In what ways can touring theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you are creating.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theme for our piece is the Environment and our target audience is five to seven year old children. With this in mind we’ve avoided addressing many social issues because we’re entering a place of education and dealing with young children. Avoiding social issues makes our piece of theatre safer and it’s crucial that they feel safe in an educational surrounding and as we don’t know what the children’s situations are in life we wouldn’t want to present them any stories in our performance that could act as a trigger, we don’t want anyone feeling unsafe and we don’t want to affect their mental well-being. Although one social issue that is targeted by taking a piece of touring theatre to a school is children growing up too fast. Many children aren’t exposed to the arts and I feel children are losing their ability to play and when I say play, I don’t necessarily mean play in general, like playing with a ball or with a certain toy, I mean the ability to play using their imagination, like role playing and being able to play without technology and video games. 

I flinch internally when my five-year-old tells me she plays computer games in what primary schools call “golden time” rather than enjoying some other more wholesome reward; and when my eight-year-old says that he’s learned to send an email when I sent my first email aged 20, and email has since taken over my life and that of every other adult I know. 
(Eliane Glaser, Fri 26 Jan 2018, Children are tech addicts – and schools are the pushers, The Guardian). https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/jan/26/children-tech-addicts-schools


There isn’t going to be a large amount that is going to affect our audience politically. The one political issue that does affect our audience isn’t necessarily to do with the theme of our piece but more to do with the style, as we are doing Theatre in Education, not in the aspect that we are creating a show to educate the children about the facts and statistics of the environment, but in the aspect that we are taking a piece of theatre into a place of education. With the arts in education getting stripped away more and more, children in infants and primary schools aren’t getting introduced to arts and aren’t having that ability to create and explore. Our show could be the first piece of theatre that has been performed at their school. The teachers and educational officers at these schools are also our audience and I hope that by us taking our show to their school and bringing joy to they’re children and giving them the inspiration to be creative and use their imagination that they’ll fight for the arts to be introduced into younger children’s curriculums.

The findings suggest music, art and drama, as well as design and technology are all being squeezed. Of the schools responding, four in 10 were spending less money on facilities, more than three out of 10 had reduced timetabled lessons, and some reported having fewer specialist staff. In both art and music, one out of 10 schools said it was increasingly relying on voluntary donations by parents. Extra-curricular clubs were also being cut back in a similar proportion of schools responding.
(Branwen Jeffreys, 30 January 2018, Creative subjects being squeezed, schools tell BBC, BBC News).  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-42862996
The cultural issue that is the thread through our piece is values. With our piece offering numerous stories we offer many different ways to understand the value of something and how important it is to recognise their value. Just because something is different it doesn’t mean it has no value. The centre of our piece is everything has a purpose and can be used to help someone or something somewhere, it just might not have been discovered yet. I want young people to open their minds to discovering new things, the next big thing could be right in front of them, they just haven’t realised its purpose.


