Encyclopaedia
The holy relic of Saint James in Santiago De Compostela
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figure 1/cathedral with the relic of saint james/Santiago De Compostela/caleb rees/2022
introduction
Saint James son of Zebedee, or St James the Greater was one of the twelve apostles and a disciple of Jesus. Being the second disciple to die after Judas Iscariot, he was a martyr, and he is remembered as the patron saint of Spain. He was originally a fisherman in the town of Galilee (Matthew 4: 18-22 New International Version) and lead a relatively simple life that, although was not free from sin it was certainly not as pious of a spiritual existence as his life would become after meeting Jesus. James cast aside his fishing net and joined Jesus as one of his twelve apostles(The Story of Santiago (Saint James), 2023). This led to saint James journeying with Jesus until the eventual execution on the cross. After the crucifixion James travelled the Spain to preach the word of Jesus, he later returned to Palestine where he was martyred in 44ce. He was supposedly laid to rest in Santiago de Compostela (literally translating the “the way of saint James”)(Abou-El-Haj, 2016) in which the saint’s remains have become the focus of one of the most popular pilgrimages in the world. subsequently saint James of Galilee became the patron saint of Spain and gained the scallop shell as his symbol. Generally Saint James is characterised as passionate and zealous to the point he earned the epithet “son of thunder”(The Story of Santiago (Saint James), 2023).


Relics
St James’ bones are supposedly located in the Santiago de Compostela Basilica. The bones that are housed in the cathedral are small skull fragments and other highly carbonized bone fragments(View of A Forensic Anthropological Study of Human Remains Attributed to the Apostle James Alphaeus | Forensic Anthropology). The bones are located in the Santiago de Compostela Basilica and there has been debates on the authenticity of the relics for over 1,200 years (Christian, 2023). The story of how the relics arrived in Spain is arguably just as important as the holy relic itself. Accounts in the bible relate that James, after being encouraged by the virgin Mary via gifts of a statue of herself and a representation of her support in the form of a pillar, would build a church where he stood in spain that would later become the Zaragoza cathedral basilica he then continued preached in Spain until the year 44 ad in which he was martyred by king Herod Agrippa 1 via beheading becoming the first martyred apostle but the second to die after judas Iscariot (Jun, 2023) legends surrounding saint James burial would then appear about the exact nature this burial but there are conflicting stories like the disciples of saint James carried him to Santiago where he was laid to rest. This generally became the accepted cannon of the story and was believed to be true to the present day.

