Religious Education in the United Kingdom include the increasing support to rename the subject to reflect the diverse and complex nature of society, its ever-changing worldviews and relationship with religion.
4.1 Background
This change to religious education is seen by many as the solution to so many of the criticisms associated with the subject, namely some of the following:
· An outdated subject/curriculum which does not reflect the society.
· Little/no inclusion of non-religious worldviews
· Little inclusion of religions/religious experiences outside of the “world” religions.
4.2 Report by The Telegraph
A report by The Telegraph published on 9th September 2018 outlines the key aspects of a report on the subject by the Commission on Religious Education. The main points emphasised in the report are the following:
· Religious Education should be renamed to “Religion and Worldviews” in order to secure the subject’s relevance, increased participation and survival for years to come.
· The new curriculum would propose new topics reflecting different ways of philosophical and moral ways of life such as humanism, atheism and secularism. These could be taught alongside the traditional religions often taught in the current RE system.
· Emphasising statistics for example ‘…around a third (of schools) do not offer the subject as an option for GCSEs’.[footnoteRef:6] This statistic adds weight to the calls to reform the subject as this alongside around a quarter of schools who do not teach RE in the first three years of senior school reflects a growing problem which can only lead to less intake for RE if the subject cannot change. To combat this, the report suggests that RE should be made mandatory for all publicly funded schools and that the subject focuses on specialist teachers gaining better support and training. [6:  The Telegraph, ‘Religious Education should be re-branded as 'Religion and Worldviews' to ensure survival, report says’, https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018/09/08/religious-education-should-re-branded-religion-andworldviews/, [Accessed: 19 December 2018].] 

4.3 Response (The Catholic Education Service)
There have been several responses to this report from within the discipline both for and against the proposed changes to RE and some of these responses are detailed below.
The Catholic Education Service reacted by condemning the report stating that although they support the improvement in the quality of RE in schools ‘…this report is not so much an attempt to improve RE, as to fundamentally change its character’.[footnoteRef:7] They assert that expanding the scope for RE in schools will not improve the quality of teaching but by teaching less religion will undermine the qualities of RE. The response by The Catholic Education Service concludes by confirming that Catholic RE includes coverage of the major religious traditions and concepts such as atheism and humanism, this should surely be welcomed by those campaigning for more of non-religious worldviews. [7:  Catholic Education Service, ‘Catholic Education Service response to the Commission on Religious Education report’, http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/component/k2/item/1003658-catholic-education-service-response-to-the-commission-on-religious-education-report, [Accessed: 19 December 2018].] 

4.4 Response (Church of England)
The Church of England reacted very differently to the Commission on Religious Education than The Catholic Education Service. Their response was extremely positive stating that a new vision for RE is ‘…”vital” given the declining numbers of children taking the subject at GCSE and A-level’.[footnoteRef:8] The Church of England argues that a national entitlement for RE pays the subject the respect it deserves for what it can provide society as well as expressing a more globalised experience of religion rather than just a local experience of religion. [8:  The Telegraph, [Accessed: 19 December 2018].] 

4.5 Education Secretary
More recently, the education secretary, Damian Hinds argued against the reform of RE on the grounds that it is not the right time to reform the subject. Damian Hinds response raises some of the following points:
· The risk of ‘diluting the teaching of RE’.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  National Secular Society, ‘Education Secretary dismisses commission’s call for RE reform’, https://www.secularism.org.uk/news/2018/12/education-secretary-dismisses-calls-for-re-reform-in-england, [Accessed: 19 December 2018].] 

· Concern over teachers’ workload.
· The focus should be on ensuring that teachers have a wealth of subject knowledge and continue to recruit new teachers.
These factors should all be taken into consideration when discussing subject reform as the possible negative factors for the subject and its teachers need to be explored in greater depth, for example, the effect that such reforms have on teachers for instance whether the reforms place more responsibility and possible stress on teachers. It will be the responsibility of individuals and professionals in the field of RE such as the education secretary, RE teachers and religious organisations to shape the reform of the future and to bring about positive change for the subject to continue its relevance in an increasingly secular society. 
4.6 Religious Studies Project
The Religious Studies Project responded to the report by the commission for Religious Studies called “Religion and Worldviews: The Way Forward- A National Plan for RE” in a positive manner including some responses from panel members who contributed to the report as well as experts in the field of religion.
Dr Joyce Miller, a former lecturer in Religious Studies and former chair of the Religious Education Council of England and Wales identified the following issues in RE in its current form:
· Falling examination entries
· Lack of teachers
· Lack of resources and support for schools
· Not one framework for study across the country, resulting in a fragmented approach
Responses from other contributors highlighted that the report changes the subjects name to “Religion and Worldviews” as it is vitally important that not just in university but in school also that young people are exposed to a variety of religious and cultural worldviews. Their vision for religious education can be summed up by the following ‘Religious Education- Religion and Worldviews- has to be appropriate for every single child, whatever background they come from’.[footnoteRef:10] This implies a vision where RE can be made not just a subject for religious believers or for those interested in spirituality but can be made a universal subject, which includes other worldviews such as atheism or humanism and can add interest for every child. [10:  Joyce Miller, Eleanor Nesbitt, Céline Benoit and Wendy Dossett. 2018. “RE Commission Report: A Way Forward?”, The Religious Studies Project (Podcast Transcript). 5 November 2018. Transcribed by Helen Bradstock. Version 1.1, 28 October 2018. [Accessed: 20 December 2018]. Available at: https://www.religiousstudiesproject.com/podcast/re-commission-report-a-way-forward/. ] 



5.0 Recommendations
It is widely recognised within the subject by academics and experts that there needs to be fundamental and significant reform within the subject area of religious studies. Following on from the report above see below a number of recommendations which can be made following this report:
To make changes to the current curriculum for RE including the increased focus non-religious worldviews such as atheism and humanism. However, to make these changes whilst upholding the great history and values of the subject over the years. This could mean that one might teach about the non-religious with reference to the religious for example teaching about an atheistic view on euthanasia when discussing the various religious views. This ensures a variety of viewpoints are being addressed whilst not entirely changing the character of religious education.
To use the frameworks provided by the Commission on Religious Education, the national frameworks and other relevant sources in conjunction with academics, teachers and religious/non-religious organisations to provide a complete and positive reform for the subject in order for the subject to continue its relevance in today’s society.
Furthermore, I believe that changing the name of the subject will be a vital part of changing the public image of religious education and will be integral to the success of any potential reform. Many options have been discussed, however, “religion and worldviews” recognises the great diversity within religions whilst overcoming the challenge of an ever secular society who push for non-religious worldviews to take more of a prominent role in the subject.
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