It would be disingenuous to say that the saint rested there for the 1,200 years as there was small events that happened to the relic over the ages. For example, during the 1500s ad the bones of saint James was hidden due to the fear that the English pirate sir Francis drake(Christian, 2023) would up and steal them. Then 300 years later the authenticity of the saints bones came into question by papal reformation but was verified in the 1870s ad and verified again in the 29th century by pope Leo (Christian, 2023).
The church
The Santiago de Compostela Basilica is a grand cathedral that thousands flock too every year the story of the church is of interest as well. In 1075 construction began under Bernard the elder, Admirable master and Roberto all during Alfonso VI’s reign and Diego Perales’s reign as a bishop despite a number of historical changes then taking place in the intervening years progress then slowed. That changed during the 1100s in which the construction resumed during the bishop hood of archbishop Gelmierez and more specifically being a commission from master Esteban it then progressed throughout the twelfth century until 1168 where it was commissioned to be completed and finally it was consecrated by Alfonso XI. (pilgrim, 2017). The architecture does change purely due to the change in styles and materials that were available for the time but in terms of what is specifically inside the cathedral, there is 16 chapels the high altar where the relic of saint James is adorned with angels and other paraphernalia which after a pilgrims long journey is meant to serve as a site of beauty to soothe their aching body and celebrate their achievements (pilgrim, 2017).
The pilgrimage
The Camino is a pilgrimage that is undertaken that journey across Europe ending in Spain, Santiago de Compostela. Originally the pilgrimage started from your house but now its split into nine main routes that are the most travelled(‘Camino Routes’, no date). In current day the Camino is travelled by 400,000 people every year all hoping to do see the relics of Saint James. This makes the Camino the most travelled pilgrimage journey in the world. Normally the Camino is done in the summer months (June, July and august)(‘Camino Routes’, no date).
As with many relics and pilgrimages there are miracles associated with the Camino and by extension Saint James and his holy corpse. One such example is the “legend of Fuente Reniega”(Jose, 2017). The story goes that during his pilgrimage a man, after reaching Perdon Pass, had no water and could not find any more water and was too thirsty to go on and after some time the devil appeared to him and offered to show him to water if he renounces his faith in god and he refused. The man was asked a second time to renounce his faith in the virgin Mary and a second time he refused. Then for the third time the devil said to the man “if you forget your devotion to the Santiago apostle I will soothe your thirst and you shall avoid death.” Then the devil disappeared and the Santiago apostle appeared in the form of a pilgrim creating a  spring where he stood saving the man. This is one of many stories of miracles associated with the Camino. Unlike most relics or pilgrimages the Santiago de Compostela has no central story of healing properties or a moment of healing and instead it shows the devotion to the journeys and allowing the pilgrims to finish the journey to Santiago. There are actually studied health benefits of making the Camino which have been studied by multiple health boards and universities these benefits include improvement of physical health (simply from the act of walking 100+ kilometres every day), benefits to your mental health such as improvement in mood and emotional wellbeing and even benefits to social well-being as you are interacting with so many people per day (Weninger, 2022) these health benefits are little miracles of their own and truly show what the pilgrimage and Santiago De Compostela can do for the people who walk those paths every year. Of course there are examples of miracles that the Camino and Saint James. These miracles and stories expand the mythos of the Camino and Santiago de Compostela. One of these stories is ”the legend of the shadow pilgrim (santiago ways, 2022). The legend tells of a priest in the convent of San Paio (near Santiago De Compostela) who fell in love with a cloistered nun, they would use an underground passage way that connect the two churches in order to meet in secret. The priest, who was tired of this situation steeled his resolve to propose to the nun and elope starting a new life together but on the night they were supposed to meet the cloistered nun never showed up. So the priest returned there every single night, waiting for his lover for decades and that when the sun falls you can still see his shadow waiting for his lost lover. There are other stories about the shadow pilgrim as it changes with local legends and word of mouth warping the story greatly or even in minor ways. This warping affect make the pilgrim out to be the soul of a priest that died during the Spanish inquisition who was burned at the stake for supposed heresy and other crimes.
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figure 2/ the Camino paths/ follow the Camino/no date

Festival


The festival of saint James takes place in July 25th (jhonathan, 2024)using the catholic calendar and that is the date when Santiago de Compostela celebrates their festival for the pilgrimage. This celebration allows the thousands of people that flock towards Santiago to celebrate a long journey and make as much merry as their weary bones allow them. Inversely it is also a time for reflection as it is the moment where they complete this long journey of anywhere from 100 kilometres to 500+ kilometres. The actual festival Is certainly not as secular as one would have you believe but this is due to the fact that there is a large amount of people that view this pilgrimage more as challenge to overcome and not a deeply religious act of reverence for Saint James and Jesus. For example there is a significant party aspect to the Caminos end. Such as the live band performance that although changes year to year it certainly has a dual theme of religion and hedonism, although this figure is an unclear picture it still shows the constant partying that the end to this deeply difficult task inevitably leads to a significant amount of celebration. The fire works display will act as cap off to the nights celebration (officially) there is beautiful display of lights and fire for the entire city to see and be mesmerised.
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figure 3/Saint James festival/Jonathan/17th of July 2024
but that is not all the festival of Saint James is about there is a significant religious, aspect as one would expect there is a church service in the Santiago De Compostela Basilica which shows the relics for all to see in the grand cathedral with a member of the Spanish royal family attending the mass, there is also a Galician celebration that is dedicated the Galician culture (jhonathan, 2024) this celebration officially ends with the fireworks display on July 31st where the  festival of Saint James in Santiago De Compostela comes to a close.
Evaluation
Santiago de Compostela, the basilica and the Camino all play a role into the legend of saint James and propagates the teachings of saint James throughout Spain and the world. Although the actual fragments of bone and skull (View of A Forensic Anthropological Study of Human Remains Attributed to the Apostle James Alphaeus | Forensic Anthropology, no date)that is in the cathedral it is important to remember that the pilgrimage, also known as the Camino, is an act of worship and a deeply spiritual and religious experience that can and does change individuals into completely different people, these little miracles are why the Santiago de Compostela is such a popular pilgrimage destination and even more so the sight of a relic that has some truly miraculous properties. It is important to keep in mind that relic of Saint James is incredibly important to Spanish culture as the royale family gets involved in the festival of saint James (as earlier mentioned) which shows that this is an incredibly important event within Spain not only culturally but economically aswell.
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